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WELCOME MESSAGES

A Message from the Prime Minister 
Over the next two weeks, audiences around the globe will be riveted by our 
Paralympic athletes’ extraordinary exploits at the London 2012 Paralympic 
Games. Canadians are exceedingly proud of their achievements and we look 
forward to many celebrations throughout the course of these games. 

Through years of dedication and hard work, our 
athletes have earned the singular honour of  wearing 
the maple leaf in competition. They have shown the 
world that Canada is home to Paralympians who 
push boundaries, set new records and demonstrate 
 unparalleled physical and mental strength. 

I commend the athletes, coaches, team officials and 
the Canadian Paralympic Committee for realizing these 
Paralympic dreams. Our Paralympians are a  tremendous 
source of pride and inspiration for our country. The 
Government of Canada recognizes the importance 
of sport and physical activity for all Canadians and 
is committed to keeping Canada a leading sport 

country. Overall funding to summer Olympic and Paralympic sport organizations 
and  athletes in the three year period leading up to the London Olympic and 
Paralympic Games is at an all-time high of $221 million.

On behalf of the Government of Canada and all Canadians, Laureen and I offer 
our best wishes to all Canadian Paralympians in their upcoming events. The 
entire country stands behind you as you compete against the world’s best. 

Go Canada Go!

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 

The Rt. Hon. Stephen 
Harper, P.C., M.P.

Prime Minister of Canada 
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The Honourable  
Bal Gosal

Minister of State (Sport)

A Message from the Government  
of Canada
Sport plays an important part in Canadian culture, and our athletes who 
 dedicate themselves to their sport are an enormous source of pride and 
 inspiration for all Canadians.

This is why our Government is proud to support sport 
participation and excellence from playground to 
podium. This includes ensuring the full participation of 
athletes with disabilities in Canadian Sport at all levels.

As you prepare to represent Canada at the 2012 
Summer Paralympic Games in London, I salute your 
 passion and determination during this prestigious 
moment in your sporting careers. As you measure 
yourselves against the world’s finest athletes in a spirit 
of healthy competition, each and every one of you can 
expect to enjoy unforgettable experiences and to make 
your mark on the international sport scene.

As Minister of State (Sport), I would like to  congratulate 
you all for your hard work and extend my best wishes for success at these 
Games. I would also like to thank all the coaches, families, and friends who  
have helped you prepare for this moment and encouraged you to achieve  
your dreams.

The Honourable Bal Gosal 
Minister of State (Sport)
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A Message from the CEO and President
On behalf of the Canadian Paralympic Committee, sincere  congratulations 
to each member of the Canadian Team participating at the 2012  Paralympic 
Games. The Paralympic Games are the pinnacle of athletic achievement and we 
are thrilled to cheer on such an elite group of  amazing athletes.

Following the tremendous success Team Canada enjoyed at the Vancouver 2010 
Paralympic Games and the continued growth of the Paralympic Movement, 

Canada has set a goal to 
become the world’s leading 
Paralympic nation. The 2012 
Paralympic Games are a key 
step along this pathway. We 
look forward to watching our 
athletes win medals, break 
world and Paralympic records 
and set personal bests.

We are also thrilled and 
 honoured to be returning 
to the birthplace of the 

Paralympic Movement. It was Sir Ludwig Guttmann who first recognized the 
rehabilitative power of sport for injured soldiers and what started with one 
sport, archery, grew into the Stoke Mandeville Games in 1948. Since then, the 
Paralympics have grown to become one of the world’s  largest sporting events. 
Canada took a leadership role in the movement’s earliest  developments and we 
will continue to carry forward this responsibility.

As the London 2012 Paralympic Games begin, we would like to thank all 
who have made these Games possible; from our hosts in Great Britain, to the 
Government of Canada and the CPC’s corporate partners, to our national sport 
organizations and the Canadian Team’s hard-working athletes, coaches, officials 
and mission staff.

Let’s have an outstanding Games, Canada!

David Legg, Ph.D.
President,  
Canadian Paralympic Committee

David Legg, Ph.D.
President, CPC

Henry Storgaard
CEO, CPC

Henry Storgaard
CEO, 
Canadian Paralympic Committee
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A Message from the Chef de Mission and 
the Assistant Chef de Mission
We are pleased to introduce Team Canada for the London 2012 Paralympic Games!

With athletes and support staff chosen for their excellence, Canada will be a force 
to be reckoned with in London. We have set a lofty goal of being among the top 
eight nations in the gold medal count and we know everyone will strive to meet 
this goal, through personal 
bests, while fully enjoying the 
experience. We will go all out 
to match or exceed Canada’s 
50 medals earned in Beijing!

Canada has played a long 
and prominent role in the 
Paralympic movement, 
welcoming the world to 
the Paralympic Games as far 
back as 1976 in Toronto and 
of course as recently as 2010 
in Vancouver. It is indeed special for us to be heading a team competing in the 
birthplace of the Paralympic Movement.

Between the two of us, we have had roles in 12 Paralympic Games and we can 
honestly say that London will put together one of the best, if not THE BEST 
Paralympic Summer Games – following THE BEST ever Winter Games, held in 
Vancouver!

Enjoy the experience, be part of the growth of the Paralympic Games, come home 
with priceless memories, and be a proud Canadian!

Gaétan Tardif 
Chef de Mission

Gaétan Tardif
Chef de Mission

Elisabeth Walker-Young
Assistant Chef de Mission

Elisabeth Walker-Young 
Assistant Chef de Mission
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THE CANADIAN 
PARALYMPIC COMMITTEE
The Canadian Paralympic Committee is a non-profit, private organization with 
46 member sports organizations dedicated to strengthening the Paralympic 
 movement. The Canadian Paralympic Committee’s vision is to be the world’s 
leading Paralympic nation. Its mission is to lead the development of a 
 sustainable Paralympic sport system in Canada to enable athletes to reach the 
podium at the Paralympic Games. By supporting Canadian Paralympic athletes 
and promoting their success, the Canadian Paralympic Committee inspires all 
Canadians with a disability to get involved in sport through programs delivered 
by its member organizations. For more  information, visit www.paralympic.ca.

We believe in:
Sport – that is both fun and an agent for personal and social growth. 
Athlete Focus – acting in the best interests of the athletes. 
Excellence – the pursuit and achievement of excellence in all interests. 
Equity – exemplified by fairness, opportunity, integrity and trust. 
Leadership – providing leadership in the advancement of the Paralympic 
Movement. 

The CPC Logo
The Canadian Paralympic Committee identity is a combination of the most 
 recognizable Canadian symbol – the maple leaf – and a stylized flame 
 representing the Paralympic Torch and the passion that unites all members of 
the Paralympic Movement.

The logo incorporates the International Paralympic Committee identity. The red, 
blue and green elements are called Agitos (from the Latin word “agito”, meaning 
“I move”). They encircle a centre point to represent that athletes are coming from 
all corners of the world to compete together.

The unification of the two identities symbolizes CPC’s 
proud commitment to empowering persons with 
 physical disabilities worldwide through sport. The 
 identity is an expression of partnership, leadership, 
and fairness, while promoting a strong and vibrant 
Paralympic Movement across the nation.
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CANADIAN PARALYMPIC 
COMMITTEE PROGRAMS 
In addition to managing the Canadian Paralympic Team’s participation in 
Paralympic and Parapan American Games, the CPC runs a series of programs to 
strengthen the Paralympic Movement. These programs run across Canada to 
change perceptions of disability and educate Canadians on the importance of 
sport and activity to help persons with a disability reach their personal potential 
and fully participate in their community.

Our programs provide schools, healthcare professionals, community groups, 
governments and corporate Canada the opportunity to learn more about 
Paralympic sport and encourage the creation of inclusive environments for 
persons with a disability, at work and at play. 

Paralympic Heroes
Paralympic Heroes matches high performance Paralympic athletes and 
 members of the Canadian Paralympic family with paid and volunteer  speaking 
opportunities at public, government, corporate, and school events. These 
presentations play a critical role in increasing awareness and recognition of 
Paralympic athletes; meeting them in person and learning about their  sporting 
success changes how people view Paralympic sport and all persons with a 
 disability. Visit www.paralympic.ca/heroes for more information.

It’s the Real Deal, the Petro-Canada Paralympic  
Schools Program
The Petro-Canada Paralympic Schools Program is a free online teachers’ resource 
to help teachers engage students in the Paralympic spirit. It provides teachers 
with the resources to educate students on parasport and establish positive 
 perceptions of people with a physical disability. Developed for elementary 
school students, www. paralympiceducation.ca provides multi-media lessons,  
student activities and lesson plans.

This year, the Canadian Paralympic Committee (CPC) will be launching a new, 
innovative education program that will include curriculum-specific resources, 
cross curricular activities, formal assessment objectives and interactive schemes 
of work. These resources will be designed in collaboration with Provincial 
Ministries of Education, National Sports Organizations and other key stake-
holders in the education community. This new educational resource will not 
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only assist schools in assuring inclusivity, but will provide further opportunities 
for students of all abilities to access academic and sporting opportunities.

In January 2010, It’s the Real Deal was awarded the Sustainability Star by 
the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic 
Winter Games (VANOC). The award recognizes Games partners and sponsors 
for  initiatives directly linked to the Vancouver 2010 Games that demonstrate a 
contribution to two or more of sustainability features (social, economic and/or 
environmental). For more information, visit www.paralympic.ca/schools.

Changing Minds, Changing Lives
Changing Minds, Changing Lives (CMCL) is a program that educates healthcare 
professionals and students, as well as community groups and others in a posi-
tion to influence persons with a disability on the benefits of sport and how to 
help their clients get involved. Co-ordinators across Canada deliver workshops 
in healthcare centres, colleges, community, and sport centres. Workshops often 
include presentations by a Paralympic athlete or local athlete with a disability on 
the important role sport has played in their lives. To learn more, visit  
www.paralympic.ca/en/Programs/Changing-Minds-Changing-Lives.

Recruitment Programs Fund (RPF)
The RPF is intended to support the creation of a new program, or go towards the 
expansion of an existing successful initiative providing a positive introductory 
parasport experience. Activities at this stage of Long-Term Athlete Development 
(LTAD) programming include elements of general, overall development, with 
basic elements, movements and rules of the sport. This generalized physical 
activity approach ensures physical literacy upon which excellence can be built 
by promoting quality daily participation. When considering a recruitment 
 initiative it is important to recognize that programming concepts are not unique 
to participants; a strong and sustainable parasport system requires targeted 
and positive first contact with coaches, officials and volunteers as well. Funds 
may be used towards enhancing program options, such as facility rental space, 
 coaching, volunteer training and more. For more information, visit  
www.paralympic.ca/funding.

Para-Equipment Fund (PEF)
The PEF aims to assist local and provincial organizations in delivering recruit-
ment programming. It is designed to facilitate the participation of an increased 
number of people with a disability in parasport by expanding the availability of 
introductory-based equipment, particularly for first contact and equipment loan 
programs. The allocation of funds is awarded based on a two-tier system. Tier I 
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refers to adaptive equipment used by the individual to participate in parasport 
(e.g. sit-ski or hockey sledge). Tier II refers to mainstream sport equipment 
(e.g. standard skis or a basketball), as it is less cost-prohibitive than adaptive 
 equipment. Tier II equipment is only funded if there are funds remaining after 
the allocation of grants for Tier I equipment. Equipment that does not fit within 
either Tier I or Tier II (such as radios, foam padding, or wireless timing gates) is 
no longer considered eligible under the Para-Equipment Fund, and should be 
applied for under the Recruitment Programs Fund. For more information, please 
visit www.paralympic.ca/funding.

Get Involved Portal
Physical activity plays a critical role in the overall health and independence of 
people with a disability. The Canadian Paralympic Committee has an online 
 portal with information on how Canadians can get involved in parasport, 
whether as a coach, athlete, guide, official, volunteer or as a parent, teacher or 
healthcare provider.

There are many ways to participate in parasport. Every role is very important and 
critical to the success of parasport growing in Canada. Get involved today! 
To learn more, please visit www.paralympic.ca/getinvolved.

Parasport Festivals
Athletes, coaches, officials, volunteers, guides and teachers come together 
at Parasport Festivals to offer Canadians, both able-bodied or those with a 
 disability, a chance to try a parasport for themselves learn first-hand how fun it 
can be to get involved – whether as a participant/athlete, coach, guide, official, 
classifier or volunteer! Parasport Festivals occur across the country several times 
per year and are put on by the Canadian Paralympic Committee in partnership 
with various member organizations. For more information, please visit  
www.paralympic.ca/festivals.

Soldier On
Soldier On was created in 2006 by the Canadian Forces, in partnership with 
the Canadian Paralympic Committee, with the primary objective of  facilitating, 
 supporting and integrating resources and opportunities for ill and injured 
 military personnel to fully and actively participate in physical, recreational 
or sporting activities. For more information, please visit www.cfpsa.com/
splashpages/soldieron.
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CANADIAN PARALYMPIC 
COMMITTEE PARTNER 
PROGRAMS 
Pfizer Canada
Pfizer Canada is the official pharmaceutical partner for the Canadian Paralympic 
team. Pfizer has supported the Paralympic team since 1996 and is one of CPC’s 
longest-standing corporate partners. Pfizer Canada is a healthcare company 
dedicated to helping Canadians lead healthier lives. Their core belief, in addition 
to offering innovative medicines, is that it takes More than Medication to be truly 
healthy. Through this philosophy, Pfizer offers public awareness advertising and 
useful health and well-being tools to empower Canadians to make healthier 
choices every day – just as Paralympians inspire Canadians to look differently at 
athletic achievement.

Petro-Canada
Petro-Canada, a Suncor Energy business, is the official oil & gas partner of the 
Canadian Paralympic team and has been a proud partner since 1999. Petro-
Canada supports the Paralympic team through several initiatives including the 
Paralympic Schools Program, Family & Friends Program and the Paralympic 
Equipment Fund. Petro-Canada also believes in supporting Canada’s future 
Paralympians and does so through their “Fuelling Athlete and Coaching 
Excellence” Program. Each year, Petro-Canada provides 50 athlete and coaching 
pairs with a grant of $8,000 to help them reach their dreams of competing in the 
Paralympic or Olympic Games.

Air Canada
Air Canada is the official airline for the Canadian Paralympic team. As the official 
airline, Air Canada is committed to transporting Canada’s Paralympians as they 
strive for Gold at the Paralympic Summer and Winter Games. Air Canada has 
been a Premiere Partner for the Canadian Paralympic Committee since 2007 and 
is Canada’s largest full-service airline and the largest provider of domestic and 
international passenger and cargo services in the Canadian market. Air Canada 
serves over 32 million customers annually and provides direct passenger service 
to over 170 destinations on five continents. For more information visit  
www.aircanada.com or follow on Twitter and Facebook.
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Bell Canada
Bell Canada is the official telecommunications partner for the Canadian 
Paralympic Team. Throughout the years Bell has helped athletes stay connected 
with coaches, family & friends and fellow athletes through their Bell Athlete’s 
Connect Program with Athletes CAN. Through this program, Bell helps by provid-
ing 2,000 athletes annually with access to free mobile phones and airtime. Bell 
is Canada’s largest communications company. Through its 26 million customer 
connections, Bell provides the most comprehensive and innovative suite of 
communication services to residential and business customers in Canada.

Chevrolet
Chevrolet is the official automotive partner of the Canadian Paralympic Team.  
As a progressive and innovative business leader, Chevrolet supports the vision to 
provide expanded oppor-
tunities to disabled athletes 
and is committed to driv-
ing our world forward. The 
GM Mobility Program offers 
up to $1,000 in reimburse-
ments for eligible adaptive 
equipment to make travel 
easier and more accessible 
for people with disabilities.

Hudson’s Bay 
Company (HBC)
Hudson’s Bay Company 
is the official general 
merchandise retailer and 
clothing supplier for the 
Canadian Paralympic 
Team. HBC outfits the 
Canadian Paralympic team 
at the summer and winter 
Paralympic Games along 
with the Parapan American 
Games. They have been a 
proud partner since 2006.
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Royal Bank Of Canada (RBC)
RBC is the official banking partner to the Canadian Paralympic Team and 
has been involved in the Canadian Olympic Movement since 1947. RBC also 
 supports Canadian athletes through the RBC Olympians Program where they 
hire Olympic & Paralympic athletes as community ambassadors across Canada. 
The athletes are provided with the opportunity to gain valuable work skills that 
will help them prepare for life after sport, while also receiving the much-needed 
funding to help them realize their Paralympic dreams. RBC is Canada’s largest 
bank and is one of North America’s leading diversified financial services com-
panies, and provide personal and commercial banking, wealth management 
services, insurance, corporate and investment banking and transaction process-
ing services on a global basis. They have been a proud partner since 2006.

RONA
RONA is the official home improvement partner of the Canadian Paralympic 
team. Since 2006, Rona has been committed to helping athletes through their 
‘Growing with Our Athletes Program’. 100 Olympic & Paralympic athletes across 
Canada received $40,000 over 5 years to help offset their living, training and 
competition expenses. The program commenced in 2010. RONA is the largest 
Canadian distributor and retailer of hardware, home renovation and gardening 
products and operates a network of over 950 stores across Canada.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA’S ROLE IN SPORT 
As part of the Department of Canadian Heritage, Sport Canada strengthens 
the unique contribution that sport makes to Canadian identity, culture and 
society.

The mission of Sport Canada is to enhance opportunities for all Canadians to 
participate and excel in sport. This is achieved by enhancing the capacity and 
coordination of the Canadian sport system, encouraging participation in sport 
and enabling Canadians with talent and dedication to achieve excellence in 
international sport.

Sport Canada provides financial support through the following three programs:

The Athlete Assistance Program contributes to the pursuit of excellence 
through its contribution to improved Canadian athlete performances at major 
international sporting events, enabling athletes to combine their sport and 
academic or working careers while training intensively in pursuit of world-class 
performances. 

The Sport Support Program funding is aimed at developing athletes and 
coaches at the highest international levels; providing sound technically-based 
sport programming for all athletes; increasing the number of Canadians from 
all segments of society involved in sport, and advancing Canadian interests and 
values in Canada and abroad. 

The Hosting Program is a key instrument in the Government of Canada’s 
 overall approach to sport development in Canada and aims to enhance 
the development of sport excellence and the international profile of sport 
 organizations by assisting sport organizations to host the Canada Games and 
international sport events in Canada, such as the 2015 Pan American and 
Parapan American Games. 
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Summer Olympic and Paralympic Sport 
Funding Highlights
•	 Overall funding from the Government of Canada to summer Olympic and 

Paralympic sport organizations and athletes in the 4-year period leading to the 
London Olympic and Paralympic Games is at an all-time high of $300 million.

•	 Funding to summer Olympic sports in the quadrennial leading to the London 
Games (2012) versus the Sydney Games (2000) has more than tripled on an 
average-per-year basis. 

•	 Direct support to summer Olympic and Paralympic athletes from the Athlete 
Assistance Program increased by nearly 55% from 2003-04 to 2011-12.

•	 Funding to summer Paralympic sports in the quadrennial leading to the 
London Games (2012) vs the Beijing Games (2008) has increased by more  
than 50%.

•	 Own the Podium (OTP) continues as an innovative and collaborative high 
 performance initiative between Sport Canada, the Canadian Olympic 
Committee and the Canadian Paralympic Committee. OTP is a high 
 performance technical advisory body that is charged with: 

 – Identifying sports/athletes with medal potential at future Olympic and 
Paralympic Games;

 – Recommending funding levels for targeted sports/athletes to Sport 
Canada, the Canadian Olympic Committee and the Canadian Paralympic 
Committee; and 

 – Providing technical advice and leadership to the high performance sport 
community.

•	 Presently 19 Summer Olympic and 12 Summer Paralympic sport programs 
are targeted by Own the Podium for the 2009-12 quadrennial with the goal of 
ranking in the top 12 on the medal count at the 2012 Olympic Games and the 
top 8 on the gold medal count at the 2012 Paralympic Games.
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OWN THE PODIUM 2012
In the Beginning 
Canada has had three opportunities to host the world for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. The first two Olympic Games launched programs to lift 
 athlete performance (Game Plan ’76 and Best Ever ’88). The right to host the 
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games was awarded July 2003 creating a 
unique opportunity that Canada leveraged.

Foundation of Own the Podium
In February 2004, Canada’s 13 winter national sport organizations, Canadian 
Olympic Committee, Canadian Paralympic Committee, Sport Canada, WinSport 
Canada and VANOC met to develop a plan that would become known as Own 
the Podium – a mission to harmonize all parties and provide top-up funding to 
high-performance programs to help Canadian athletes aim to be the number 
one nation at the 2010 Olympic Winter Games, and in the top-three of the gold 
medal count at the 2010 Paralympic Winter Games.

Launched in January 2005, Own the Podium awarded its first sport grants in 
advance of the 2005-06 season.

Own the Podium Today
Own the Podium, a not-for-profit organization, prioritizes and determines 
investment strategies to national sport organizations in an effort to deliver more 
Olympic and Paralympic medals for Canada.

Thanks to the generous leadership of the Government of Canada, Own the 
Podium has continued beyond 2010, and will continue to support its two pro-
gram thrusts – ensuring Canada’s summer and winter athletes are fully prepared 
to increase its medal haul at the 2012 and 2014 Games and beyond. Both these 
initiatives advance the excellence goal highlighted in the Canadian Sport Policy.

Working in partnership with Sport Canada, Canadian Olympic Committee (COC), 
Canadian Paralympic Committee (CPC), national sport organizations, Canadian 
Sport Centres, and funding parties across Canada, Own the Podium focuses its 
enhanced excellence funding on coach/technical leadership, training/competi-
tion, and sports science/medical support to aid sports identified with the great-
est medal potential in managing an effective high-performance program.
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Own the Podium’s largest contributor of funding is the Government of Canada 
with additional funding provided by the Canadian Olympic Committee and its 
Canadian Olympic Foundation, the Canadian Paralympic Committee, along with 
additional supporters of high-performance sport in Canada. 

For a full summary of Own the Podium initiatives and programs, including a 
breakdown of support and services by sport, please visit us at  
www.ownthepodium.org on the Internet.



ABOUT THE SUPER ATHLETES CAMPAIGN
In the lead up to the London 2012 Paralympic Games, the Canadian Paralympic 
Committee launched a bold marketing campaign enticing viewers to Meet Canada's 
Paralympic SUPER ATHLETES. The campaign features 21 para-athletes who 
exemplify determination, perseverance and undeniable dedication to their sport. 
Access the campaign on Facebook, YouTube, Web or on Twitter.

THEY ARE THE FIGHTERS.
THE ODDS-DEFIERS.

THE NEVER-SAY-NEVERS.

Through an unshakeable determination, �erce passion 
and sheer willpower, they have accomplished what 

many athletes dream of doing, but few actually can: 
To go beyond the norm to achieve the impossible.

DISCOVER CANADA’S 
PARALYMPIC SUPER ATHLETES
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THE INTERNATIONAL 
PARALYMPIC COMMITTEE 
The International Paralympic Committee (IPC) is the global governing body 
of the Paralympic Movement and primarily organizes the Summer and Winter 
Paralympic Games. It also serves as the International Federation for nine 
Paralympic sports.

The IPC was founded in September 1989, and it is an international non-profit 
organization backed by 174 National Paralympic Committees (NPCs) from five 
regions around the globe. The IPC headquarters are located in Bonn, Germany, 
and since its inception, the IPC has shifted its focus from the organization to the 
Paralympic athletes themselves.

During London 2012, the IPC website www.paralympic.org will be streaming 
580 hours of live sporting action via five channels with a mixture of English and 
Spanish commentary. The site will also upload 1,000 hours of video on demand 
action, carry live results, biographies of every athlete taking part, and regular 
interviews with all the leading athletes.

The IPC’s Ones to Watch who can be found at www.paralympic.org/
MediaCentre/OnesToWatch will give you a good idea of which international 
athletes and teams to look out for in London.

Heading into London 2012, the IPC will also be keeping followers in touch via 
www.Facebook.com/paralympicgames and www.twitter.com/paralympic.

To contact the IPC media team, please call +49 228 2097 200.
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TORONTO 2015 PAN/
PARAPAN AMERICAN 
GAMES 
The Pan/Parapan American Games are one of the world’s largest international 
multi-sport events, held every four years for athletes of the 41 member nations 
of the Pan American Sports Organization (PASO). The Games comprise all 
Olympics Summer Games’ sports, as well as traditional Pan American sports. 

Toronto will host the Pan American Games from July 10 – 26 and the Parapan 
American Games from August 7 – 14, 2015.

The Games by the Numbers
•	 48 sports
•	 60+ disciplines
•	 10,000 athletes and officials
•	 15,000 jobs
•	 17,000 volunteers
•	 41 countries
•	 40+ venues

Mission
Ignite the spirit through a celebration of sport and culture.

Vision
•	 To be a life-affecting experience for athletes and spectators
•	 To be a transformational event for our community
•	 To deliver on our commitments
•	 To set a benchmark for Pan/Parapan Am Games

Key Dates
Venue development and construction is currently underway with completion 
dates set for the first quarter of 2014 so test events can be run one year before 
the Games. Volunteer recruitment is scheduled to begin in 2014. 
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ABOUT THE LONDON 2012 
PARALYMPIC GAMES 
Quick Facts
•	 20 sports, 21 disciplines
•	 2.2 million tickets
•	 4,200 athletes from 174 countries
•	 503 medal events
•	 6,000 media and broadcasters
•	 11 competition days
•	 284 competition sessions
•	 1,223 Games officials (technical officials and classifiers)
•	 2,767 team officials
•	 1,250 anti-doping samples
•	 20 sports: archery, athletics, boccia, cycling, equestrian, five-a-side football, 

seven-a-side football, goalball, judo, powerlifting, rowing, sailing, shooting, 
swimming, table tennis, sitting volleyball, wheelchair basketball, wheelchair 
fencing, wheelchair rugby and wheelchair tennis.

Competition venues

Olympic Park
The Olympic Park is home to seven brand new competition venues that will host 
more than two-thirds of the 503 Paralympic medal events at London 2012. The 
venues are as follows:

•	 Olympic Stadium: Athletics
•	 Aquatics Centre: Swimming
•	 Basketball Arena: Wheelchair Basketball, Wheelchair Rugby
•	 Eton Manor: Wheelchair Tennis
•	 Copper Box: Goalball
•	 Riverbank Arena: Football 5-a-side, Football 7-a-side
•	 Velodrome: Cycling (Track)

The Park will also be home to the International Broadcast Centre/Main Press 
Centre and the Paralympic Village, which will provide a temporary base for more 
than 6,000 athletes and officials.
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River Zone
A short distance from the Olympic Park, close to the River Thames, the River 
Zone venues will host more than 100 medal events across 10 sports. The 
zone is a combination of existing venues (ExCeL, North Greenwich Arena) 
and t emporary venues within London landmarks (Greenwich Park, The Royal 
Artillery Barracks).

•	 ExCeL: five arenas hosting Boccia, Judo, Powerlifting, Table Tennis, Sitting 
Volleyball, Wheelchair Fencing

•	 Greenwich Park: Equestrian
•	 North Greenwich Arena: Wheelchair Basketball
•	 The Royal Artillery Barracks: Archery, Shooting

Central London
Away from the Olympic Park and the River Zone, central London will stage the 
Marathon races on the Athletics programme, which will start and finish on  
The Mall.

•	 The Mall: Athletics (Marathon)

Out of London
The 2012 Paralympic Games will travel outside London to three different 
venues: world-class venues for Rowing and Sailing, and the internationally 
renowned Brands Hatch motor racing circuit in Kent for the Road Cycling 
 competition. Teams whose competitions are based at Eton Dorney and 
Weymouth and Portland will benefit from their own Villages, located near to 
the competition venues.

•	 Brands Hatch, Kent: Cycling (Road)
•	 Eton Dorney, Buckinghamshire: Rowing
•	 Weymouth and Portland, Dorset: Sailing
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WHO COMPETES IN 
PARALYMPIC SUMMER 
SPORTS 
To create fair competition, athletes with a disability are classified to ensure 
that athletes with similar function and abilities compete against each other. 
As a result, not all disabilities compete in all sports. Sports at the London 2012 
Paralympic Games will be contested by athletes with the following disabilities:

AMPUTATION 
Persons with at least one major joint or limb missing. This may be congenital, 
from birth, or acquired due to illness or injury. 

SPINAL CORD INJURY 
Persons with impaired function in the lower limbs and all or part of the trunk 
(paraplegia) if the injury is higher or in the neck area of the spine (quadriplegia), 
or where the upper limbs also are impaired (tetraplegia). People with medical 
conditions that result in similar loss of muscle function (e.g. spina bifida and 
poliomyelitis) are also included in this group of athletes with spinal injury.

CEREBRAL PALSY 
Cerebral palsy is a condition in which muscle tone, reflexes, posture, or move-
ment are affected. It may be present from birth or acquired up to age three as a 
result of a stroke or head injury. For sport purposes, athletes who acquire a brain 
injury after age three also fall in to this group.

VISUAL IMPAIRMENT 
Persons with any condition that impacts vision from reduced visual field or visual 
acuity (the acuteness or clearness of vision) to full blindness.

LES AUTRES 
“Les autres” is French for “others”. This group includes persons with multiple 
sclerosis (MS), muscular distrophy (MD) as well as any physical disabilities that do 
not fall into the other categories. 

INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY 
Intellectual disability refers to a cognitive impairment affecting brain function. 
This group of athletes did not compete at the Athens 2004 and Beijing 2008 
Paralympic Games, but will compete at the London 2012 Paralympic Games in 
the sports of athletics, swimming and table tennis.
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SPORT CLASSIFICATION 
GUIDE FOR THE LONDON 
2012 PARALYMPIC GAMES 
Archery
Archery is open to athletes with a physical disability and classification is divided 
into three classes:

ARW1: Athletes with spinal cord injury or cerebral palsy, with impairment in all 
four limbs.

ARW2: Wheelchair users with full arm function.

ARST: Standing: Athletes with full arm function but who have some disability in 
their legs.

This group also includes amputees, athletes with other physical disabilities and 
cerebral palsy standing athletes. Some athletes in the standing group will sit on  
a high stool for support but will still have their feet touching the ground.

Athletics
All disability groups can compete in Athletics and a system of letters and 
numbers is used to distinguish between them. The letter ‘F’ is for field athletes, 
‘T’ denotes those who compete on the track, while the number refers to their 
category.

11-13*: Track and field athletes who are visually impaired.

20: Track and field athletes who have an intellectual disability.

31-38: Track and field athletes with cerebral palsy.

40-46**: Track and field amputees and athletes with other physical disabilities.

T 50-56: Wheelchair track athletes.

F 50-58: Wheelchair field athletes.

* Athletes who are completely blind compete in Class 11 and run with a sighted 
guide. Field athletes in this class are also permitted the use of acoustic signals 
(voice, electronic, clapping, etc.) in the long jump, triple jump and javelin. Class  
13 athletes have more functional sight than Class 12 athletes who have the  
option of using a sighted guide.
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Depending on their classification, field athletes throw from either a seated or 
standing position.

** Athletes in classes 42-44 typically wear a prosthesis when competing.  
A prosthesis is optional in Classes 45 and 46.

Boccia
Boccia is open to athletes with cerebral palsy and other physical disabilities who 
compete from a wheelchair. Cerebral palsy is a disability which affects muscle 
tone, reflexes, posture or movements. Cerebral palsy may be identified at birth or 
sometime after. Similar symptoms may appear following a head injury.

There are four classes:

BC1: These athletes are able to throw a ball once it is placed in their hand.

BC2: These athletes have poor functional strength in all extremities and trunk  
but can wheel a wheelchair and do not need assistance to pick up and throw 
the ball.

BC3: These athletes have the most involved disability: players in this category 
cannot grasp and release the ball and as such use a ramp to play. These athletes 
play with a sports assistant, who is not permitted to watch the game, but follows 
player instructions to move the ramp and prepare the balls.

BC4: This division is for athletes with a severe disability but not necessarily 
 cerebral palsy. These players are able to pick up and throw their own balls.

Cycling
The major classes of impairment among para-cyclists are cerebral palsy, 
 amputation, visual impairment/blindness, neurological impairment/spinal cord 
injury as well as other neurological disorders such as multiple sclerosis and polio. 
Each has a range of functional ability, from low-function to high-function. These 
disabilities may have been present from birth (congenital impairment), and 
some happen as a result of injury or illness later in life (acquired impairment).

Para-cycling has four main divisions based on type of cycle used and level of 
functional impairment. The first letter is the functional impairment group/type 
of equipment and the number indicates the severity of the impairment, with “1” 
being the most severely disabled.

B1 - B3: Blind and visually-impaired athletes who ride a tandem bicycle  
with a pilot;
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C1 - C5: Cycle, including some amputee and cerebral palsy and/or traumatic 
brain-injured athletes, who use a regular bicycle;

T1 - T2: Tricycle, including some cerebral palsy and/or traumatic brain-injured 
athletes;

H1 - H4: Hand cycle, including some neurologically-impaired, spinal cord-injured 
and amputee athletes who use a hand cycle rather than a regular bicycle.

Equestrian
There are five grades of competitions in Para-Equestrian, with Grade IA 
 representing the more severely impaired riders, and Grade IV representing the 
least impaired riders. 

During the classification process, riders may receive approval to use specific 
“compensating aids”, which are used by riders to compensate for the physical 
or sensory limitation resulting from their impairment, thereby enabling them to 
effectively ride a horse. A compensating aid is not to be used to compensate for 
lack of riding skill or as an aid to enhance the horse’s performance, but would be 
considered a training aid. The well-being of the horse is paramount  
in  considering the use of any compensating aid.

Grade IV - Riders usually are impaired in one or two limbs or have a visual 
impairment.

Grade III - Often riders are able to walk without support. They may have minimal 
use of their limbs, loss of sight, or intellectual impairment.

Grade II - Most riders are wheelchair users or have little locomotive ability 
with some limb function. Others have severe unilateral impairment. The rider 
performs a walk and trot level test excluding canter.

Grade Ib – Riders are mainly wheelchair users with poor trunk balance and/or 
impairment of function in all four limbs, or no trunk balance and good upper 
limb function, or moderate trunk balance with severe impairment of all  
four limbs.

Grade Ia – Riders are mainly wheelchair users with impairment of all four limbs 
who may be able to walk with an unsteady gait, but trunk and balance are 
severely impaired.



28 Canadian Paralympic Team - Media Guide

Goalball
Goalball is played by athletes 
who are blind or who have a 
visual impairment. Participants 
wear eyeshades that restrict 
all vision, to ensure everyone 
competes on an equal basis.

Players are classified in to one 
of three classes based on the 
amount of vision they have: B1, 
B2, and B3, with B1 having the 
least vision and B3 having the 
most vision.

Judo
Judo is contested by athletes 
with visual impairments only. 
Athletes are  categorized into three different groups depending on their level 
of vision; B1, B2 and B3. However, due to the nature of the sport, all categories 
compete against each other in events divided by weight. 

Rowing
A rower with a physical disability or visual impairment is eligible to compete at 
the Paralympic Games as an adaptive rower if he/she and falls within one of the 
following sport classes: 

1) LTA: Rowers with a verifiable and permanent disability who have functional 
use of their legs, trunk and arms for rowing, and who can utilise the sliding seat 
to propel the boat. Eligible LTA rowers may typically have a disability such as 
amputation, neurological impairment, cerebral palsy or visual impairment.

2) TA: Rowers who have functional use of the trunk and who are not able to use 
the sliding seat to propel the boat because of significantly weakened function or 
mobility of the lower limbs will be assigned to the TA (trunk and arms) class. 

3) AS: Rowers who have minimal or no trunk function (i.e. shoulder function 
only) will be assigned to the AS class. An AS class rower is able to apply force 
 predominantly using the arms and/or shoulders and rows using arms and 
shoulders only.
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Sailing
Paralympic sailing is open to amputee, cerebral palsy, visually impaired, 
 wheelchair, and les autres athletes. The single-person and three-person keel 
boat competitions are open to most disability groups, while the two-person  
keel boat event is specifically designed for more severely disabled athletes.

Sailing’s classification system is based on four factors—stability, hand function, 
mobility, and vision. Athletes are evaluated and assigned points based on level 
of ability. This system allows athletes from different disability groups to compete 
together in this Paralympic sport. It also enables sailors with a more severe 
 physical disability to participate.

Athletes with physical disabilities are evaluated by the Classification Committee. 
Each athlete is awarded points from one to seven, based on their functional 
abilities from lowest to highest level of functionality, respectively. Athletes with 
a visual impairment are placed into one of three competition classes, based on 
their visual acuity and field of vision.

To ensure the participation of athletes with all point counts and from all classes 
of disability, there is a maximum point count of 14, which a crew of three 
persons must not exceed.

Shooting
Paralympic shooting is open to any athlete with a physical disability provided 
they meet the minimum disability requirements for shooting.

Shooting utilizes a functional classification system, which enables athletes from 
different disability classes to compete together either individually or in teams. 
Depending on the existing limitations (degree of body trunk functionality, 
balance while seating, muscle strength, and mobility of both upper and lower 
limbs), and on the skills that are necessary in shooting, athletes compete at 
Paralympic Games in two classes: SH1 and SH2.

SH2 athletes may use a special support for the arm, which complies with IPC 
specifications.

SH1 and SH2 classifications include subgroups SH1A, SH1B, SH1C, SH2A, SH2B, 
and AH2C. Each subgroup allows different assistive devices in an attempt to 
equalize competition among the athletes of a particular class with different 
functional abilities. Some allowances are permitted in the SH1B and SH1C sub-
class to allow for an equal and fair competition between the three subclasses.
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Swimming
Swimming combines various disabilities – such as limb loss, cerebral palsy spinal 
cord injury and other disabilities across classes. There are 14 classes in swimming:

Classes 1-10 are allocated to swimmers with a physical disability, Class 1 having 
the most involved disability and Class 10 the least involved, for example a partial 
hand amputation.

Classes 11-13 are allocated to swimmers with a visual impairment. Class 11 will 
have little or no vision; Class 12 can recognise the shape of a hand and have 
some ability to see; Class 13 will have greater vision than the other two classes 
but less than 20 degrees of vision.

Class 14 is allocated to swimmers with an intellectual disability.

The prefix ‘S’ denotes the class for Freestyle, Backstroke and Butterfly. The prefix 
‘SB’ denotes the class for Breaststroke. The prefix ‘SM’ denotes the class for 
Individual Medley.

The classification system ranges from swimmers with a more involved (S1, SB1, 
SM1) to those with a less involved disability (S10, SB9, SM10). Swimmers may 
have a different classification for different strokes, depending on the way their 
disability affects the way they swim each of the specific strokes. 

Within a single heat of a race and in any one class, some swimmers may start 
with a dive or in the water, an aspect which is also considered when athletes  
are classified.

Wheelchair Basketball
The classification rules of the International Federation for Wheelchair Basketball 
state that athletes with a physical impairment that affects at least one leg are 
eligible to compete in the sport at the Paralympics.

Athletes are classified based on their ability to perform skills specific to the 
sport of wheelchair basketball; wheeling, dribbling, passing, reaction to contact, 
 shooting, rebounding.

Classifications range from 0.5 to 4.5. Lower class athletes are more limited in their 
functional skills. Athletes assigned higher classes have few limitations. The total 
number of points on the court assigned for each of the five players on the court 
may not exceed 14 points at any one time in most divisions.
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Wheelchair Fencing
There are three divisions of competition based on disability classification. 
Athletes are classified into one of three classes A, B, or C. However, class C 
 competitors do not compete at Paralympic Games.

Each athlete is examined by the classification team to determine his/her ability 
to perform the skills needed to fence. For example; athletes are required to 
perform various lunges to determine their ability to return to an upright position 
following a lunge forward or to the side. They are also tested for arm extension, 
speed of movement, chest extension and balance etc. 

Athletes are assigned point scores based on their ability to perform the required 
skills. The higher the final point score, the greater the ability of the athlete to 
 perform the required skills. Athletes classified as an “A” have more ability to 
 perform the skills than athletes classified as either “B” or “C.”

Wheelchair Rugby
The classification rules of the International Federation for Wheelchair Rugby 
state that athletes with a physical impairment that affects the arms and legs are 
eligible to compete in the sport at the Paralympics.

Each team fields four players at one time. These players must add up to 8.0 
 class ification points, though an extra 0.5 points is allowed for each female on  
the court.

Wheelchair Tennis
Wheelchair tennis is played from a wheelchair with two classes – open and 
quad. In the open division, athletes must have a permanent substantial or total 
loss of function in one or both legs. For the quad division, the eligibility criteria 
require that a player has a disability in three or more limbs.
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TEAM CANADA IN LONDON: 
KEY FACTS 
Canada will compete in London at the 2012 Paralympic Games from Aug. 29 to 
Sept. 9, 2012.

A total of 291 Canadians comprise the Team, including 145 athletes, 12 athlete 
support personnel (pilots/guides/sport assistants), and 134 officials (coaches, 
managers, support staff, mission staff ).

Canada’s Chef de Mission is Dr. Gaétan Tardif and Assistant Chef de Mission is 
Elisabeth Walker-Young.

•	 Gaétan has been involved in seven consecutive Paralympic Team missions as a 
physician, Chief Medical Officer, as Assistant Chef and now Chef de Mission.

•	 Elisabeth, a sports administrator who worked for VANOC for the Vancouver 
2010 Paralympic Winter Games, competed at four Paralympic Games in 
swimming from 1992 to 2000, winning three gold, one silver and two bronze 
medals overall.

Canada will compete in 15 of the 20 sports in London: athletics, archery, 
rowing, sailing, shooting, boccia, judo, cycling, wheelchair fencing, swimming, 
wheelchair tennis, wheelchair rugby, equestrian, wheelchair basketball,  goalball. 
(Canada did not qualify athletes in table tennis, sitting volleyball, football 
5-a-side, football 7-a-side and powerlifting.)

Performance Goal
Building on the great success of the Vancouver 2010 Paralympic Winter  
Games (where Canada placed third in both the gold medal count and  overall 
medal count), Canada is looking to continue its winning ways at future 
Paralympic Games.

The Canadian Paralympic Team’s performance goal is to finish in the top  
eight nations, based on gold medal count. This goal was established in 
 collaboration with Own the Podium, Sport Canada and all summer National 
Sport Organizations.
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Canada’s Historical Performances
At the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Summer Games, Team Canada placed seventh 
overall, winning 19 gold, 10 silver and 21 bronze medals for a total of 50 medals.

•	 The level of competition and depth of field continue to increase for Paralympic 
Games. The last Summer Paralympic Games took place in 2008 in Beijing, 
China and attracted 3,951 athletes from 146 countries.

•	 The London 2012 Paralympic Games are set to be even bigger with 4,200 
athletes from 174 countries.

In Beijing, visually-impaired swimmer Donovan Tildesley was Canada’s 
 flag-bearer for the Opening Ceremony. Gold medallist sailor Paul Tingley  
was Canada’s closing ceremony flag bearer.

In Athens 2004, Canada finished third overall with 72 medals (28 gold, 19 silver, 
25 bronze).

In Sydney 2000, Canadian Paralympians earned a record 96 medals (38 gold, 33 
silver, 25 bronze) and finished third overall in the country standings.

In Atlanta 1996, Canada placed seventh overall with 72 medals (24 gold, 24 silver 
and 24 bronze).

Returning to the Birthplace of the Paralympic Games
To compete in Great Britain is especially meaningful as it is the birthplace of the 
modern Paralympic Movement.

•	 It was Dr. Ludwig Guttman who first recognized the rehabilitative power of 
sport for injured soldiers.

•	 What started with one sport, archery, grew into the Stoke Mandeville Games 
in 1948. Since then, the Paralympics have grown to become one of the world’s 
largest sporting events.

•	 The first Paralympic Games took place in Rome, Italy in 1960 featuring 400 
 athletes from 23 countries and have taken place every four years since, 
 enjoying exponential growth.

•	 Since the Seoul Summer Games (1988) and the Albertville Winter Games 
(1992), the Paralympics have also taken place at the same venues as the 
Olympic Games.
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BEIJING 2008 PARALYMPIC 
GAMES – CANADIAN TEAM 
MEDALLISTS 
SPORT EVENT NAME MEDAL 
Athletics Men’s 100m - T42 CONNOR Earle Gold
 Men’s 100m - T52 BERGERON Dean Gold
 Men’s 200m - T52 BERGERON Dean Gold
 Women’s 100m - T52 STILWELL Michelle Gold
 Women’s 200m - T52 STILWELL Michelle Gold
 Women’s 100m - T54 PETITCLERC Chantal Gold
 Women’s 200m - T54 PETITCLERC Chantal Gold
 Women’s 400m - T54 PETITCLERC Chantal Gold
 Women’s 800m - T54 PETITCLERC Chantal Gold
 Women’s 1500m - T54 PETITCLERC Chantal Gold
 Women’s 5000m - T54 ROY Diane Silver
 Women’s 400m - T54 ROY Diane Bronze
 Women’s 800m - T54 ROY Diane Bronze
 Men’s 100m - T52 BEAUDOIN Andre Bronze
 Men’s 400m - T52 BERGERON Dean Bronze
 Men’s 1500m - T11 DUNKERLEY Jason Bronze
 Men’s Shot Put - F33/34/52 PETTEY Kyle Bronze
 Women’s 100m - T53 DUFF Ilana Bronze
 Women’s 200m - T44 REID Stefanie Bronze

Cycling Road Women’s Individual Road Race -  
 B&VI 1-3 OUELLET Genevieve Bronze
  HUPIN Mathilde 
Cycling Track Men’s Individual Pursuit (CP 3) QUEVILLON Jean Bronze

Equestrian Individual Freestyle Test - Grade II BARWICK Lauren / MAILE Gold
 Individual Championship Test -  
 Grade II BARWICK Lauren / MAILE Silver

Sailing 1-Person Keelboat (2.4mR) TINGLEY Paul Gold
 2-Person Keelboat (SKUD18) McROBERTS John Scott Bronze
  LOUTTIT Stacie 

Swimming Women’s 50m Freestyle - S10 POLINARIO Anne Gold
 Women’s 100m Freestyle - S13 GRAND’MAISON Valerie Gold
 Women’s 400m Freestyle - S13 GRAND’MAISON Valerie Gold
 Women’s 100m Butterfly - S13 GRAND’MAISON Valerie Gold
 Women’s 100m Backstroke - S13 GOTELL Chelsey Gold
 Women’s 200 Individual Medely -  
 SM13 GOTELL Chelsey Gold
 Women’s 100m Backstroke - S9 DIXON Stephanie Gold
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SPORT EVENT NAME MEDAL 
Swimming (cont.) Women’s 400m Freestyle - S9 DIXON Stephanie Silver
 Women’s 200 Individual Medely -  
 SM9 DIXON Stephanie Silver

 Women’s 50m Freestyle - S13 GRAND’MAISON Valerie Silver
 Women’s 100m Backstroke - S13 GRAND’MAISON Valerie Silver
 Women’s 100m Freestyle - S13 GOTELL Chelsey Silver
 Women’s 100m Butterfly - S13 COTE Kirby Silver
 Women’s 200 Individual Medely -  
 SM13 COTE Kirby Silver
 Men’s 50m Freestyle - S10 HUOT Benoit Bronze
 Men’s 100m Freestyle - S10 HUOT Benoit Bronze
 Men’s 400m Freestyle - S10 HUOT Benoit Bronze
 Men’s 200m Individual Medeley -  
 SM10 HUOT Benoit Bronze
 Men’s 400m Freestyle - S11 TILDESLEY Donovan Bronze
 Women’s 100m Freestyle - S9 DIXON Stephanie Bronze
 Women’s 400m Freestyle - S13 GOTELL Chelsey Bronze
 Women’s 100m Butterfly - S13 GOTELL Chelsey Bronze
 Women’s 200 Individual Medely -  
 SM13 GRAND’MAISON Valerie Bronze

Wheelchair Basketball Men DINI Abdi Silver
  LANCIA Adam 
  STOUTENBERG Chris 
  DUREPOS David 
  ENG David 
  BORISOFF Jamie 
  JOHNSON Joey 
  ANDERSON Patrick 
  PETER Richard 
  HEDGES Robert 
  NORTON Ross 
  ROUILLARD Yvon 

Wheelchair Rugby Mixed Eight Team - Open PARADIS Daniel Bronze
  WILLSIE David 
  SCHMUTZ Erika 
  LAVOIE Fabien 
  HICKLING Garett 
  CHAN Ian 
  FUNK Jared 
  CRONE Jason 
  WHITEHEAD Mike 
  SIMARD PATRICE 
  LUANGKHAMDENG Say 
  HIRSCHFIELD Trevor 
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HISTORICAL SUMMER 
MEDALS TABLE FOR THE 
CANADIAN PARALYMPIC 
TEAM

CITY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL

Toronto 1976 25 26 26 77

Arnhem 1980 64 35 31 130

New York/Stoke 
Mandeville 1984

87 82 69 238

Seoul 1988 55 42 55 152

Barcelona 1992 28 21 26 75

Atlanta 1996 24 21 24 69

Sydney 2000 38 33 25 96

Athens 2004 28 19 25 72

Beijing 2008 19 10 21 50
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PAST FLAGBEARERS AND 
PAST CHEFS DE MISSION
Past Flag Bearers

GAMES OPENING CEREMONY 
FLAGBEARER

CLOSING CEREMONY 
FLAGBEARER

1992 - Barcelona, Spain Arnold Boldt (Athletics) Joanne Mucz 
(Swimming)

1996 - Atlanta, USA Marni Abbott 
(Wheelchair Basketball) 
/ Jeff Christie (Goalball)

Chantal Petitclerc 
(Athletics)

2000 - Sydney, 
Australia

Gary Longhi (Cycling) Pier Morten (Judo)

2004 - Athens , Greece Chantal Benoit 
(Wheelchair Basketball)

Chantal Petitclerc 
(Athletics)

2008 - Beijing, China Donovan Tildesley 
(Swimming)

Paul Tingley (Sailing)

Past Chefs de Mission

GAMES CHEF DE MISSION RESIDENCE
1976 - Toronto, Canada Richard Loiselle Halifax, NS
1980 - Arnhem, The 
Netherlands

Robert Steadward Edmonton, AB

1984 - New York/Stoke 
Mandeville, USA

John Smyth and 
Sharon Cook

Toronto, ON (both)

1988 - Seoul, South 
Korea

Richard Loiselle Halifax, NS

1992 - Barcelona, Spain Laurel Crosby Ladner, BC
1996 - Atlanta, USA Karen O’Neill Ottawa, ON
2000 - Sydney, 
Australia

Wayne Hellquist Regina, SK

2004 - Athens , Greece Louis Barbeau Repentigny, QC
2008 - Beijing, China Debbie Low Richmond Hill, ON
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HISTORICAL PARALYMPIC 
GAMES MEDAL RESULTS BY 
COUNTRY

Toronto 1976

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 USA 66 44 45 155
2 Netherlands 45 25 14 84
3 Israel 40 13 16 69

4 Fed. Rep. of 
Germany 37 34 26 97

5 Great Britain 29 29 36 94
6 Canada 25 26 26 77
7 Poland 24 17 12 53
8 France 23 21 14 58
9 Sweden 22 27 24 73

10 Austria 17 16 17 50

Arnhem 1980

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 USA 75 66 54 195
2 Poland 75 50 52 177

3 Fed. Rep. of 
Germany 68 48 46 162

4 Canada 64 35 31 130
5 Great Britain 47 32 21 100
6 Netherlands 33 31 36 100
7 Sweden 31 36 24 91
8 France 28 26 31 85
9 Mexico 20 16 6 42

10 Norway 15 13 8 36
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New York/Stoke Mandeville 1984

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 USA 137 131 129 397
2 Great Britain 107 112 112 331
3 Canada 87 82 69 238
4 Sweden 83 43 34 160

5 Fed. Rep. of 
Germany 79 76 75 230

6 France 71 69 45 185
7 Netherlands 55 52 28 135
8 Australia 49 54 51 154
9 Poland 46 39 21 106

10 Denmark 30 13 16 59

Seoul 1988

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 USA 91 90 91 272

2 Fed. Rep. of 
Germany 76 66 51 193

3 Great Britain 65 65 53 183
4 Canada 55 42 55 152
5 France 47 44 50 141
6 Sweden 42 38 23 103
7 Korea 40 35 19 94
8 Netherlands 31 25 30 86
9 Poland 24 25 33 82

10 Australia 23 35 38 96

Barcelona 1992

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 USA 75 52 48 175
2 Germany 61 51 59 171
3 Great Britain 40 47 41 128
4 France 36 36 34 106
5 Spain 34 31 42 107
6 Canada 28 21 26 75
7 Australia 24 27 25 76
8 Unified Team 16 14 15 45
9 Netherlands 14 14 11 39

10 Norway 13 13 7 33
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Atlanta 1996

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 USA 46 46 65 157
2 Australia 42 37 27 106
3 Germany 40 58 51 149
4 Great Britain 39 42 41 122
5 Spain 39 31 36 106
6 France 35 29 31 95
7 Canada 24 21 24 69
8 Netherlands 17 11 17 45
9 China 16 13 10 39

10 Japan 14 10 13 37

Sydney 2000

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 Australia 63 39 47 149
2 Great Britain 41 43 47 131
3 Canada 38 33 25 96
4 Spain 38 30 28 106
5 USA 36 39 34 109
6 China 34 22 17 73
7 France 30 28 28 86
8 Poland 19 22 12 53
9 Korea 18 7 7 32

10 Germany 16 41 38 95

Athens 2004

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 China 63 46 32 141
2 Great Britain 35 30 29 94
3 Canada 28 19 25 72
4 USA 27 22 39 88
5 Australia 26 39 36 101
6 Ukraine 24 12 19 55
7 Spain 20 27 24 71
8 Germany 19 28 31 78
9 France 18 26 30 74

10 Japan 17 15 20 52



41London 2012 Paralympic Summer Games

Beijing 2008

RANK COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
1 China 89 70 52 211
2 Great Britain 42 29 31 102
3 USA 36 35 28 99
4 Ukraine 24 18 32 74
5 Australia 23 29 27 79
6 South Africa 21 3 6 30
7 Canada 19 10 21 50
8 Russia 18 23 22 63
9 Brazil 16 14 17 47

10 Spain 15 21 22 58
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TEAM CANADA MEDIA 
CONTACTS

London-Based 
(London telephone numbers will be posted on www.paralympic.ca after 
August 20)

Martin Richard | CPC Executive Director, Communications and Marketing 
Email: mrichard@paralmpic.ca | Skype ID: martrichard 

Out-Of-Village Communications Lead: CPC President, CEO interviews

Mark Dottori | CPC Director, Communications and Marketing  
Email: mdottori@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: mobile.mark.dottori

Press Chief: Chef de Mission, Assistant Chef de Mission interviews

Alison Korn | Manger, Media Relations 
Email: akorn@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: alisonkorncdnparalympic

Rowing, Sailing, Archery, Shooting

Judy Joseph-Black | Assistant Press Chief  
Email: jjoseph-black@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: soccernut2010

Swimming, Wheelchair Fencing 

Louis Daignault | Press Attaché 
Email: ldaignault@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: louis.daignault

Cycling, Wheelchair Tennis 

Brigitte Légaré | Press Attaché 
Email: blegare@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: Brigitte.legare

Athletics, Boccia, Judo

Marie-Hélène Cayer | Press Attaché 
Email: mcayer@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: marie-en-chine
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Wheelchair Rugby, Goalball (Men & Women)

Carrie Croft | Press Attaché 
Email: ccroft@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: Croftca

Wheelchair Basketball (Men & Women)

Jody Kingsbury | Press Attaché 
Email: jkingsbury@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: wheelchairbballcanada

Equestrian

Julie Cull | Press Attaché 
Email: jcull@paralympic.ca

Website, Social Media, Photos, Videos

Julia Frappier | CPC Communications Staff 
Email: jfrappier@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: julia_frappier

Ottawa-Based
Media Relations

Kim McLachlan | CPC Communications Staff 
Tel.: 613-569-4333 x225 | Email: kmclachlan@paralympic.ca 
Skype ID: Kimberley.mclachlan

Website, Social Media, Photos, Videos

Kalie Sinclair | CPC Communications Staff 
Tel.: 613-569-4333 x245 | Email: ksinclair@paralympic.ca | Skype ID: kaliesinc
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Archery is the art, practice, or skill of 
propelling arrows with the use of a bow. 
While archery was historically used for 
combat and hunting, today it is primarily 
a sporting activity. Archery was one 
of the original Paralympic sports first 
contested in Rome in 1960. 

Athletes with physical disabilities can 
compete either standing or in wheel-
chairs in men’s and women’s categories. 
The objective of the sport is to shoot 
arrows accurately at a target marked 
with ten concentric rings. A hit in the 
centre ring (bull’s eye) scores ten points, 
with the following zones decreasing in 
point value until the outer ring, which is 
worth one point. 

Archery competitions are held both 
indoors and outdoors. The face size of 
the target and distance from the archer 

vary depending on the competition. In outdoor competition, the archer shoots 
at a target 70 metres away. In indoor competition, the distance is 18 or 25 
metres. Target faces range in size from 40cm (for 18 metre distance) to 122cm 
(for 60 m to 90 m distances). An archery competition is divided into ends of 
three or six arrows. Archers have a set time limit in which to shoot their arrows 
and at the completion of each end, the scores for each arrow are summed up. 
The final score is the sum of all ends played. 

The Paralympic competition format is identical to that of the Olympic Games. 
Archers shoot 72 arrows from a distance of 70 metres at a target of 122 cm.  
A perfect score is 720.

The World Archery Federation (www.archery.org) is the international governing 
body for archery and sets the rules of competition.

Archery Canada is Canada’s National Sport Organization  
(www.archerycanada.ca).
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Kevin Evans
Kevin Evans is one of the top Paralympic archers in the world. He started 
competing nationally in 2003 when he attended his first National 
Championships and won the event. In 2005 he went on to compete in his 
first World Championship, placing fifth. His world championship title in 2007 
was followed by another world championship title in 2009.

Evans competed in the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games and placed sixth.  
He now holds two world championship titles and four world records. In 
 able-bodied competition, Evans placed fifth in the Mexican Grand Prix in 
2006 and third in 2008 at the World Cup.

Evans lost his left arm in 2000 in a seismic-rig accident in Alberta’s Peace 
River region. Because he wanted to participate in a sport that he could do 
before he had his accident, he continued to practise archery.

Evans was named the Male Athlete of the Year for the British Columbia 
Archery Association three years in a row, the 2007 Premier’s Athlete Award, 
and World Archery’s Athlete of the week in May 2011. He was awarded 
Archery Canada’s Male Athlete of the Year award in 2009.

Evans won a gold medal at the Guadalajara 2011 Parapan Am Games. In 
June 2012, he won gold at the prestigious Stoke Mandeville International 
Invitational in Stoke Mandeville, England.

A father of two, Evans operates Kootenay Archery Ltd., a home business 
that crafts customized equipment for hunters, hobbyists and sporting 
enthusiasts.

Height/Weight: 173 cm / 76 kg
Date of Birth: September 28, 1962 
Birth Place: Calgary, AB
Residence: Jaffray, BC
Disability Type:  Amputee
Classification: ARST
Occupation:  Self Employed  
 Kootenay Archery Ltd.
Event:  Men’s Open Compound 
 Bow
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Bob Hudson
Bob Hudson is a passionate athlete with the drive to strive for the podium. 
He trains hard three hours a day; every other day shooting, and cardio and 
muscle training in between. Hudson also leads an active life outside of 
training with his own small machines mechanical business and  numerous 
outdoor hobbies. As a part of the Spirited Arrows shooting club in 
Saskatchewan, he takes his son shooting and has helped him achieve a high 
ranking in Canada in archery, too.

Hudson was involved in a snowmobile accident in 2003 that left him a 
paraplegic. He has never been the type of person to sit around and do 
 nothing, so he did not let his newly-acquired disability affect his lifestyle. 

Throughout his sport career, Hudson has learned the value of perseverance 
and determination. His fellow teammate, Kevin Evans, has been influential in 
helping Hudson. He now knows what it takes to overcome obstacles such as 
medical issues as a paraplegic and he says this makes him a stronger person.

Since Hudson started competing in 2005, he has competed at the World 
Championships in Italy 2005, Korea 2007, Czech Republic 2009 and most 
recently, Italy 2011. To prepare for the World Championships, he competes 
in major competitions across the USA and Canada. Hudson’s first World 
Championship competition in Italy 2005 and his bronze medal he won in the 
team event in Korea 2007 are his top moments so far in his career.

Hudson captured the silver medal at the 2011 Parapan American Games in 
Guadalajara, Mexico.

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 96 kg
Date of Birth: February 2, 1967 
Birth Place: Moose Jaw, SK
Residence: Leoville, SK 
Disability Type:  Paraplegia
Classification: ARW2
Occupation:  Self Employed 
Event:  Men’s Open Compound 
 Bow
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Norbert Murphy
Norbert Murphy can still remember the feeling of joy when he hit his first 
target. There was a shooting range next to the track where he trained for 
wheelchair racing, and he tried archery one day after practice. He has been 
hooked ever since.

In London, Murphy will be competing in his third Paralympic Games. He also 
competed at the Sydney 2000 and 2008 2008 Paralympic Games. Murphy 
captured the bronze medal at the 2009 World Para-Archery Championship 
and finished fifth at the 2011 World Para-Archery Championship (in the 
men’s Compound Bow, ARW1 category).

In June 2012, Murphy won silver at the prestigious Stoke Mandeville 
International Invitational in Stoke Mandeville, England.

Height/Weight: 188 cm / 102 kg
Date of Birth: January 29, 1956 
Club:  La Fine Pointe de Brossard
Birth Place: Montreal, QC
Hometown:  Vaudreuil-Dorion, QC
Residence: Vaudreuil-Dorion, QC 
Classification: W1
Event:  Compound Bow,  
 Men’s ARW1 category
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Line Tremblay
Line Tremblay joined the Canadian National Archery Team in September 
2007, at age 44.

She competed at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games, as well as several 
archery world championships. Her goal for London is a performance that 
reflects all of the hard work and training she has done.

The most influential person on her sporting career is her coach, Kim 
HyangTak. Tremblay trains six times per week with the Club les Fléchivores de 
Sherbrooke. She finds the greatest benefit of sport is body-spirit harmony. 

Tremblay has been a paraplegic since 1999, caused by a neurological 
condition. 

Tremblay has studied aerospace, mechanical engineering and applied 
 sciences and has learned how to pilot a plane. She works as a teacher, a 
public speaker and an engineer. Her hobbies are gardening, going to the 
movies and history. Her hero is Nelson Mandela. 

Height/Weight: 152 cm / 53 kg
Date of Birth: December 13, 1962 
Club:  Les Fléchivores de  
 Sherbrooke 
Birth Place: Jonquière, QC
Residence: Magog, QC 
Disability Type:  Paraplegia
Classification: ARW2
Occupation:  Teacher, public speaker,  
 engineer
Event:  Recurve Bow,  
 ARW2 category
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Karen Van Nest
In London, Karen Van Nest will be competing in her fourth Paralympic 
Games. She competed in the Sydney 2000, Athens 2004 and Beijing 2008 
Paralympic Games in pistol shooting, with her top finish a fourth place in 
Sydney. After Beijing, Van Nest retired from shooting and members of the 
archery team helped her discover archery as her new sport.

The London 2012 Paralympic Games will mark the first time Van Nest 
 competes at the Games as an archery athlete. Van Nest also won a bronze 
medal at the 2006 world championships in rowing and competed at two 
world championships in archery, in 2009 and 2011.

Van Nest began shooting in 1996, the year she found out about the Olympic 
pistol disciplines. She was named to the national team in 1998. A year later, 
she won a bronze at her first international competition.

She also loves to kayak and bike. Van Nest was the 1999, 2006 and 2007 
Mississauga Disabled Athlete of the Year. She acquired her disability as a 
result of a motorcycle accident in 1985. She graduated from the welding 
program at the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science and Technology 
in 2009.

Height/Weight: 165 cm / 60 kg
Date of Birth: September 29, 1962 
Club:  Bruce Peninsula   
 Sportsmen’s Association 
Coach:  Phillip Henderson
Birth Place: North Bay, ON
Hometown:  Wiarton, ON
Residence: Wiarton, ON 
Classification:  ST
Event:  Women’s Open Compound  
 Bow
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Vladimir Kopecky
Vladimir Kopecky started coaching track & field in 1959. In 1963, he enrolled 
in a coaching university in Bratislava, studying track and field and cross 
 country skiing. At the time he was coaching track and field along with 
 soccer. He earned his diploma in 1968 and arrived in Canada with his wife 
the same year.

In spring 1969, Kopecky started coaching athletics with Geoff Gowan in the 
Toronto area until 1975. That year, he relocated with his family to Kimberley, 
B.C. and started coaching alpine skiing conditioning. In 1979, Kopecky took 
up archery and in 1982 started coaching the sport.

Since then he has developed several Canadian national champions and U.S. 
national champions. In 2004 he started working with Kevin Evans, who in the 
space of one year won the Canadian National Championship, the Canada 
Cup and since then has broken many Canadian and world records and has 
become a two-time world champion. 

Kopecky is now working with National Team members, conducting  training 
camps and is also working with several local school archers. He says, “Sport is 
a major part of my life, and I’m not ready to quit.”

Date of Birth: March 23, 1943 
Birth Place: Kremnica, Slovak Republic
Residence: Kimberley, BC 
Occupation:  Coach

HEAD COACH
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Linda Gagnon
Assistant 

Magog, QC





Olympic Stadium

ATHLETICS
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Athletics offers a wide range of 
 competitions and the largest number  
of events. Athletics includes: 

•	 Track events: Sprint (100m, 200m, 
400m), Middle Distance (800m, 
1500m), Long Distance (5,000m), and 
Relay races (4x100m, 4x400m)

•	 Road event: Marathon

•	 Jumping events: High Jump, Long 
Jump, and Triple Jump

•	 Throwing events: Discus, Shot Put,  
and Javelin

•	 Combined events: Club throw

The rules of Paralympic track and field are almost identical to those of its 
Olympic counterpart. Allowances are made to accommodate certain disabilities 
(for example, blind and more severely visually-impaired runners often compete 
with guide runners attached to them with a tether at the wrist). 

Athletics are governed by the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) with 
co-ordination from the IPC Athletics Sports Manager and Technical Committee. 
For more information about Canadian Athletics for disabled athletes go to the 
National Sport Federation: www.athletics.ca.
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Height/Weight: 147 cm / 45 kg
Date of Birth: November 21, 1982
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Amanda Fader
Birth Place: Charlottetown, PEI
Hometown: Barrie, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification: T34
Event(s): 100m, 200m

@RachaelBurrowsRachael Burrows
Rachel Burrows will be making her Paralympic debut this summer in London. 
She loves the message that the Paralympic Games send, saying “It shows 
what we as Paralympic athletes are capable of. I suggest to everyone, just 
watch and you’ll see.” Her success is credited to her positive attitude; always 
willing to learn something new, push forward to improve and progress.

Burrows was born with cerebral palsy. She was encouraged to participate in 
Paralympic sports by her father. Burrows first began wheelchair racing when 
she was 10, and then advanced to international racing at age 16. 

Nicknamed Rachie, London will be Burrows’ first Paralympic Games. She 
has represented Canada at several other international events. At the 2011 
Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, she finished fourth in the 
T34 100 metres. Burrows also won a bronze medal at the 2001 CP-ISRA  
World Games.

Burrows is inspired by her hero and Ottawa Lions teammate Noella Klawitter, 
a visually impaired athlete. When she’s not training five days a week, Burrows 
enjoys camping and kayaking. 
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Josh Cassidy
Determination and hard work have gotten Josh Cassidy to where he is today. 
Knowing that wheelchair racing is about strength and force; the hours he 
has spent on the track, road and in the gym have allowed Cassidy to become 
one of Canada’s top wheelchair racers. 

Cassidy holds the Canadian wheelchair records for the T54 1,500m, 5000m 
and Marathon. He made his Paralympic Games debut in 2008 in Beijing 
where his best result was a fourth in his heat in the 5000 metres, and 10th 
place finish overall. 

Just weeks after his birth, Cassidy was diagnosed with neuroblastoma, 
a  cancer in the spine and abdomen. He was given a very low chance of 
survival but is now preparing to compete in his second Paralympic Games.

In April 2012, Cassidy overcame health and equipment problems to 
surpass the world fastest time at the Boston Marathon. He covered the 
42.195- kilometre course in 1:18:25.00. That eclipsed the old mark of 1:18:27 
set by Ernst Van Dyk of South Africa in 2004. Just six days later, Cassidy raced 
the London Marathon where he placed eighth. He was also in the British 
capital to help raise funds for a five-year-old girl battling a cancer similar to 
the one that he had. Cassidy won the London Marathon in 2010.

Cassidy has twice been named the Ontario Wheelchair Sport Association’s 
Male athlete of the year.

Height/Weight: 170 cm / 62 kg
Date of Birth: November 15, 1984
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Amanda Fader
Birth Place: Ottawa, ON
Hometown: Ottawa, ON
Residence: Toronto, ON
Classification: T54
Event(s): 800m, 1500m, 5000m,  
 Marathon

@JoshCassidy84
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Earle Connor
Ever since Earle Connor was a child, he’s been determined to be a star 
 athlete. Connor had his left leg amputated just above the knee at three 
months old. He continued to play sports beside able-bodied athletes and 
excelled at hockey. Connor was the first player with a disability drafted in the 
Western Hockey League.

As a Paralympic sprinter, Connor has produced 18 world record perfor-
mances. At the Beijing 2008 Paralympics he won gold in the 100m in a 
Games’ record 12.32 seconds. That came after setting a world mark of 12.08 
seconds at an international meet a few weeks earlier. At the Sydney 2000 
Games, Connor won the 100m and finished second in the 200m. He is 
Canadian Record holder in the T42 100m and 200m.

Connor first noticed the Paralympics when he watched the 100 metres at 
the Atlanta 1996 Paralympic Games. Two weeks later he competed in his first 
event, a 60-metre race in Hamilton. He won the race, setting a world record.

In 2003 Connor won the Laureus World Sportsperson of the Year with a 
Disability Award.

Height/Weight: 173 cm / 66 kg
Date of Birth: July 30, 1976
Club: University of Calgary  
 Athletics Club
Coach: Les Gramantik
Birth Place: Castlegar, BC
Hometown: Calgary, AB
Residence: Calgary, AB
Classification: T42
Event(s): 100m

@EarleConnor
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Nathan Dewitt
Nathan Dewitt will be making his Paralympic Games debut in London. 
Dewitt was born with dyplegia cerebral palsy. Doctors told him he wouldn’t 
be able to ride a bike or walk, but he’s proven them wrong. At 15 he began 
playing sledge hockey, which led to other sports like wheelchair basketball, 
kneeboarding and tennis. At the recommendation of his physiotherapist, 
Dewitt decided to try wheelchair racing.

At the 2012 Canadian Track and Field Trials in Calgary, Dewitt placed first in 
the 100m and second in the 200m. He credits his father with teaching him 
that if he wants to accomplish something, he needs to fight to accomplish it.

Dewitt, who trains seven days a week alternating between the track and 
gym, also has a twin.

Height/Weight: 165 cm / 62 kg
Date of Birth: December 20, 1990
Club: BC Wheelchair Sports
Coach: James Hustvedt
Birth Place: New Westminster, BC
Hometown: Surrey, BC
Residence: Surrey, BC
Classification: T34
Event(s): 100m, 200m

@NathanJDeWitt
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Braedon Dolfo
Braedon Dolfo is very excited to represent Canada at his first Paralympic 
Games in London this summer. Dolfo developed cataracts and chronic 
uveitis at age five. He began competing in track and field at age 11, at the 
suggestion of a doctor at a children’s hospital after he developed glaucoma. 
Dolfo took quickly to athletics events, crediting natural athletic ability and 
determination. 

At the 2011 IPC World Championship, Dolfo won a bronze and set a 
Canadian record in the F13 high jump. He also anchored the visually-
impaired 4x100m relay team to a fourth-place finish. Dolfo represented 
Canada at the Guadalajara 2011 Parapan American Games in Mexico, where 
he won a bronze medal in the T13 100m. Dolfo is the Canadian record holder 
in T13 100m and 200m, records he broke again earlier this year  
while  qualifying for the Canadian Paralympic Team.

Off the track, Dolfo enjoys listening to music. This fall he will attend Trinity 
Western University and hopes to join the track and field team there to 
continue to work with his coach Laurier Primeau.

Height/Weight: 179 cm / 72 kg
Date of Birth: November 28, 1993
Club: Langley Mustangs
Coach: Laurier Primeau 
Developed by:  Kim Chapdelaine  
 Dwayne Lotnick
Birth Place: Kingstown, St-Vincent &  
 the Grenadines
Hometown: Langley, BC
Residence: Langley, BC
Classification: T11-13
Event(s): 4 x 100m, 100m, 200m

@BDolfo93
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Jason Dunkerley
Jason Dunkerley was born blind and began running in elementary school, 
but it wasn’t until he was in high school that he became serious about com-
peting. After moving to Hamilton from Northern Ireland, Dunkerley attended 
the W. Ross Macdonald School for Students who are Visually Impaired, Blind 
and Deafblind, where students were encouraged to get involved in sports.

Dunkerley has represented Canada at three Paralympic Games and with 
guide Greg Dailey raced to a silver medal in Sydney 2000, a silver in Athens in 
2004 and a bronze in Beijing in 2008. 

He has also raced at three IPC World Championships, winning gold in 2011 
in the 800m, double gold in 2006 in both the 800m and 1500m, and gold in 
2002 in the 1500m. 

At the 2007 Parapan American Games in Rio, Dunkerley won gold in both 
the 800m and 1500m. At the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, 
he won a silver medal in the 1500m and a bronze medal in the 5000m.

He is the current Canadian record holder for the T11 800m, 1500m and 
5000m. 

In London, he will be guided by Joshua Karanja. Dunkerley feels that this 
new partnership is very beneficial to his training. Dunkerley notes that since 
Karanja is faster than him, it has increased his speed.

Having a supportive family, friends, coaches, teammates and community is 
incredibly important to Dunkerley and he is grateful for all of this. He lives in 
Ottawa, Ont., with his wife Colleen.

His brother, Jon Dunkerley, is also a member of the Para-Athletics team for 
London 2012.

Height/Weight: 183 cm / 73 kg
Date of Birth: August 21, 1977
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Ian Clark 
Developed by:  Greg Dailey / Ray Elrick
Birth Place: Newtownards, Ireland
Hometown: Ottawa, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification: T11
Event(s): 1500m, 5000m



63

AT
H

LE
TI

CS

London 2012 Paralympic Summer Games

Jon Dunkerley
Jon Dunkerley was born blind and showed his athletic talents at an early age. 
At the W. Ross Macdonald School for Students who are Visually Impaired, 
Blind and Deafblind, he excelled in a variety of sports but focused mainly 
on swimming and wrestling. In 2006 Dunkerley turned to running when he 
moved to Ottawa and was paired with guide runner Sean Young. Both share 
a competitive drive, and thus work extremely well together both on and off 
the track.

Dunkerley competed at the 2008 Paralympic Games in Beijing, finishing 
seventh in the 400m. At the 2012 Canadian Track and Field Trials in Calgary, 
he finished first in the 100m and second in the 400m. Dunkerley currently is 
the T11 200m Canadian record holder.

His brother Jason is also a runner and member of the Canadian Para-Athletics 
team for London 2012. 

Height/Weight: 185 cm / 88 kg
Date of Birth: May 5, 1980
Club: Ottawa Lions TFC
Coach: Hugh Conlin 
Developed by:  Ray Elrick / Andrew Page
Birth Place: Ottawa, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification: T11
Event(s): 4x100m, 400m
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Alexandre Dupont
At the age of 17 Alexandre Dupont lost his right leg in a motorcycle accident. 
About a year later he watched a wheelchair race from the 2004 Paralympics 
in Athens, Greece, on television. Dupont decided to try the sport. Thanks to 
his competitive nature and athletic ability, Dupont has found success and 
challenge on the track. London will be Dupont’s first Paralympics.

Dupont has been part of several previous national teams and competed at 
the 2011 IPC World Championships in Christchurch, NZL, where he was part 
of the bronze medal-winning 4x400m relay team.

At the 2012 Canadian Track and Field Trials Dupont was second in the 400m, 
third in the 1500m, and third in the 5000m. He is the current T54 Canadian 
record holder in the 100m.

Height/Weight: 178 cm / 63 kg
Date of Birth: September 3, 1985
Club: Cyclones Road and Track  
 Club
Coach: Rick Reelie 
Birth Place: Saint-Rémi, QC
Hometown: Bradwell, SK
Residence: Hemmingford, QC
Classification:  T54
Event(s): 4x400m, 400m, 800m,  
 5000m
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Michel Filteau
Michel Filteau is a veteran wheelchair racer competing in his second 
Paralympic Games. In 2008 at the Beijing Paralympics, Filteau finished 16th in 
the marathon.

This year Filteau has had two top podium finishes in Carrozzine in Padova, 
Italy with a time of 1:28:50, and at Canadian Marathon Championships, 
Ottawa, Canada, with a time of 1:37:17. 

Hard work and countless hours on the road have propelled Filteau to where 
he is today. Filteau is also the T54 10000m Canadian record holder.

Height/Weight: 172 cm / 63 kg
Date of Birth: December 30, 1966
Club: Athlétisme Sherbrooke
Coach: Jean Laroche 
Birth Place: Arthabaska, QC
Hometown: St. Jean Baptiste, QC
Residence: St. Jean Baptiste, QC
Classification: T54
Event(s): Marathon
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Keira-Lyn Frie
London will be her first Paralympic Games, but Keira-Lyn Frie has already 
competed at three IWAS world junior championships and two IPC worlds. 
Making the team for London is a personal victory for Frie, who had lost 
confidence after having trouble beating her personal best performances for 
three years. 

Frie’s career highlights are two sixth-place finishes at the 2010 IPC World 
Championships, two first-place finishes at the 2012 Canadian Track and Field 
Trials in the 100m and 200m, five firstplace finishes at the 2011 Canadian 
Nationals and three golds at the 2009 Canada Games.

A 2004 fall from a rooftop left Frie a paraplegic. After a year of healing, she 
turned to sport, which she says has taught her she’s stronger than she ever 
thought she could be. Her choice to take up wheelchair racing was made 
easier since her personal coach Rick Reelie, a former Canadian wheelchair 
racer, is her neighbour.

Between gym and track sessions, Frie trains nine times a week, with every 
fourth week a recovery week. 

Height/Weight: 157cm / 48 kg
Date of Birth: August 16, 1987
Club: Cyclones Road and Track  
 Club
Coach: Rick Reelie 
Birth Place: Saskatoon, SK
Hometown: Saskatoon, SK
Residence: Saskatoon, SK
Classification:  T54
Event(s): 100m, 400m, 800m,  
 1500m, 5000m
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Eric Gauthier
Eric Gauthier is competing in London at his third Paralympic Games. Gauthier 
is an individual who quietly goes about his business on and off the track, 
ever cognizant of his surroundings, and above all else is dedicated to making 
himself and those around him better.

In 2008 in Beijing, Gauthier competed in the T53 400m and 800m. As part of 
the 2011 4x400 relay team at the IPC World Championships in Christchurch, 
NZL, he finally found the podium, winning bronze. He is the current T53 
800m Canadian Record holder.

He trains in Sherbrooke, Quebec under the direction of coach Jean Laroche. 

Height/Weight: 154 cm / 61 kg
Date of Birth: August 2, 1971
Club: Club Université de  
 Sherbrooke
Coach: Jean Laroche 
Birth Place: St. Jerome, QC
Hometown: St-Faustin Lac-Carré, QC
Residence: St-Faustin Lac-Carré, QC
Classification: T53
Event(s): 4x400m, 100m, 200m,  
 400m
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Andrew Heffernan
Guide runner for Brandon King
In early January 2011, a trip to London for the 2012 Games was not on 
Andrew Heffernan’s radar. On a suggestion of former teammate and 
roomate, Heffernan has found himself enjoying his time at the track again.  
A former middle distance runner at the University of Ottawa who was 
 sidelined by injuries, Hefferman is heading to the London Paralympic Games 
as a guide for Brandon King. The duo started training together in spring 
2011, and has found great success and camaraderie.

Hefferman believes sport helps a person better themselves and work harder 
in every aspect of their life. He was born and raised in Peterborough, Ontario, 
but lives and trains in Ottawa. He recently graduated from Univerisity of 
Ottawa with a joint honours degree in political science and history. In his 
spare time Hefferman enjoys all things athletic including hockey, skiing, 
lacrosse, volleyball, football, camping, kayaking, hiking and swimming.

Height/Weight: 185 cm / 83 kg
Date of Birth: October 17, 1988
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Hugh Conlin 
Birth Place: Scarborough, ON
Hometown: Peterborough, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification: Guide runner for  
 Brandon King
Event(s): 4x100m, 400m



69

AT
H

LE
TI

CS

London 2012 Paralympic Summer Games

Joshua Karanja
Guide runner for Jason Dunkerley
Joshua Karanja is a former NCAA track and field steeple chase All-American 
for Eastern Michigan University whose love for running led him to being a 
guide for Jason Dunkerley. The two have worked together since the  summer 
of 2011. London will be Karanja’s first time representing Canada at the 
Paralympic Games.

Dunkerley says having a guide who lives in Ottawa is very beneficial to 
his training. Dunkerley notes that since Karanja is faster than him, it has 
increased his speed.

Karanja has a Masters of Public Administration degree from Eastern Michigan 
University. He speaks English, French, Swahili and Kikuyu.

Height/Weight: 178 cm / 63 kg 
Date of Birth: June 14, 1984
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Ian Clark 
Birth Place: Nairobi, Republic of Kenya
Hometown: Ottawa, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification: Guide runner for  
 Jason Dunkerley
Event(s): 1500m, 5000m
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Brandon King
Visually-impaired runner Brandon King will be competing in London at his 
first Paralympic Games. In 2012, he won both the T12 100m and 200m at the 
Canadian Track and Field Trials in Calgary. King also won the T12 200m and 
400m titles at the 2010 and 2011 national championships. He is the current 
Canadian record holder in the T12 200m.

At the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, King finished 
fourth in the T12 400 metres and eighth in the 100m. He was a member 
of the 4x100-metre relay team that was fourth at the 2011 IPC World 
Championships in Christchurch, NZL.

King has moved from his hometown of Brampton to Ottawa in order to live, 
train and work with guide runner Andrew Heffernan.

Height/Weight: 187 cm / 87 kg
Date of Birth: April 19, 1991
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Hugh Conlin 
Birth Place: Brampton, ON
Hometown: Brampton, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification:  T12
Event(s): 4x100m, 400m
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Brent Lakatos
Brent Lakatos has always gravitated to high performance. His  commitment 
to excellence and perseverance has led him to be one of Canada’s top 
wheelchair racers. He is thrilled to be heading to London to represent 
Canada in his third Paralympic Games.

Growing up, Lakatos was a natural athlete, playing hockey, baseball and 
swimming. At age six a hockey accident left Lakatos paralyzed but he con-
tinued to play sport. Lakatos was recruited by the University of Texas where 
he played wheelchair basketball for four years and helped his team win the 
2002 national title. Just eight months prior to the Athens 2004 Paralympic 
Games, Lakatos switched to wheelchair racing and qualified for the Athens 
Games. He was a member of the 4x100-metre relay team that finished fourth.

At the Beijing 2008 Paralympics, Lakatos posted two top-six finishes and set 
a Canadian record in the T53 400m. At the 2011 IPC World Championships 
in Christchurch, NZL, he won a silver in the T53 200m and bronze in the 
100m. Lakatos was a triple medallist at the 2007 IWAS world championships 
in Taiwan. He is the current Canadian T53 record holder in the 100m, 200m, 
400m and 1500m.

A programmer analyst, Lakatos lives in Texas and is married to Paralympic 
track and field athlete Stefanie Reid of Britain.

Height/Weight: 188 cm / 51 kg
Date of Birth: June 1, 1980
Club: Parasports Québec
Coach: Ueli Albert
Developed by:  Peter Eriksson  
 Richard Tetrault 
Birth Place: Inuvik, North West  
 Territories
Hometown: Dorval, Que
Residence: Dallas, Texas
Classification:  T53
Event(s): 100m, 200m, 400m, 800m
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Colin Mathieson 
Colin Mathieson has been a member of three Paralympic Teams and is no 
newcomer to high performance sport on the world stage. Mathieson’s first 
Paralympics were the 1996 Games in Atlanta, where he won bronze in the 
4x400 relay. At the Sydney 2000 Paralympics, his best result was a fourth-
place finish in the 400 m. In 2008 in Beijing, he advanced to the semifinals of 
the 400m.

Mathieson says one of his biggest challenges is finding a balance between 
sports and real life. He thinks his best competition moment was in 2008 
when he broke the T54 100 metre Canadian record while qualifying for 
Beijing. 

A regular on the international scene, Mathieson also has raced at four IPC 
World Championships, and was part of the 4x400m team that won bronze at 
the 2011 IPC World Championships in Christchurch, NZL. 

Mathieson has been awarded the City of Winnipeg Gold Coin of Excellence 
and the Order of Sport Excellence. 

Height/Weight: 160 cm / 58 kg 
Date of Birth: April 1, 1979 
Club: Sherbrooke Athletics 
Coach: Jean Laroche 
Birth Place: Winnipeg, MB 
Hometown: Winnipeg, MB 
Residence: Sherbrooke, QC 
Classification:  T54 
Event(s): 4x400m, 400m
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Virginia McLachlan
Virginia McLachlan was introduced to track and field in attempts to make 
her therapy more enjoyable. Her success can be attributed to her love for 
the sport and dedication of countless hours to honing her skills on the track. 
McLachlan was born with cerebral palsy. She says sport has improved her 
confidence while making her a better person and athlete. London 2012 will 
be McLachlan’s first Paralympic appearance.

McLachlan’s first international event was the 2011 IPC World Championships 
in Christchurch, New Zealand, where she competed in the long jump. At 
the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, she won silver 
 medals in the 100m and 200 m. She is the current T35 Canadian record 
holder in the 100m and 200m.

Nicknamed Weezy, McLachlan says one of her favourite sport moments 
was the world championship opening ceremony. She can only imagine the 
experience she will have heading to London this summer.

McLachlan is looking forward to the fall when she will be attending the 
University of Windsor. In her spare time she enjoys writing and playing with 
her dog Karma.

Height/Weight: 157 cm / 61 kg
Date of Birth: September 17, 1992
Club: Windsor Legion
Coach: Ben Warnock
Developed by:  David Greig 
Birth Place: Windsor, ON
Hometown: Windsor, ON
Residence: Windsor, ON
Classification:  T35
Event(s): 100m, 200m

@vmclachlan2012
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Alister McQueen
Alister McQueen truly believes that representing Canada as an athlete is 
an honour. He will be competing in his first Paralympic Games in London. 
McQueen was nine months old when he lost his leg to congenital birth 
defects. He was first introduced to track and field in high school on an 
 integrated team and has been an active national team member since 2008. 

McQueen competed in his first Parapan American Games in 2011 in 
Guadalajara, Mexico, where he won bronze in the 200m and javelin.

McQueen won the 100 and 200 metres at the 2012 Canadian Track and Field 
Trials in Calgary, setting Canadian records in the process. He is the current 
Canadian amputee record holder in the T44 100m, 200m and Javelin.

Competitive spirit and dedication to improvement drive McQueen and fuel 
his success on the track.

McQueen is the amputee runner featured in the award-winning Canadian 
Paralympic Committee video, “Unstoppable.”

Height/Weight: 177 cm / 80 kg
Date of Birth: June 19, 1991
Club: Unaffiliated
Coach: Glenn Smith
Developed by:  Hugh Conlin / Al Holm
Birth Place: Calgary, AB
Hometown: Calgary, AB
Residence: Calgary, AB
Classification:  T44
Event(s): 100m, 200m , Javelin
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Kyle Pettey
London will be Kyle Pettey’s fourth Paralympic Games. Pettey won a silver 
medal in shot put and discus at the 2000 Paralympics in Sydney. He added a 
shot put bronze in 2008 in Beijing. 

Pettey made history when he became the first Canadian Paralympic thrower 
to win a gold medal in shot put at the 2010 Commonwealth Games, which 
includes some events for athletes with a disability. His throw broke his own 
world record at the time. 

The athlete with cerebral palsy grew up on a farm in Campbellford, Ont., and 
started track and field at age 12. His parents built a throwing circle in the 
yard to help him practice.

Pettey lives and trains in Brampton, where he balances training, working full 
time, and being a new father to his daughter Lily.

Height/Weight: 173 cm / 88 kg
Date of Birth: September 24, 1983
Club: Cruisers Sports for  
 Physically Disabled
Coach: Ken Hall
Birth Place: Kingston, ON
Hometown: Campbellford, ON
Residence: Brampton, ON
Classification:  F34
Event(s): Shot Put
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Leah Robinson
At age 14, Leah Robinson was the youngest member of the Canadian team 
at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games. She finished 10th in the 200m and 
11th in the 100m. Thrilled to be representing her country again in London, 
Robinson calls the opportunity to represent Canada an “immense privilege,” 
and starts each and every day with a passion to learn, improve herself and 
have fun.

At the 2011 IPC World Championships in Christchurch, NZL, Robinson 
was fifth in the 400 metres. She won the 200 and 400 metres at the 2012 
Canadian Track and Field Trials in Calgary. 

Robinson, who has cerebral palsy, first heard about para-athletics at an 
awards banquet when she was 11 years old. She made the national team 
in 2008 and early in her career became the Canadian record holder in the 
100m, 400m, 800m and 1,500m. In 2012, Robinson broke her own Canadian 
record for the T37 400m in qualifying for the Paralympic Team.

Friends and family are very important to Robinson. She credits her parents 
for teaching her to stay humble. Robinson plans to attend university for 
 nursing after the London Paralympics.

Height/Weight: 166 cm / 50 kg
Date of Birth: November 7, 1993
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Hugh Conlin
Developed by:  Bruce Glebe
Birth Place: Kitchener, ON
Hometown: Mannheim, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification:  T37
Event(s): 400m
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Diane Roy
Persistence and dedication have made Diane Roy one of Canada’s top 
international stars in wheelchair racing. She is headed to her fifth Paralympic 
Games in London. Roy won a silver and two bronze medals in Beijing in 2008 
and two bronze in Athens in 2004.

The biggest influence in her career has been André Viger, who was a 
trailblazer not only for wheelchair racing but the entire Paralympic sport 
movement back in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. For the past 19 years, she has 
also been coached by Jean Laroche, one of the most respected coaches in 
the world in wheelchair sports. 

Roy trains six days a week at the Club d’athlétisme in Sherbrooke, Que. She’s 
been named the Eastern Townships’ athlete of the year six times. She is the 
current Canadian Record holder in the T54 1500m, 5000m and Marathon

Roy became a paraplegic in 1988 at age 17 when she fell off her ATV. Sports 
had always been a part of her life, even before her accident. She played 
competitive handball in high school and now she water skies, downhill skies 
and plays sledge hockey.

Roy is a featured athlete in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s  
Super Athletes marketing campaign and has been given the nickname,  
“The Warhorse.”

Height/Weight: 160 cm / 50 kg
Date of Birth: January 9, 1971
Club: Club d’Athlétisme de  
 Sherbrooke
Coach: Jean Laroche
Birth Place: Notre Dame Du Lac, QC
Hometown: Sherbrooke, QC
Residence: Sherbrooke, QC
Classification: T54
Event(s): 400m, 800m, 1500m,  
 5000m, Marathon

@dianeroy71
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Michelle Stilwell
Wheelchair racer Michelle Stilwell heads to London for her third  
Paralympic Games.

Stilwell was a member of the wheelchair basketball team that won gold 
at the 2000 Paralympics in Sydney, the first female quadriplegic to do 
so. Complications to her spinal cord injury forced her to switch sports 
after Sydney. Stilwell took up wheelchair racing and at the Beijing 2008 
Paralympics, won the 100 and 200-metre races in Games’ record times.

In 2012 Stilwell set world records in the 100m and 200m at the Swiss Series 
in Nottwil, Switzerland and set the 400m world record at the Sydney Track 
Classic in Sydney, Australia. She is the current Canadian and world record 
holder in the T52 100m and 200m.

At the 2011 IPC World Championships in New Zealand, Stilwell won three 
gold and a silver, and lowered the world mark in the 200 metres. She was 
Canada’s flag-bearer in the opening ceremonies. 

Stilwell became a quadriplegic at age 17 when she fell from a friend’s back 
while piggyback riding. A natural athlete, she always knew she would get 
back into sports, just in a different way.

The mother of one was named Sport B.C.’s Athlete with a Disability of the 
Year for the third time in 2012. She also is an ambassador for ActNow BC and 
the Rick Hansen Foundation.

Stilwell is a featured athlete in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s  
Super Athletes marketing campaign and has been given the nickname,  
“The Mastermind.”

Height/Weight: 170 cm / 52 kg
Date of Birth: July 4, 1974
Club: BC Wheelchair Sports
Coach: Peter Lawless 
Birth Place: Winnipeg, MB
Hometown: Nanoose Bay, BC
Residence: Parksville, BC
Classification:  T52
Event(s): 100m, 200m

@mikeystilwell
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Curtis Thom
Wheelchair racer Curtis Thom is heading to his second Paralympic Games 
after winning the 100m, 200m and 400m races at the 2012 Canadian  
Track and Field Trials in Calgary. Thom is known for his tenacity, dedication 
and focus.

Thom recently moved from his hometown of Mississauga, ON to Ottawa, ON 
to train with his coach Bob Schrader on a full time basis. He will never forget 
the basics that his father and first coach taught him. The time he has spent 
working in this full-time training environment, including the addition of a 
strength coach, has proved successful as he set a new Canadian Record in 
the T54 400m earlier this year.

Thom was seventh in the 200m at the 2011 IPC World Championships in 
Christchurch, NZL, and part of the 4x 100 team that placed fourth at the 
Athens 2004 Paralympic Games.

The Ontario Wheelchair Sports Association athlete of the year in 2001, 2002 
and 2003, Thom also won the 2003 Athlete of the Year award for the city of 
Mississauga.

Height/Weight: 153 cm / 59 kg
Date of Birth: June 13, 1986
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Bob Schrader
Developed by:  Ken Thom 
Birth Place: Burnaby, BC
Hometown: Mississauga, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification: T54
Event(s): 100m, 400m & 4x400m

@wheelzontheline
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Dustin Walsh
Dustin Walsh, who was left blind at birth by glaucoma, will be competing in 
London in his third Paralympic Games. His best finish was at the Athens 2004 
Paralympics, where he placed fifth in the T11 400m race. At the Beijing 2008 
Paralympics, Walsh was 11th in the 400 metres.

At the 2011 IPC World Championships in Christchurch, NZL, Walsh was fourth 
in the 400m and 4x100m relay. He won the 400m and was third in the 100m 
at the 2012 Canadian Track and Field Trials in Calgary.

Nicknamed Dusty, Walsh trains six days a week. He says sport allows him to 
challenge himself on a daily basis.

Walsh, who won a B.C. Premier’s Award for amateur sports, is also an 
 accomplished drummer.

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 70 kg
Date of Birth: July 3, 1983
Club: Langley Mustangs
Coach: Laurier Primeau
Developed by:  Don Steen / Steve Walters 
Birth Place: New Westminster, BC
Hometown: Coquitlam, BC
Residence: New Westminster, BC
Classification: T11-13
Event(s): 4x100m, 400m
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Dylan Williamson
Guide runner for Dustin Walsh
The first time Dylan Williamson watched Dustin Walsh run with his  previous 
guide, he was amazed at the synchronicity between the two men. 
Williamson instantly set a goal of reaching the same level of cohesion  
with Walsh. 

Williamson ran track and also played basketball in high school. He believes 
sport gives people opportunities to be inspired and work toward a goal. 

In his spare time Williamson enjoys reading, doing recreational sports and 
camping with friends and family.

Height/Weight: 183 cm / 70 kg
Date of Birth: April 30, 1990
Club: Langley Mustangs
Coach: Laurier Primeau
Birth Place: Langley, BC
Hometown: Langley, BC
Residence: Langley, BC
Classification: Guide runner
Event(s): 4x100m, 400m
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Sean Young
Guide runner for Jonathan Dunkerley
Growing up on a farm in Peterbrough, Ontario, Sean Young developed a 
strong work ethic that is now applied to his everyday life. His limitless energy 
and enthusiasm led him to excel on the track in mid-distances with the 
University of Ottawa. 

In early 2006 Young was approached by a coach at the Ottawa Lions to 
guide a visually impaired athlete, Jon Dunkerley. A natural leader and 
inspiration to fellow teammates, guiding seemed like a good fit for Young. 
Moreover, he considers the opportunity to represent Canada as an athlete to 
be a tremendous honour.

London will be Young’s second Paralympics.

Young has an Honours Degree in Sciences from the University of Ottawa. 
His passion for sports and fitness had lead him owning his own strength and 
conditioning gym. Young is now a strength coach for many Ottawa based 
athletes, including fellow Paralympian Curtis Thom. 

He lives in Stittsville, Ont., with his wife Corissa.

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 76 kg
Date of Birth: May 3, 1983
Club: Ottawa Lions
Coach: Hugh Conlin / Mark Diaz
Birth Place: Ennismore, ON
Hometown: Peterbrough, ON
Residence: Stittsville, ON
Classification: Guide runner
Event(s): 4x100m, 400m
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Laurier Primeau
Laurier Primeau was named the head coach of the 2012 Canadian 
 Para-Athletics team in December 2011. He has a wealth of technical 
and coaching experience, including leading a national program into 
major Games. Primeau was the Head Coach for Scotland for the 2010 
Commonwealth Games. He is currently the head coach at Trinity Western 
University in Langley, B.C., and a high performance para-athletics coach  
with Athletics Canada. From 2002 to 2009 Primeau was involved with 
Canada’s national program as a coach in the areas of jumps, combined 
events and relays.

Primeau served in a coaching capacity at two World Junior Championships 
and three Pan American Junior Championships. 

As an athlete, he was a member of the national team from 1990 to 1998, 
competing in the 400-metre hurdles and 4x400-metres relay and won the 
Harry Jerome Comeback Athlete of the Year award in 1991.

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 70 kg
Date of Birth: March 1, 1970
Birth Place: Vancouver, BC
Hometown: Burnaby, BC
Residence: Burnaby, BC
Occupation:  Head Coach

HEAD COACH
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Marc Deschenes
Equipment Manager 

Trois-Rivières, QC

Hugh Conlin
Team Coach (Ambulatory Relay) 

Winchester, ON

Alix Côté-Tremblay (AT)
Team Therapist  
Stukely-Sud, QC

Melissa Dowling
Athlete Services Manager 

Ottawa, ON

David Greig
Technical Leader / Ass’t Team 

Coach (Wheelchair), Gorrie, ON

Ken Hall
Team Coach (Throws) 

Brampton, ON
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Jean Laroche
Team Coach (Wheelchair Relay)

Sherbrooke, QC

Yvonne Visser (MT)
Team Therapist 

Nanaimo, BC

Andrea Stephen (PT)
Lead Therapist 
Port Dover, ON





ExCel

BOCCIA
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Boccia is a game of precision that 
requires extreme muscle control, 
 accuracy and intense focus and 
c oncentration. It is  practiced in more 
than 50 countries today. 

Strategically similar to lawn bowling, 
Boccia is played indoors on a flat, 
smooth surface. The objective is to 
throw, kick, or use an assistive device to 
propel leather balls (six per competitor) 
as close as possible to a white target 
ball (called the “jack”) on a long, narrow 
field of play. A match has four ends. At 
the end of the game players receive 
1 point for each ball closer than their 
opponents’ to the jack. 

All events are mixed gender and 
 feature individual, pair, and team 
competitions for a total of seven medal 
events. Throwers with cerebral palsy 
play in teams of three members for six 
ends; each team member “throws” two 
of the six balls per end. Pair games are 
played by athletes with non-cerebral 

disabilities who are able to throw and by athletes who may use a ramp as 
an assistive device to propel the ball. A pair of two plays four ends with each 
 playing three balls. 

Crowd participation is welcomed and encouraged, however, spectators, 
 including team members not in competition, are encouraged to remain quiet 
during the action of a player throwing the ball. 

Boccia is governed by the Cerebral Palsy International Sports & Recreation 
Association (CPISRA) (www.cpisra.org) internationally and The Canadian 
Cerebral Palsy Sports Association (CCPSA) (www.ccpsa.ca) within Canada.
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Marco Dispaltro
Dispaltro started his wheelchair sports odyssey in 1993 as a rugby player and 
played until 2004. From 2001 until 2008, he acted as the High Performance 
Coordinator of the Canadian National Rugby Team and held this title until 
2008. Later that year, he became the Head Coach for Sweden, leading them 
to unprecedented highs.

In May 2010, after years of coaxing and hesitation, Dispaltro tried  boccia 
and it was love at first throw. His respect for the sport of boccia grew 
 exponentially in the first couple of months of training and he’s still dazzled 
by the  talent showcased at the elite level. His achievements in boccia include 
silver at both the World Cup and the Parapan American Games in 2011.  
He  currently sits fourth in the world rankings.

Born with muscular dystrophy, Dispaltro has always been a fighter and 
brings that spirit wherever he goes. He’s a fully dedicated athlete who trains 
religiously, keeping meticulous training reports and striving for perfection. 
He quickly masters the technical aspects of the sport he does and he’s 
relentlessly looking to get that edge over the competition. “We are not born 
champions, we become champions,” is the motto he abides by.

Influential people who have helped him in his sporting career include 
Duncan Campbell and Stéphan Dubuc in rugby, and Josh Vander Vies and 
Mario Delisle in boccia.

Dispaltro’s goal for London 2012 is to reach the top step of the podium. 

Height/Weight: 175 cm / 65 kg
Date of Birth: August 2, 1967 
Club:  Palm Beach TREC
Coach:  Mario Delisle,  
 Herb Torrance
Birth Place: Montreal, QC
Hometown:  St-Jérôme, QC
Residence: St-Jérôme, QC
Classification: BC4
Event(s):  Individual and Pairs
Disability Type:  Becker Muscular  
 Dystrophy

@bc4boccia
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Adam Dukovich
One of the top boccia athletes in Canada, Adam Dukovich started 
 competing in 1999 and has attended the 2005 Americas Cup, 2006 World 
Cup, Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games, 2009 Americas Cup, 2010 World Cup, 
2011 World Championship and 2011 Parapan American Games.

Dukovich won silver at the 2005 Americas Cup, bronze at the 2009 Americas 
Cup and bronze at the 2010 World Championships. He won his first gold 
medal at the 2011 Parapan American Games in Mexico. He has also received 
many awards and honours such as OCPSA team of the year, CAN Fund, HBC, 
and Investors Group. 

Dukovich was born with cerebral palsy and competes in the BC2 class.  
Coach Ed Richardson and National Team Head Coach Mario Delisle are 
 training Adam to achieve his goal to place in the top three at the London 
2012 Paralympic Summer Games. 

In preparation for these Games, Dukovich trains for over 20 hours a week 
including on the court, physiotherapy, and psychological training. He will be 
in a training camp in London prior to the games to prepare psychologically 
and get used to climate changes and nutritional differences. 

Dukovich lives in London, Ontario, where boccia is his full time job. In addi-
tion to his sport accomplishments, he studied business at Fanshawe College.

Dukovich is a featured athlete in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super 
Athletes marketing campaign and has been given the nickname “Deadeye.”

Height/Weight: 173 cm / 64 kg
Date of Birth: May 4, 1983 
Club:  London Cannonballs Club
Coach:  Ed Richardson 
Birth Place: Oakville, ON
Hometown:  London, ON
Residence: London, ON
Classification: BC2
Event(s):  Individual and Team play
Disability Type:  Cerebral palsy
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Bruno Garneau
Bruno Garneau got involved in boccia in 1993, when current head coach 
Mario Delisle recruited him. A year later, Garneau was selected to the Quebec 
team. He then competed for seven years on the Canadian hopefuls team 
before being recruited to the National team after a very successful year  
in 2010.

“The training sessions and competitions I participate in have now become 
my lifestyle,” says Garneau. “Boccia allows me to feel the thrill of competition 
at the highest level and pushes me to attain new heights in sports and in life.” 

Garneau’s goal in London is to play to his full potential, holding nothing back 
and to fight until his very last ball.

In 2009, Garneau received the “Most Improved Athlete of the Year” award 
from the Centre d’intégration à la vie active. In 2010-2011, he received Dr. 
Bertrand Primeau’s award for his involvement and efforts in sport and was 
named Athlete of the year.

Garneau’s first major international competition was in 2010 at the World 
Championships where he finished sixth in Pair in the BC3 category. In 2011, 
he and his doubles partners scored a very impressive fourth place during  
the World Cup. He now sits in fifth place on the world ranking list. At this 
years’ nationals, Garneau beat longtime rival Paul Gauthier to win his first 
national title.

Garneau trains with the Kangourous club in Montreal and his sport assistant 
is Ginette Béliveau.

Height/Weight: 150 cm / 35 kg
Date of Birth: August 16, 1960 
Club:  Kangourous
Coach:  Mario Delisle 
Birth Place: Dolbeau, QC
Hometown:  Montreal, QC
Residence: Montreal, QC
Classification: BC3
Event(s):  BC3 Pairs
Disability Type:  Cerebral palsy
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Paul Gauthier 
Paul Gauthier has competed in boccia at an elite level since 1990. Boccia has 
allowed him to be competitive, travel around the world, make new friends 
and ultimately it provided him with the opportunity to meet his wife Sarah. 
They have a two-year-old son and foster child.

Hearing the Canadian national anthem being played while he accepted his 
Paralympic gold medal in 2004 is Gauthier’s top moment since he started 
competing at an elite level in boccia in 1990. He has competed at four 
Paralympic Games: Atlanta 1996, Sydney 2000, Athens 2004 and Beijing 2008. 

In addition, he has competed at one Parapan American Games in Mexico 
in 2011 where he won a gold medal, as well as four boccia world cham-
pionships and four boccia world cups. To compete in these International 
competitions, Gauthier has a full training schedule. He is on the court three 
to four times a week, swims once a week, attends sports psychology weekly 
and visits a nutritionist weekly.

Gauthier’s goal heading towards the London 2012 Games is taking it one 
game and one ball at a time while visualizing the gold. His coach Mario 
Delisle will help him to achieve his goals in London. He will also have the 
support of his amazing family as they will be there cheering him on.

Height/Weight: 164 cm / 103 kg
Date of Birth: November 25, 1970
Club:  Metro Vancouver Boccia  
 Club
Coach:  Mario Delisle
Birth Place: Vancouver, BC
Hometown:  Vancouver, BC
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Classification: BC3
Event(s):  Individual & Pairs
Disability Type:  Cerebral palsy

@boccia14
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Monica Martino
Monica Martino got involved in boccia in 1992, and the following year 
received the 1993 Premier’s Athletic Award. In 1997, she started competing 
at a competitive level and accomplished the most memorable moment of 
her athletic career, winning gold in individuals and pairs at the 1997 Pan 
American Championship.

Martino competed at the Brazil Wold Cup in 2006, at the Beijing Paralympic 
Games in 2008 where she finished fifth in pairs and ninth in individual and 
the Portugal World Championships in 2010 where she placed eighth. In 
2011, she took a year off from international competition. She is now back on 
the National team with the goal of being on the podium in London.

Martino’s personal coach is André Grenier, and her sport assistant is Carrie 
McKellar. Martino trains at the Metro Vancouver Boccia club.

Height/Weight: 152 cm / 45 kg
Date of Birth: October 24, 1971 
Club:  Metro Vancouver Boccia
Coach:  Mario Delisle  
 André Grenier
Birth Place: Edmonton, AB
Hometown:  Vancouver, BC
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Classification: BC3
Event(s):  Individual and Pairs
Disability Type:  Cerebral palsy

@bocciachick
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Tammy McLeod 
London 2012 will be Tammy McLeod’s fourth Paralympic Games. At the 
Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games, McLeod placed tenth in individual. She 
finished 11th at the Athens 2004 Paralympic Games and 17th at the Beijing 
2008 Games. Additionally, McLeod has represented Canada at three world 
championships and four world cups. 

McLeod has a strong passion for sport and was active in swimming before 
getting hooked in the sport of boccia in 1991. After a few years of competing 
in both swimming and boccia, she decided to dedicate her energy where 
she excelled the most, hoping to one day qualify for the National team and 
participate in the Paralympic Games.

Throughout her career, McLeod has won several awards, including the 2000 
and 2007 Athlete of the Year awards, the 2002 Joanne Bouw award and the 
2007 Ontario Female Athlete with a Disability of the year award.

McLeod’s personal coach is André Grenier. She trains at the London 
Cannonballs Club.

Date of Birth: February 15, 1977 
Club:  London Cannonballs Club
Coach:  André Grenier 
Birth Place: London, ON
Hometown:  Strathroy, ON
Residence: London, ON
Classification: BC2
Event(s):  Team play
Disability Type:  Cerebral palsy

@sportsluver15
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Brock Richardson 
Brock Richardson got involved in boccia in 2003 when he was 12 years old 
and has been competing since he was 16. Richardson was born with cerebral 
palsy and competes in the BC1 category. His family is very supportive and 
influential to him. 

Boccia was his sport of choice because he knew the level he could go to and 
he knew he would be successful. Boccia has allowed Richardson to travel, 
build new friendships and have fun doing what he loves. 

Richardson has competed at three World Cups, in 2007, 2009, 2011; the 
Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games; the 2010 World Championships as well 
as the 2011 Parapan American Games in Mexico. One of his biggest 
 accomplishments was coming in the top half of his field in Beijing 2008 at 
his second international event. Richardson was the recipient of the Junior 
Athlete award in 2005, the Yes I Can award in 2004 and The Spirit Award at 
Nationals in 2008. 

His goal for London 2012 is to help the team portion the best he can and 
finish in the top half of his field in individual play. His father, Ed Richardson,  
is coaching him and will lead him to London.

Height/Weight: 130 cm / 45 kg
Date of Birth: January 15, 1991 
Club:  Cruisers
Coach:  Ed Richardson
Birth Place: Toronto, ON
Hometown:  Brampton, ON
Residence: Brampton, ON
Classification: BC1
Event(s):  Individual and Team play
Disability Type:  Cerebral palsy
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Dave Richer 
Dave Richer started playing boccia at the elite level in May 2010, at age 37 
and competed in his first international competition in Guadalajara, Mexico,  
at the Parapan American Games in 2011, where he won a bronze medal. 

Inspired by his wife and coach to take up the sport, he is a valuable  member 
of the Canadian National Boccia Team. Richer trains six days per week, 
 including time on the court, in the gym and mental training. He also plays  
for Team Quebec. 

Richer says that the most influential person on his athletic career is his  
coach, Mario Delisle. Some of his greatest athletic accomplishments include 
a team gold medal at the Défi Sportif 2011 and a provincial championship 
gold medal. 

Richer was born with cerebral palsy due to a lack of oxygen at birth. He 
credits sport for instilling in him valuable qualities such as confidence, 
perseverance and success.

In addition to his athletic career, Richer is a comedian and public speaker.  
He is quite a public figure in Quebec and is particularly known for his 
 comedy skits and TV roles. In his spare time, Richer enjoys movies, dining  
out and being surrounded by friends. 

Height/Weight: 163 cm / 68 kg
Date of Birth: June 1, 1972 
Club:  National Team
Coach:  Mario Delisle
Birth Place: Montreal, QC
Hometown:  Ste-Julie, QC
Residence: Ste-Julie, QC
Classification: BC2
Event(s):  Individual and Team play
Disability Type:  Cerebral palsy
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Josh Vander Vies 
Josh Vander Vies started competing at an elite level in 2003. He competed 
in the Athens 2004 Paralympics; the 2011 Parapan American Games where 
he won a bronze medal; the 2006 and 2011 World Championships; the 2003 
and 2007 World Cups; and holds two silver and one bronze medal from the 
2005 and 2009 Americas Cup.

Vander Vies is a student at the University of British Columbia in the Faculty 
of Law and holds an honors double major in Political Science and French 
from the University of Western Ontario. A powerful inspirational speaker, 
Vander Vies brings to corporate, government and community audiences the 
 message that any obstacle can be shattered. 

In 2006, Vander Vies was elected to the International Boccia Committee as 
Athlete Representative by the boccia players of the world. He acts as Athlete 
Council Representation on the Canadian Paralympic Committee Board of 
Directors. He is also a 2003 national Terry Fox Humanitarian Award recipient.

Vander Vies’ career highlight was receiving the bronze medal, in front of 
 passionate Mexican boccia fans, at the 2011 Parapan American Games  
in Guadalajara.

He knows that elite performances such as this one are only possible with the 
exceptional support of his sport assistant Dalia Mykolaitiene, strength coach 
Wagner Rulli, and national boccia coaches Ed Richardson and Mario Delisle.

Height/Weight: 90 cm / 64 kg
Date of Birth: December 28, 1984 
Club:  Metro Vancouver Boccia  
 Club
Coach:  Wagner Rulli,  
 Ed Richardson, Herb   
 Torrence, Mario Delisle
Birth Place: Sarnia, ON
Hometown:  Sarnia, ON
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Classification: BC4
Event(s):  Individual and Pairs
Disability Type:  Amputee

@joshvandervies
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Mario Delisle 
Mario Delisle was part of the Canadian Cerebral Palsy Sports Association 
coaching staff for the Athens 2004 Paralympic Games and became their 
head coach in 2005. Since the mid-90s, Delisle has worked with different 
Paralympic athletes and sports and enjoys working with athletes with a 
 disability. Since 2006, he has strictly been focusing on boccia athletes. 

At the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games, Delisle led the boccia team.  
He is about to do the same at the London 2012 Paralympic Games where 
Canadian athletes have qualified in every disability class. Canada is one of  
the only three countries in the world to have achieved such a high 
 qualification quota.

Delisle led the boccia team to a silver medal at the CPISRA Boccia World Cup 
in the summer of 2011 and also led his team to an outstanding five medals 
at the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 91 kg
Date of Birth: August 24, 1965 
Club:  CCPSA National Team
Birth Place: Ottawa, ON
Hometown:  Montreal, QC
Residence: Montreal, QC

HEAD COACH
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Ginette Béliveau
Sport Assistant - BC3 

Mascouche, QC

Charlene Cowell
Sport Assistant - BC2 

London, ON

Benson Au
Sport Assistant - BC3 

Richmond, BC

Mike Clark
Sport Assistant - BC1 

St-Thomas, ON

Annabelle Lefebvre
Sport Assistant - BC2 

Ste-Julie, QC

Carrie Ann McKellar
Sport Assistant - BC4 

Vancouver, BC
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Dalia Mykolaitiene
Sport Assistant - BC3 

Vancouver, BC

Ed Richardson
Assistant Coach 
Brampton, ON

Elizabeth Morrison
Sport Assistant - BC2 

Ottawa, ON

César Nicolai
Assistant Coach 

Montreal, QC

Karin Sterkenburg
Sport Assistant - BC4 
Odijk, Netherlands
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Para-cycling was first 
 developed by visually 
impaired cyclists who first 
competed using  tandem 
bicycles, and it was 
 introduced as a Paralympic 
sport in Seoul in 1988.

Today, in addition to  visually 
impaired athletes, the sport 
includes those with cerebral 
palsy, amputations and 
other physical  impairments. 
Athletes race on bicycles, 
tricycles, tandem or hand 
cycles based on their 
impairment.

The competition program includes sprints, individual pursuits, the 1,000-metre 
time trial, road races and road time trials for both individuals and teams.

At the London 2012 Paralympic Games, 225 athletes will compete in 18  
medal events on the track and 225 athletes will compete in 32 medal events  
on the road.
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Mark Beggs 
Mark Beggs was the first Canadian athlete to compete in the hand cycling 
event when it made its debut at the Athens 2004 Paralympic Games. London 
will be Beggs’ third Paralympic Games. He was tenth in the hand cycling road 
race at the Beijing Paralympic Games in 2008, just a year after winning the 
gold medal at the Pan Am Championships in Cali, Colombia. 

Always a great sport enthusiast, Beggs was involved in a car accident in 1999 
which left him a paraplegic. Undeterred, he pursued a career in para-cycling 
and has emerged among the best in the world in his sport. He says para-
cycling has given him an opportunity to pursue a sport he loves, enabling 
him to improve his fitness and push himself to the limit. It has allowed him to 
achieve his ultimate dream of participating at the Paralympic Games.

The most influential person in his sporting career is wheelchair racing 
trailblazer André Viger.

Beggs has a twin brother and was born in a leap year on February 29.

Height/Weight: 170 cm / 70 kg
Date of Birth: February 29, 1976 
Club:  National team
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: Trois-Rivières, QC
Hometown:  Trois-Rivières, QC
Residence: Montreal, QC
Classification :  H2



104

CY
CL

IN
G

Canadian Paralympic Team - Media Guide

Lyne Bessette 
Pilot for Robbi Weldon
Lyne Bessette is on her second cycling career. In her first, she was a member 
of the Canadian Olympic team in both 2000 and 2004. She won the Tour 
de l’Aude Feminin in 1999 and 2001 and the Women’s Challenge in 2001. 
Bessette had retired from competitive cycling when she got the invitation in 
2010 to pilot Robbi Weldon, a cyclist with a visual impairment. 

The duo has dominated the international scene since pairing up, in 
both the road race and the time trials. The tandem won the 2010 World 
Championships Road Race, and in 2011 won the Time Trial race at the 
Worlds. They also won the coveted White Jersey each of the past three years, 
awarded to the overall World Cup Champion.

Weldon and Bessette won four gold medals at the 2011 Parapan American 
Games in Guadalajara. This incredible experience was capped by being 
named co-flag bearers for Canada at the closing ceremonies in Guadalajara.

Height/Weight: 177 cm / 75 kg
Date of Birth: March 10, 1975 
Birth Place: Cowansville, QC
Residence: Knowlton, QC
Classification :  Pilot for Robbi Weldon

@frenchb7
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Arnold Boldt 
Paralympic high jump legend Arnold Boldt is making his debut on the 
Canadian para-cycling team for the London 2012 Games.

London will be Boldt’s sixth Paralympic Games. He competed in 1976 in 
Toronto, in 1980 in Arnhem, in 1984 in New York/Stoke Mandeville, in 1988  
in Seoul and in 1992 in Barcelona, winning seven gold and one silver  
medal overall.

The legendary one-legged high jumper has been wheeling his way to 
the top in Canadian cycling since 2009. Boldt earned Canadian titles in 
2009, 2010, 2011 and has four top-16 results at the world para-cycling 
championships. 

In track and field, Boldt won the high jump gold at every Paralympic Games 
from 1976 to 1988 and is also a three-time long jump Paralympic champion. 
Boldt cleared a world record 2.04 metres at the 1981 world championships. 
He was inducted into the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame in 1977 and received 
the Pope’s Silver Medal in 1984, recognizing athletic achievements and work 
on behalf of people with a disability in Canada and Europe.

Boldt was Canada’s opening ceremony flag bearer at the 1992 Paralympics.

Boldt works full time as the Associate Vice President, Academic and Research, 
for the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science and Technology.

Height/Weight:  186 cm / 63 kg 
Date of Birth: September 16, 1957 
Club:  Canadian National  
 Para-cycling Team 
 TeamSask; Cycledelia
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: Osler, SK
Hometown:  Osler, SK
Residence: Saskatoon, SK
Classification :  C2
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Daniel Chalifour 
Daniel Chalifour and pilot Alexandre Cloutier have goals of reaching the 
podium at the London 2012 Paralympic Games. They are the current world 
cup champions in the road race.

In Guadalajara at the 2011 Parapan American Games, Chalifour and pilot Ed 
Veal won four medals: gold in the 4,000-metre individual pursuit, silver in the 
1km individual time trial, and bronze in both the mixed time trial and the 
road race.

Chalifour competed at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games, with a top result 
of fourth in the individual pursuit. He also competed at all the road and track 
world championships since 2007 as well as the 2010 and 2011 UCI World 
Championships.

At the 2009 Para-cycling Track World Championships in Manchester, 
Chalifour won a bronze medal in the sprint event and shocked the 
 para-cycling world. 

Born with a degenerative eye disease that causes visual impairment, 
Chalifour has always loved sports. In his spare time, he loves to play music.

Height/Weight: 171 cm / 62 kg
Date of Birth: December 9, 1971 
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde 
Birth Place: St-Jérôme, QC
Hometown:  Lac-des-écorces, QC
Residence: Mont-Laurier, QC
Classification :   B
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Alexandre Cloutier 
Pilot for Daniel Chalifour
Eleven-year national team veteran Alexandre Cloutier heads to his fourth 
Paralympic Games as a pilot for Daniel Chalifour. Cloutier competed at the 
1996, 2000 and 2008 Paralympics and won the road racing gold medal at the 
Atlanta Paralympic Games in 1996. Last year he was third in the team pursuit 
at the world championships.

Cloutier started cycling in 1989 as cross training for speed skating and went 
on to a successful national and international career. When he started piloting 
for visually impaired cycling, he continued to pursue a berth on the Olympic 
team but just fell short in 2000 and 2004.

Height/Weight: 181 cm / 75 kg
Date of Birth: September 17, 1973 
Club:  Independent
Birth Place: Quebec, QC
Hometown:  Quebec, QC
Residence: St-Antoine-de-Tilly, QC
Classification :  Pilot for Daniel Chalifour
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Marie-Ève Croteau 
A rookie on the international circuit last year, Marie-Eve Croteau of Quebec 
City had an amazing debut, winning two gold medals at the 2011 UCI 
 Para-cycling Road World Championships in September. Earlier in 2011, 
Croteau won two Canadian championship titles, as well as the 2011 World 
Cup title in the women’s tricycle category. She capped the year with a 
bronze at the Parapan Am Games in the road race and placed fourth in the 
time trial.

Every day, Croteau is inspired by her fellow para-cyclists who are a 
r epresentation of perseverance and determination. At each competition, 
she has a one and only objective: a medal. For Croteau, sport brings a sense 
of  happiness and contentment to life. She says it has also helped teach her 
discipline, something she applies to all aspects of her life.

Sport has helped her overcome obstacles in her life, such as when she lost 
the use of both of her legs in 2010 due to a virus. 

Croteau is an administration and accounting technician for a mental health 
organization in Quebec. Her hobbies include going to the movies, reading, 
going to hockey and baseball games and having dinner with friends.

Height/Weight: 162 cm / 68 kg
Date of Birth: June 19, 1979 
Club:  Independent
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: Quebec, QC
Hometown:  Quebec, QC
Residence: Quebec, QC
Classification :  T2
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Shelley Gautier 
World champion Shelley Gautier loves cycling and loves racing.

In 2001, Gautier was in a mountain biking accident and suffered a 
severe head injury leaving her in a coma for six weeks. She now leads an 
 independent life as a hemiplegic (with paralysis on one side of the body).

Before her accident Gautier was a practicing physiotherapist and knows the 
importance of keeping physically active. She has applied this knowledge and 
experience throughout her own recovery. Within a year she was back on a 
bike again and by 2007 she was racing 50 kilometres.

Gautier started competing at an elite level in 2010. Her biggest accom-
plishment when she became the T1 female world champion at the UCI 
Para-cycling Road World Championships in September 2011. A few weeks 
later, she was second in the time trial and fifth in the road race at the 2011 
Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Gautier volunteers at the University of Toronto Anatomy Department. She 
helps teach health professionals and shows them that despite her disability 
she can teach anatomy and cycle for Team Canada. Gautier holds degrees 
in physical education and physiotherapy from the University of Western 
Ontario and the University of Toronto.

Height/Weight: 173 cm / 60 kg
Date of Birth: October 31, 1968 
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: Niagara Falls, ON
Hometown:  Niagara Falls, ON
Residence: Toronto, ON
Classification :  T1
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Robert Labbé 
Robert Labbé, the 2012 World Cup champion, raced in hand cycling for the 
first time at the 2004 Canadian championships in Kamloops, B.C. He had 
already been riding for six years but that victory definitely gave him the 
competitive bug and he immediately doubled up his training.

In his rookie season with the national team in 2009, Labbé was crowned 
the world champion in the individual time trial. A year later, he won gold in 
the time trial and bronze in the road race at a World Cup event. He clinched 
the 2012 World Cup title in July, winning the 43.2-kilometre road race in 
 Baie-Comeau, Que.

In addition to winning the World Cup crown, another dream came true  
for Labbé in 2012: he made the Paralympic Games team for the first time.  
Labbé is scheduled to race in all three road events: the time trial, relay and 
road race.

A quadriplegic since 1984 after an injury in a car accident, Labbé initially 
played wheelchair rugby and was on the Canadian national team for one 
season. But once he tried handcycling he didn’t look back. ‘’I had cycled a lot 
before my accident, so it was natural for me,’’ he said.

Height/Weight: 170 cm / 63 kg
Date of Birth: September 1, 1965 
Club:  National Team
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: St-Nérée-de-Bellechasse,  
 QC
Hometown:  St-Nérée-de-Bellechasse,  
 QC
Residence: Quebec, QC
Classification :  H1
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Mark Ledo 
Mark Ledo started cycling in April 2010, competing for his first time ever on 
a hand cycling race bike. A convert from athletics, Ledo competed at the 
Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games in both the 5000 metres and the marathon, 
finishing 28th and 37th respectively. Just four months after taking up road 
biking, Ledo earned a bronze medal in the road race and placed fifth in the 
time trial at the 2010 UCI Para-Cycling Road World Championships.

“I’ve done athletics for eight years, and the transition was super easy from 
wheelchair racing to cycling,” says Ledo. “The progression on the bike came 
really natural. I do work hard every time I train.”

At the 2011 Para-cycling World Championships, Ledo won bronze in the road 
race. He also won four World Cup medals in 2011. He is the 2011 national 
champion in the road race and individual time trial.

Height/Weight: 172 cm / 55 kg
Date of Birth: July 23, 1977 
Club:  Pedal Performance
Coach:  Peter Lawless
Birth Place: Toronto, ON
Hometown:  Toronto, ON
Residence: Maple, ON
Classification :  H3

@handbikerx
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Dominique Mainguy 
Dominique Mainguy is on the fast track to success in para-cycling. The 
34-year-old tricyclist only started her sport this past October but a victory in 
her World Cup debut in July in the 25.9-kilometre road race in the T2 event 
for tricyclists has put Mainguy on the road to London. 

Mainguy, who suffered a serious head injury at age 12 when she was hit by 
a car and spent three months in a coma, says she decided to get involved in 
parasport because she wanted to do something meaningful in her life. 

She had attended a presentation which discussed achieving one’s dream in 
the next five years. That presentation was the boost she needed to contact 
para-cycling national coach Eric Van den Eynde.

Mainguy’s goal was to eventually qualify for the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games, 
but she progressed much faster than expected. She says she can’t set goals 
in terms of results for the London Games; she can only guarantee she’ll race 
to her maximum capacity.

Mainguy will race in the time trial and road race at the Paralympics.

Height/Weight: 167 cm / 56 kg
Date of Birth: May 30, 1978 
Club:  National Team
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: Quebec, QC
Hometown:  Quebec, QC
Residence: Quebec, QC
Classification :  T2



113

CY
CL

IN
G

London 2012 Paralympic Summer Games

Brayden McDougall 
Brayden McDougall always wanted to ride a bike. Born with cerebral palsy, he 
spent many years riding with training wheels and attempting to ride without 
them. His family had just started to look into getting a trike, when suddenly 
he mastered riding on two wheels.

In 2002, McDougall was approached by Stephen Burke, the National Cycling 
Centre Calgary Program Coordinator & Olympic Oval Development Program 
Coach. Stephen asked McDougall whether he could ride a bike, and whether 
he would like to train with some other riders who also have a disability.

McDougall was seventh at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games in the track 
kilo and pursuit. He has competed at three world championships and earned 
fourth-place finishes three times.

He is currently enrolled at Mount Royal University in the Sports and 
Recreation Administration program. 

Height/Weight: 165 cm / 59 kg
Date of Birth: October 21, 1987 
Club:  Bicisport
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: Calgary, AB
Hometown:  Calgary, AB
Residence: Calgary, AB and  
 Bromont, QC
Classification :  C1

@cyclingbrayd
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Jaye Milley 
Jaye Milley has been involved in sports all his life. Growing up, he played 
soccer in an able-bodied competitive league and played most junior high 
sports. He also downhill skis, snowboards, hikes, runs and cycles. Milley is a 
quadruple amputee, having been born with all four of his limbs underdevel-
oped, with several bones missing and no hands or feet.

In 2011, Milley won gold and bronze World Cup medals as well as winning 
the Défi Sportif in the road race place and placing third in the time trial. At 
the 2011 Challenge Longhi, he finished first in the road race. At the 2011 
Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, Milley placed fourth in the 
1,000-metre time trial.

In 2010, his first year on the national team, Milley placed third in the 1,000-
metre time trial at the Track World Championships and fifth in the 3,000 
meter pursuit. At the 2010 Road World Championships, he placed fifth in the 
road race and sixth place in the individual time trial. 

Milley says he never lets what others perceive as his disability get in the way. 
He says, “Can’t is not a word in my vocabulary.”

Milley is a featured athlete in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super 
Athletes marketing campaign and has been nicknamed “The Iceman.”

Height/Weight: 177 cm / 54 kg
Date of Birth: May 13, 1991 
Club:  Bicisport Calgary Cycling 
 Club
Coach:  Stephen Burke
Birth Place: Calgary, AB
Hometown:  Calgary, AB
Residence: Calgary, AB
Classification :  C1

@ParaJayeMilley
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@mcmparaMarie-Claude Molnar 
Marie-Claude Molnar has been cycling since she was three years old. To her, 
sport represents self-accomplishment; it has helped her push her limits and 
allows her to explore her own capabilities.

In 2005, Molnar was struck by a car at 110km/h and left with a brain injury. 
Since sport had meant so much to her in the past, she refused to let the 
accident stop her from competing. Ever since she was a kid, she had wanted 
to be an athlete in the Games. 

A former hockey player, Molnar says that her greatest challenge has been 
cycling itself. She says, “Cycling is a complex sport compared to what people 
may think; it involves a lot of strategy, tactics, handling skills and specific 
knowledge.”

Molnar started to compete at World Championships and World Cups in 
2009. She took second place at the 2011 World Track Championships and 
is also a World Cup champion on the road. She has also received numerous 
awards from her provincial federation to honor her performances at World 
Championships.

Molnar won a bronze medal at the 2011 Guadalajara Parapan American 
Games and her goal is the podium once again in London 2012, in her first 
Paralympic Games appearance. 

Height/Weight: 160 cm / 54 kg
Date of Birth: October 2, 1983 
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: Greenfield Park, QC
Hometown:  Lemoyne, QC
Residence: Ste-Adèle, QC
Classification :  C4
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Geneviève Ouellet 
A former national team para-swimmer, Geneviève Ouellet is in her fourth 
season with the Canadian para-cycling team. At the 2008 Paralympics in 
Beijing, Ouellet and pilot Emilie Roy won a bronze medal in the road race 
and added two more bronze at the 2010 world championships. At last year’s 
World Cup in Segovia, Spain, they were third in the time trial.

Ouellet started cycling in 2007, because she was intrigued by tandem 
cycling and felt it was a good sport for athletes with a visual impairment.  
She loves the team aspect of the sport, the variety in the training and 
 attacking the various courses around the world. 

The biggest influence in her career was her first pilot, Mathilde Hupin, who 
showed her she could be successful in the sport if she worked hard.

Ouellet earned a Masters in Kinesiology from Université Laval in 2011.

Height/Weight: 160 cm / 53 kg
Date of Birth: July 9, 1985 
Coach:  Eric Van den Eynde
Birth Place: Amos, QC
Hometown:  Amos, QC
Residence: Amos, QC
Classification :  B
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Emilie Roy 
Pilot for Geneviève Ouellet
Emilie Roy is the 2007 National Road Race Champion, a two-time time 
 Para-cycling World Championship bronze medallist in tandem and will 
participate in the London 2012 Paralympic Games in London as a pilot for 
Genevieve Ouellet.

At the 2008 Paralympics in Beijing, Roy and Ouellet won the bronze medal in 
the road race and added two more bronze at the 2010 world championships. 
At last year’s World Cup in Segovia, Spain they were third in the time trial.

“The very good start that Émilie and I had this season and our distinguished 
career give us hope for a podium in the road race in London,” said Ouellet. 
“One thing is certain, we will work very hard to achieve this objective.”

Roy also works as a massage therapist with the national team.

Height/Weight: 172 cm / 68 kg
Date of Birth: June 12, 1985 
Birth Place: Quebec, QC
Residence: St-Cuthbert, QC
Classification :  Pilot for Geneviève  
 Ouellet
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Robbi Weldon 
Multi-sport athlete Robbi Weldon competed in Para-Nordic skiing at the 
Vancouver 2010 Paralympic Games where she posted two-top-five finishes. 
Later that same summer, Weldon paired up with Olympic cyclist Lyne 
Bessette, who had retired from competitive cycling when she was asked to 
try piloting Weldon.

In their first race together, the pair won a silver medal at the 2010 Baie-
Comeau World Cup. They went on to win silver and bronze medals at the 
2010 world championships. In 2011, the pairing won two World Cup gold 
medals, a world championship gold as well as the overall World Cup title.

Weldon’s most memorable moment was winning four gold medals at the 
Parapan American Games in 2011. This incredible experience was capped by 
being named Canada’s flag bearer with Bessette at the closing ceremonies  
in Guadalajara.

Weldon works in therapeutics for St. Joseph’s Care Group and works as a 
Community Ambassador with the RBC Olympian Program. She is a mother  
of two young children.

She is featured in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super Athletes 
marketing campaign and has been nicknamed “Thunder.”

Height/Weight: 168 cm / 65 kg
Date of Birth: September 6, 1975 
Club :  Thunder Bay Cycling Club 
Coach:  Sebastien Travers
Birth Place: Thunder Bay, ON
Hometown:  Thunder Bay, ON
Residence: Thunder Bay, ON
Classification :  B

@thundercycle12
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Eric Van den Eynde 
Eric Van den Eynde started coaching in 1976 in Montreal at the Olympic 
Velodrome. From 1984 to 1996 he coached for the Quebec provincial team; 
then coached for the Canadian Cycling Association from 1996 to 2006.

Along the way, Van den Eynde started to include athletes with a disability 
in to his able-bodied cycling training groups, challenging all his athletes to 
train harder and smarter than ever before – and results followed. At the 1996 
Paralympic Games, athletes coached by Van den Eynde won seven medals 
and at the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games, they won two medals.

In May 2009, Van den Eynde became head coach of the Canadian Para-
Cycling Team. This straight-talking coach has helped his athletes achieve 
success by creating a culture of hard work without excuses. He says, “I have 
respect for what they have done, but my job is not to be sorry.” 

Led by coaches Van den Eynde and Sébastien Travers, the Canadian 
 Para-cycling team won 15 medals at the 2011 Parapan American Games in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. They now lead a team with many athletes in contention 
for medals at the London 2012 Paralympic Games.

Height/Weight: 178 cm / 82 kg
Date of Birth: December 20, 1955 
Birth Place: Gosselies, Belgium 
Hometown:  Longueuil, QC 
Occupation:  Head coach

HEAD COACH
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Susan Labrecque
Doctor 

Sherbrooke, QC

Arnaud Litou
Team Manager 
Gatineau, QC

Lewis Bevan
Mechanic 

Merthyr Tydfil, UK

Martin St-Laurent
Physiotherapist 

St-Jean-sur-Richelieu, QC

Sébastien Travers
Coach 

Bromont, QC
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The first major international dressage 
 competition for riders with physical  disabilities 
was held at the World Games in New York, 
USA in 1984. Para-Equestrian competition 
made its Paralympic debut at the 1996 Atlanta 
Paralympic Games.

Para-Equestrian is one of Canada’s most 
 successful international disciplines, achieving 
an individual gold medal and an individual 
silver medal at the 2008 Paralympic Games, as 
well as two individual bronze medals at the 
2004 Paralympic Games.

Para-Equestrian is a multi-disability sport, in 
which riders are classified according to their 
functional ability, and are judged on their 
riding skill against other athletes of similar 
abilities. 

Para-Equestrian sport is one of the few 
sports in which male and female participants 

 compete against one another in competition. Athletes may also achieve medals 
in both individual and team events at the same competition.

Many Para-Equestrian athletes also compete alongside able-bodied  competitors 
in competitions. At the grass roots level, Para-Equestrian encompasses a 
number of different disciplines, while the international stream focuses only on 
Para-Dressage.

Riders are eligible to compete in three events; a team test, an individual test, and 
a freestyle test to music. Riders are judged on their ability to perform various 
patterns, which include various changes in pace and direction 

At the international level, riders may achieve a medal in the individual and 
freestyle tests. Team medals are awarded to countries based on the combined 
scores of the team and individual tests of their designated team riders. 

The Federation Equestre International (FEI) (www.horsesport.org) has been the 
governing body for Para-Equestrian sport since 2006, while Equine Canada is 
the national sport organization responsible for Para-Equestrian sport in Canada 
(www.equinecanada.ca).
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Lauren Barwick
Lauren Barwick started riding horses at the age of seven. She moved quickly 
through the ranks of Pony Club and competed in both eventing and 
show jumping. Barwick dreamed of becoming a professional stunt person 
 specializing in horsemanship. 

But her life took an unpredictable turn in 2000, when a bale of hay from an 
unstable stack fell on top of her. The incident broke her back, and paralyzed 
her from the waist down. One year after the accident, Barwick shifted her 
dreams away from stunt riding, and focused on Para-Equestrian sport with 
the help of Coach Sandra Verda. 

Since delving into Para-Dressage, Barwick has pursued international 
competition with outstanding success, winning gold and silver medals at 
the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games. Along with her horse, Maile, Barwick has 
helped propel the sport of Para-Dressage into the spotlight. 

This season, Barwick rode and competed in both Colorado and Florida 
to prepare for the London 2012 Paralympic Games. She has also been 
training horses and is a Senior Protégé and mentor in the Parelli Natural 
Horsemanship’s Mastery Program. Barwick also participates in able-bodied 
competitions. 

This past year, Barwick achieved her 4-star instructor rating. Notable awards 
she has won include the 2004 George Jacobson Equine Canada award and 
the inaugural 2010 Equine Canada President’s Award.

Aside from her competitive pursuits, Barwick gives motivational speeches 
on the pursuit of excellence, being innovative to succeed, setting goals, 
teamwork, and overcoming adversity.

Barwick is featured in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super Athletes 
campaign and has been given the nickname “The Centaur.”

Date of Birth: September 12, 1977
Birth Place: Langley, BC
Hometown:  Aldergrove, BC
Horses:  Off to Paris - 2001   
Chestnut German Oldenburg Mare (owned by 
Equine Canada); and Ferdonia 2 - 1999 Dark 
Brown German Oldenburg Mare (owned by 
Lauren Barwick) 
Classification:  GII

@parellilauren
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Eleonore Elstone
Eleonore Elstone began riding ponies at the age of seven in her native 
Germany, and by age 12 she was riding competitively. She rode in all three 
Olympic disciplines - dressage, eventing, and show jumping – in the German 
Young Rider Championships. In 1974, she immigrated to the interior of 
B.C., where she continued to pursue competitive riding. Only after a riding 
accident in 1979 did she focus entirely on dressage. 

Elstone was long-listed several times on the Canadian Dressage team with 
different horses, though her commitment to the sport extended beyond just 
competing. As a level III coach, Elstone actively trained horses and riders to 
the Young Rider level in dressage and several of her students competed  
at NAYRC.

Elstone first began competing in the sport of Para-Dressage in 2006 at 
the CPEDI4* Pacific Rim competition held in Langley, B.C. She successfully 
won each of her classes, and carried on to represent Canada at the World 
Para-Dressage Championships the following year. These successes qualified 
Elstone and her horse Lutke to compete at the 2008 Paralympic Games in 
Hong Kong, allowing her to accomplish a lifelong goal of participating at a 
Paralympic Games.

Based in Langley, B.C., Elstone is spending the season training and com-
peting Semke and Lutke at Pacific County Stables. She is also a Level III 
Dressage Coach and is actively teaching dressage.

While training, riding and coaching remain her primary pursuits, Elstone is 
also a member of the Dressage Canada coaching committee.

Date of Birth: May 15, 1952
Birth Place: Duesseldorf, Germany
Hometown:  Langley, BC
Personal Coach:  Leslie Reid
National Team  
Coaches:  Andrea Taylor  
 & Mary Longden
Horses:  Zareno, 2004 Dutch 
 Warmblood gelding, Owner: Elisabeth Posmus-
Penterman and Why Not G. 2003 brown Dutch 
Warmblood gelding by Quite Easy, Owners: 
Eleanore Elstone, Kelleigh Kulcsar
Classification:  GIV
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Ashley Gowanlock
Ashley Gowanlock was introduced to riding at an age when most of her 
peers were busy learning how to talk. At just two years old, she began riding 
for therapeutic purposes and quickly discovered a love for the sport and the 
challenges it presents. Gowanlock found that competitive sport provided her 
with goals, pushing her to always strive for the next level. 

Her first international competition was the 2007 World Para-Dressage 
Championships in Great Britain. Despite competing with a borrowed horse, 
Gowanlock’s performance earned her top marks in the under-21 and 
 under-25 age categories and eighth place in the Freestyle class. She later 
qualified for the Canadian Para-Equestrian team, and traveled alongside her 
teammates to Hong Kong to compete at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games. 

“The entire experience of going to the Games is something that will be 
etched into my memory forever,” she said.

Gowanlock is considered a medal contender for the 2012 Paralympic Games 
in London. This season, she is busy training with Ferdonia 2 and Maile and 
is continuing to prepare for the Games. Gowanlock is hoping to become a 
counsellor, and also enjoys writing and travel. 

Date of Birth: March 31, 1987
Birth Place: Surrey, BC
Hometown:  Vancouver, BC
Team Coaches:  Andrea Taylor  
 & Mary Longden
Horses:  FERDONIA 2 (1999 dark 
brown Oldenburger mare by Don Gregory; 
Owner: Lauren Barwick) and MAILE (1994 bay 
Dutch Warmblood mare by Ijsselmeer; Owner: 
Lauren Barwick)
Classification:  GIB

@ashleygowanlock
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Jody Schloss
Jody Schloss of Toronto, ON is a Grade 1a rider who is very quickly making a 
name for herself in the International Para-dressage circuit. Although Schloss 
began riding recreationally at the age of 11, her competitive Para-dressage 
career began in her mid-twenties after a car accident in Central America left 
her in a coma. 

When not riding, Schloss enjoys volunteering, sailing and sit-skiing. She 
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and English as well as a diploma as an 
educational assistant. Schloss began her Masters in Disability Studies but has 
since put that on hold to focus on riding.

Under the training of her personal coach, Jessica Rhinelander, Schloss 
represented Canada in May 2010 at WindReach International CPEDI3* and 
in March 2011 at CPEDI3* Del-Mar; Schloss was also one of four riders who 
qualified to represent Canada at the 2011 European Tour. 

Schloss trains at Swan Manor Stables in Oxford Mills, ON and has spent the 
past two years competing internationally with a goal of qualifying for the 
2012 Games, where she will be making her Paralympic debut in London as a 
member of the Canadian Para-Equestrian Team. 

Date of Birth: November 19, 1972
Birth Place: Toronto, ON
Hometown:  Toronto, ON
Residence:  Ottawa, ON
Personal Coach:  Jessica Rhinelander
Team Coaches:  Andrea Taylor  
 & Mary Longden
Horses:  INSPECTOR REBUS, 1998 
grey Dutch Warmblood gelding by Sambertino, 
Owner: Jody Schloss
Classification:  GIA
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Andrea Taylor
Andrea Taylor began riding at age six and went on to become a successful 
junior rider. She was a member of the gold medal team at the 1989 North 
American Young Riders’ Championship and, in 1990, achieved her “A” level 
with the Pony Club.

Training primarily with Olympian Leslie Reid, Taylor won many Canadian 
Championships at various levels of dressage. Dior, a Hanoverian gelding she 
bought as an unbroken three-year-old in California, was her partner for many 
of these awards.

From 1996-2000, Taylor and Dior went to Germany to train with Udo Lange 
and Christilot Hanson-Boylen. In 1999, they made their Grand Prix debut with 
impressive results that included winning the Grand Prix at Herroldberg and 
placing fifth in the Baden-Wuerttemburg Championship. Taylor and Dior 
were named as members of the Canadian Dressage Short List from 2000 
until 2004.

Taylor was also one of two riders chosen to represent Canada at the 2000 
CDI Trivett Classic International Derby held every spring in Sydney, Australia. 
Riding borrowed horses, Taylor helped Canada claim the team bronze medal 
as well as win the Leading Foreign Rider Award.

In her role as Para-Equestrian Canada National Team Coach, Taylor guided 
the team at the 2007 World Championships as well as the 2008 Paralympic 
Games, where rider Lauren Barwick secured individual gold and silver 
 medals. Taylor was subsequently awarded the Petro-Canada Coaching 
Excellence Award in recognition of her coaching achievements at the 2008 
Paralympic Games.

Taylor is a Level 3 Dressage Coach.

Date of Birth: March 10, 1971 
Birth Place: Richmond, BC
Hometown: Surrey, BC 
Residence: Surrey, BC 
Occupation:  Full-time athlete and  
 coach

HEAD COACH



128

EQ
U

ES
TR

IA
N

Canadian Paralympic Team - Media Guide

Alice Beatty
Stable Manager
Uxbridge, ON

Suzie Brown
 Support Personnel 

Budoia, Italy

Caroline Archambault
Registered Massage Therapist (Human 

and Equine), L’Épiphanie, QC

Kerry-Anne Bourne
Groom 

Gloucester, UK

Mary Longden
Assistant Team Coach 

Victoria, Australia

Jennifer Miller
Team Veterinarian 

Cave Creek, Arizona
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Amie O’Shaughnessy
Team Leader 
Kanata, ON

Caroline Samson
Support Personnel 

Kemptville, ON

Tori Elley-Murray
Groom 

 Reddick, Florida

Elizabeth Quigg
Chef d’Equipe 
Gormley, ON

Ozzie Sawicki
Performance Consultant 

Cochrane, AB

Anne Van Silfhout
Groom 

Westbeemster, Netherlands
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Paralympic goalball is exclusive to 
athletes who have a visual impairment 
or are blind. Goalball is an intensely 
unique spectator sport given the venue 
atmosphere and extreme concentration 
and silence required by the athletes.

Goalball is a team sport for both men 
and women. Each team is comprised 
of six players with no more than three 
players per team (1 centre and 2 

 wingers) permitted on the court at any one time. The objective of the game is to 
throw the ball into the opponent’s goal while the opposing players try to block 
the ball with their bodies. Goals are scored by rolling a ball (called a goalball) 
toward the opposing team’s goal. Goals span the width of the court at each end. 
The team with the most goals wins.

Goalball is played on a court with tactile markings to enable players to 
 determine their location on the court and the direction he/she is facing at any 
time. Goalballs weigh 1.25kg and contain noise bells which help to orientate the 
players and indicate the direction the ball is rolling. Silence during playtime is 
critical to allow the players to listen, concentrate, and react.

Game duration is 24 minutes divided into two 12-minute halves with a three-
minute half time.

Three basic rules guide ball throwing/rolling: 

1.  A thrown ball must touch the floor on or before the throwing team’s six-
metre line and again before the opposing team’s six-metre line.

2.  A throw must take place within 10 seconds of coming under the control of 
the defending team. Passing is permitted within the 10 seconds and players 
may move about the court to adopt favourable positions

3.  No player may take more than two consecutive throws for his team.

Personal and team penalties may be awarded for rule infractions. The 
 competition consists of a round robin tournament from which four teams 
emerge as semi-finalists.

The governing body of goalball is the International Blind Sport Federation  
(www.ibsa-sports.org), with the Canadian Blind Sports Association  
(www.canadianblindsports.ca) acting as the National Sport Federation.
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Mario Caron
Mario Caron has been competing in Paralympic sport since 1982. He has 
collected numerous medals and awards throughout his athletic career, 
including 11 national championship medals and a Paralympic silver medal 
from the Atlanta 1996 Paralympic Games.

Caron has competed at six Paralympics, starting in Seoul in 1988, with plans 
to compete at his seventh Paralympic Games in London in 2012.

Caron was born with a visual impairment in St-Jean Port-Joli, Quebec. When 
he was 14, he started playing adaptive sports with a group of visually-
impaired students from his school. One of his teachers introduced the group 
to the sports of goalball and athletics. Caron got hooked on goalball and has 
been playing ever since. 

In 2011, Caron competed at the 2011 Parapan American Games in 
Guadalajara, where the team placed fourth.

For the 1992 Paralympics in Barcelona, Caron decided to give Athletics a try. 
After those Games, he had to choose between both sports and commit to 
only one of them. This is when he realized goalball was his real passion. As 
the most experienced player on the Canadian team, Caron looks forward to 
leading his team in London.

Caron is featured in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super Athletes 
marketing campaign and has been nicknamed “The Heat.”

Height/Weight: 175 cm / 95 kg 
Date of Birth: August 10, 1962 
Birth Place: St-Jean Port-Joli, QC
Residence: St-Eustache, QC
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Retired
Classification:  B2
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Brendan Gaulin
For Brendan Gaulin, sport is a passion. He has been an active person ever 
since he was a child. Sport has helped him improve his teamwork, leadership 
and self-confidence. Gaulin first got involved in goalball in 2000, influenced 
by his sister, Sarah, who played on the Quebec team. His sister and brother 
founded a recreational league in Montreal in 1999. Gaulin rapidly became 
passionate about the sport and took it to the next level, joining the  
national team. 

Gaulin’s biggest challenge has been adapting to new teams and roles in 
his athletic career. He is a member of BC Blind Sports, where he also plays 
goalball.

Gaulin competed at the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games, the 2009 IBSA 
 Pan-American Games, the 2010 IBSA Goalball World Championships, 
the 2011 IBSA World Games and the 2011 Parapan American Games in 
Guadalajara, where the team placed fourth. 

Gaulin helped his team finish in fifth place at the Beijing 2008 Paralympics 
and win bronze medals at both the 2009 IBSA Pan-American Games and the 
2011 IBSA World Games.

A three-time national champion, Gaulin was also the 2011 National 
Championship MVP. His greatest moment since he started competing was 
walking into the competition gymnasium at the Beijing 2008 Summer 
Paralympics for the first time. Brendan’s mentor since taking up goalball has 
been teammate Mario Caron, a veteran leader on the Senior Men’s National 
Goalball Team.

Gaulin’s goal heading into the London 2012 Paralympic Games is to win gold.

Height/Weight: 184 cm / 112 kg 
Date of Birth: July 13, 1989 
Birth Place: Montreal, QC
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Student
Classification:  B3
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Bruno Haché
Bruno Haché got involved in goalball at the age of 23, having begun to lose 
his vision at age 18 due to a hereditary condition. He found a new passion in 
the sport and credits it for giving him valuable confidence and pride. “Sport 
is my life”, says Haché.

Haché first competed at the elite level in goalball at an invitational tour-
nament in London in 2001. Since then, he has competed in four world 
 championships and two Paralympic Games. His biggest accomplishment to 
date is a gold medal at the Parapan American Games in Rio in 2007. Haché 
also competed at the 2011 Parapan American Games, where the team 
placed fourth.

For the London 2012 Paralympic Games, Haché is aiming for gold. He abides 
by the motto: “A quitter never wins. A winner never quits.”

In his spare time, Haché enjoys camping, fishing, and playing hockey and 
basketball. He works as a maintenance worker at the Institut Nazareth & 
Louis Braille in Dorval, Quebec.

Height/Weight: 170 cm / 90 kg 
Date of Birth: July 13, 1977 
Birth Place: Montreal, QC
Residence: Dorval, QC 
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Maintenance worker
Classification:  B2
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Doug Ripley 
Doug Ripley is a veteran goalball player and athlete, but London will be his 
first Paralympic Games. He has been waiting 16 years for this opportunity 
after missing the 1996 Paralympic Games in Atlanta with a stress fracture. 

Ripley began playing goalball at 17 and turned competitive in 2003, after 
having competed in para-athletics as a member of Team Canada from 1993 
to 1998.

When he isn’t training, Ripley works as a Registered Massage Therapist and 
spends quality time with his 11-year-old daughter, Paige.

Before making the move to competitive goalball, Ripley competed in the 
400m. His achievements include winning gold at the Kamloops Canada 
Games in 1993, placing sixth at the 1994 IPC Athletics World Championships 
in Berlin and eighth at the 1998 IPC Athletics World Championships in 
Madrid.

Ripley made the Canadian national goalball team with a splash in 2010, 
when his team won gold for the first time at Nationals and he was named 
MVP of the tournament. 

Ripley was part of Team Canada at the 2010 World Championships as well as 
the 2011 IBSA World Games, where Canada placed third and qualified for the 
London 2012 Paralympic Games.

He believes his years of athletic experience and his tenure as Captain of Team 
BC since 2003 have given him the skill and ability to help Canada earn a 
place on the podium in 2012.

Height/Weight: 185 cm / 77 kg 
Date of Birth: November 15, 1973
Club:  B.C. Blind Sports
Coach:  Robert Lebel
Birth Place: Squamish, BC
Hometown: Powell River, BC
Residence: New Westminster, BC
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Classification:  B3

@DougRipley
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Simon Tremblay
Simon Tremblay first got involved in goalball in 2006 at age 24. A few years 
later, in 2009, Tremblay joined the Canadian National Goalball Team and 
competed in his first international competition: the IBSA Pan American 
Games. Since then, Tremblay has competed all over the world with his team. 

Tremblay acquired a visual impairment in 2002 as the result of a car accident. 
Following his accident, he was encouraged by his Braille teacher to get 
involved in sport. Since taking up goalball, the most influential person in 
Tremblay’s sporting career has been his teammate, Mario Caron.

Tremblay says that sport has given him a goal in life and has allowed him to 
push and surpass his limits. It has also allowed him to travel the world and 
compete against the best. From sport, he has gained discipline, responsibility 
and health. Tremblay has a heavy training schedule and can be found in the 
gym or at his team practices six to seven times a week.

His career highlight is winning a bronze medal at the 2011 Paralympic 
Qualifying Tournament in Turkey. Tremblay also competed at the 2011 
Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, where the team  
placed fourth. 

His goal for London is to win a gold medal. Tremblay is looking forward to 
putting new techniques into practice and is hoping that they will lead him 
and his team to success.

Tremblay is a massage therapist and part-time waiter. He enjoys cycling, 
music and walks.

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 80 kg 
Date of Birth: December 17, 1981 
Birth Place: Alma, QC
Residence: Quebec, QC 
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Student
Classification:  B1
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Ahmad Zeividavi 
Ahmad Zeividavi began playing goalball at the age of 14 and went on to 
compete at the elite level in 2009. He pursued goalball because it is specifi-
cally for people with a visual impairment and he really enjoyed the sport right 
from the start. To Zeividavi, sport represents entertainment, fun, hard work 
and team work. Sport has helped him feel pride and joy in representing his 
country. Zeividavi also plays blind soccer recreationally.

Zeividavi’s most memorable moment since he began his goalball career was 
when his team defeated the U.S. goalball team and qualified the Canadians for 
the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games.

Zeividavi has also competed in four IBSA World Championships and World 
Games. He won a bronze medal at the IBSA Championships, two gold medals 
at the Canadian National Goalball Championships and a silver and bronze 
medal at the Canadian Western Regional Championships.

Zeividavi was also a member of the Canadian squad at the 2011 Parapan 
American Games in Guadalajara, where the team placed fourth.

His goal for the London 2012 Paralympic Games is to win gold.

Height/Weight: 168 cm / 65 kg 
Date of Birth: September 3, 1985 
Birth Place: Iran
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Student
Classification:  B1
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Danny Snow
Danny Snow has been coaching goalball for the past 30 years and has loved 
every moment of it. He first started getting involved in the sport in 1983 
when he was 24 years old. 

Heading towards the London 2012 Paralympic Games, Snow’s fifth 
Paralympics, his goal for his team is to finish in the top three. Snow is a past 
winner of the Calgary Booster club award.

Height/Weight: 174 cm / 108 kg 
Date of Birth: March 17, 1959 
Birth Place: Lachine, QC
Residence: Calgary, AB 
Classification:  Coach
Occupation:  Dispatcher

HEAD COACH
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Mike Lonergan
Team Manager 

New Westminster, BC

Robert Lebel
Coach 

Burnaby, BC

Darren Hamilton
Videographer 

Calgary, AB

Isabelle Trottier
Physiotherapist  

St-Marc-des-Carrieres, QC
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Ashlie Andrews
Ashlie Andrews started playing goalball at age 13 and went on to compete 
at the elite level in 2007 at age 14. Andrews was born legally blind. There 
have been many people helping Andrews along her way through her sport 
career, but Tom Cowper was the one who got her started playing goalball.

Since Andrews began competing, her favourite moment was in 2010 at the 
Junior National Goalball Tournament. It was her teammate’s last year com-
peting at the junior level and the first year they took home gold at the Junior 
Nationals; she was happy be part of her teammate’s best junior tournament.

The biggest event Andrews has competed at so far was the World Youth 
Games, where they placed fourth in 2011 and third in 2009. She also won the 
gold medal with her team at the Junior Nationals in 2011.

The 2011 Guadalajara Parapan American Games was Andrews’ first interna-
tional tournament with the Senior National Team. She was thrilled to be part 
of Canada’s bronze medal-winning team in Guadalajara, and aspires to reach 
the podium at the London 2012 Paralympic Games.

Height/Weight: 166 cm / 63 kg 
Date of Birth: January 3, 1993 
Birth Place: Prince George, BC
Hometown:  Marathon, ON
Residence: Penticton, BC 
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Student-athlete
Classification:  B3
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Whitney Bogart 
Whitney Bogart first got involved in goalball in 2001 when she was 15. She 
started competing at the elite level in 2005. Born with Albinism, Bogart and 
her twin brother, Tyler Burk, both share a love for goalball. 

Bogart’s original coach, Rob Christy, has been very inspirational to her. Bogart 
is part of the Bytown Goalball Club in Ottawa, along with teammates Cassie 
Orgeles, Amy Kneebone and Jill MacSween.

Bogart competed at the World Goalball Championships in 2006 and 2010. 
She won a gold medal at the 2006 World Goalball Championships and 
bronze at the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara.

Bogart’s biggest sport accomplishment and medal performance was win-
ning the gold medal at the 2011 IBSA World Championships and Games in 
Turkey, which qualified the team for the London 2012 Paralympic Games. Her 
most memorable career moment was competing for her country and being 
on the starting line for that game.

Bogart’s goal is to continue to improve as an individual and as a team. She 
hopes to make it to the podium at the London 2012 Paralympic Games. 

Height/Weight: 161 cm / 69 kg 
Date of Birth: April 21, 1986 
Hometown:  Marathon, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Orientation and Mobility  
 instructor for the blind
Classification :  B3

@whitneyb33
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Amy Kneebone
Amy Kneebone started competing at the elite level in 2005 after taking up 
the sport of goalball just one year earlier at age 13. Kneebone is a member 
of the Bytown Goalball Club, along with her teammates Whitney Bogart, Jill 
MacSween and Cassie Orgeles.

Kneebone represented Canada at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games, 
where the team placed fifth. Her biggest sport accomplishment and 
medal  performance was winning the gold medal at the 2011 IBSA World 
Championships and Games in Turkey, which qualified the team for the 
London 2012 Paralympic Games.

She also competed at the World Goalball Championships in 2006, winning 
the gold medal, and was a member of the bronze medal-winning team at 
the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara. 

Kneebone’s goalball club team are six-time national champions. Rob Christy 
was her club coach, and Janice Dawson will be leading Kneebone and the 
rest of the National Team to London.

Kneebone’s goal for the London 2012 Paralympic Games is to help her team 
be on the podium. When someone tells her there is only one way to do 
things, it always lights a fire under her and her instant reaction is to prove 
otherwise. Her passion and drive has made her a valuable team member 
both on and off the court. 

Height/Weight: 163 cm / 72 kg
Date of Birth: March 17, 1990 
Birth Place: Charlottetown, PEI
Residence: Ottawa, ON 
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Student
Classification:  B3

@kneebonea



144

G
O

A
LB

A
LL

Canadian Paralympic Team - Media Guide

Jill MacSween 
Jill MacSween started playing goalball in 2009 and quickly rose to the elite 
level in 2010. Her grandfather inspired her to get involved in goalball at 
her high school where it was offered at a high level for visually-impaired 
students.

Sport has helped MacSween fulfill a dream; to her it represents the love of 
competition. Her greatest moment so far was winning the gold medal in 
Turkey at the 2011 IBSA World Championships and Games, which allowed 
her team to qualify for the London 2012 Paralympic Games.

MacSween also competed in the 2010 World Goalball Championships 
and has earned the Courage Canada Scholarship. Most recently, she was a 
member of the Canadian women’s goalball team that won a bronze medal at 
the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara.

MacSween’s goal is to medal at the London 2012 Paralympic Games. Bob 
Mannen and current coach Janice Dawson are two people who have 
 influenced her throughout her sport career.

Her motto to live by is, “You can always be better.”

MacSween is a member of the Bytown Goalball Club in Ottawa, with her 
teammates Whitney Bogart, Amy Kneebone and Cassie Orgeles.

Height/Weight: 165 cm / 61 kg 
Date of Birth: June 2, 1992 
Birth Place: Halifax, NS
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Student
Classification: B3

@jillianmac6 
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Nancy Morin 
Nancy Morin first started playing goalball at age 19 after volunteering at a 
goalball tournament in Montreal; subsequently she began practicing with 
Team Québec. Three years later, in 1997, Morin became a member of the 
Canadian National Goalball Team.

Growing up with a visual impairment never stopped Morin from playing 
sports. She was an athletic child and played numerous team sports through-
out her youth. Her mother encouraged her involvement in sport and was 
always a huge support; she even coached some of Morin’s teams.

Today, Morin is an accomplished athlete. She has competed at three 
Paralympic Games and four world championships. Morin won gold medals 
at the Paralympic Games in Athens in 2004 and Sydney in 2000, placed fifth 
in Beijing and has gold and silver world championship medals.

Morin was also a key member of the bronze medal-winning Canadian 
team at the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara and is sure to be 
 instrumental in their podium quest at the London 2012 Paralympic Games.

Morin is currently finishing a baccalaureate degree in Education and 
 planning on doing a Graduate certificate in visual impairment. In her spare 
time, she enjoys horseback riding, swimming, rollerblading and reading.

Height/Weight: 175 cm / 90 kg
Date of Birth: August 28, 1975 
Birth Place: Greenfield Park, QC
Residence: Longueuil, QC 
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Student
Classification:  B2
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Cassie Orgeles 
Cassie Orgeles began playing goalball at the age of seven and rose to the 
elite level in 2010. She has always loved the feeling of playing as a team, 
especially the complete faith you put in your teammates. One of her  
biggest challenges and greatest achievements was gaining a spot on the  
National Team.

The 2011 IBSA World Championships and Games were her next big 
 challenge – the Canadian women won the event, earning a berth at the 
London 2012 Paralympic Games.

Sport, especially goalball, embodies the meaning of teamwork to Orgeles. 
She was born with Optic Nerve Hypoplasia and is legally blind. Her goalball 
coaches from her high school team, Tracy MacPhee and Bob Mannen, have 
been very influential people to her thus far in her sport career.

A a member of the Bytown Goalball Club in Ottawa, Orgeles regularly 
 practises with her teammates, Jill MacSween, Amy Kneebone and Whitney 
Bogart, who are members of the same club. 

Orgeles and her team placed fourth at the 2010 Goalball World 
Championship and captured bronze at the 2011 Parapan American 
Games in Guadalajara. She has also received the Wayne Gretzky Award for 
Sportsmanship. 

Orgeles is aiming for the podium at the London 2012 Paralympic Games.

Height/Weight: 160 cm / 72 kg 
Date of Birth: February 3, 1990
Birth Place: Honolulu, HI
Residence: Nepean, ON
Disability Type:  Visually Impaired 
Occupation:  Full-time athlete
Occupation:  Full-time athlete
Classification :  B3
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Janice Dawson 
Janice Dawson has been involved in sport for most of her life. Before 
becoming head coach for the Women’s National Goalball Team, Dawson 
was a competitive speed skater. She also volunteered at the Vancouver 2010 
Olympics at the speed skating oval. 

Dawson was introduced to goalball when a friend asked her to help coach 
the Alberta Women’s Team. She was impressed with how the athletes moved 
on the court – blocking, passing, throwing and communicating. Dawson has 
now been coaching athletes with a disability for 14 years, starting in 1998.

In 2006, Dawson was awarded the Petro-Canada Coaching Excellence 
Award in recognition of her team winning the 2006 IBSA World Goalball 
Championships.

One of the most rewarding experiences she has experienced was when 
everyone came together as a team to win gold at the 2011 IBSA World 
Championships in Turkey and qualify for the London 2012 Paralympic 
Games. Dawson is immensely proud of the team she is part of and is 
 appreciative of all the opportunities afforded to her.

Dawson’s goal for the team is to reach the podium at the London 2012 
Paralympic Games. She believes there’s nothing like an Olympic or 
Paralympic Games to inspire a nation.

Height/Weight: 170 cm / 73 kg
Date of Birth: June 11, 1967 
Birth Place: Ottawa, ON
Residence: Calgary, AB 
Occupation:  Head coach

HEAD COACH
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Mike Lonergan
Team Manager 

New Westminster, BC

Jackie St. George-Rennie
Physiotherapist  

Calgary, AB

Nathalie Scott
Coach 

Outlook, SK

Darren Hamilton
Videographer 

Calgary, AB
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Paralympic judo is open to athletes with 
blindness/visual impairment, in several 
weight categories. The key elements of 
judo are balance, touch, sensitivity, and 
instinct, all of which are highly-developed 
qualities possessed by athletes with a visual 
 impairment. Judo demands extreme physical 
and strategic performance and competitors 
must use different techniques to overcome 
or immobilize their opponent.

The objective of Judo is to score an ippon 
(a score equal to 10 points), awarded for 
a  successful technique, or to score more 
points than ones opponent. Lesser scores 
can be awarded when a technique does 
not merit an ippon. If neither of the judokas 
(judo competitors) complete an ippon by 
the end of the match, the winner is the one 
with the highest score.

Two judokas compete for five minutes.  
A combatant must combine quick moves 
with strength and agility in order to score 
points. Athletes must maintain balance and 
reaction while countering an opponent’s 

rush.  Point-scoring moves in attack and counterattack. Throwing techniques 
and ground holds include hold downs, arm locks, and choke holds. Kicking and 
punching are not permitted.

The only differences between Olympic and Paralympic judo is that judokas  
with visual impairments have contact with their opponent before the start of  
the match and the mat has different textures to indicate zones and the 
 competition area.

Judo is governed by the International Blind Sports Federation (IBSA) and follows 
the International Judo Federation (IJF) rules used at other top-level, able-bodied 
judo events, with slight modifications for athletes with a visual impairment. For 
more detailed information on judo, visit www.ibsa.es. Canada’s National Sport 
Federation for the sport is Judo Canada www.judocanada.org.
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Justin Karn 
Justin Karn has been competing in judo for around 18 years and will be 
attending his first Paralympic Games in London 2012. He has competed at 
many International events, including World Championships in Italy, Canada, 
France and Turkey; along with the Pan American Games in Colorado Springs 
and Orlando, Florida, where he finished in first place.

In 2011, Karn competed at the Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, where he won the bronze medal in his category.

Growing up as a visually-impaired athlete, Karn was active in swimming, 
wrestling, goalball and cross country running. He started judo around the 
age of 13. Karn is a part of the Asahi Judo Club in Kitchener, Ont., where he 
says he feels more like a member of a family instead of someone on a team.

Throughout his career, his coaches Jon Batten, Mark Burgess and Tom 
Thomson have helped him immensely. Due to the rough nature of the 
sport, Karn finds it challenging to find a training partner who is willing to put 
in as much time and effort into training as he does. Injuries from judo are 
 common but his love of the sport has always kept him pushing for his goals; 
he isn’t afraid to push the limits. 

Karn looks forward to entering the Opening Ceremonies in London and 
hopes to bring home gold.

Karn is a featured athlete in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super 
Athletes marketing campaign and has been nicknamed, “The Badger.”

Height/Weight: 167 cm / 60 kg
Date of Birth: June 16, 1981 
Club:  Asahi Judo Club
Coach:  Jon Batten, Mark Burgess,  
 Tom Thomson
Birth Place: Guelph, ON
Hometown:  Fergus, ON
Residence: Kitchener, ON
Classification:  B3
Event:  -60 kg
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Tim Rees 
Tim Rees has been studying martial arts since his teens, and gravitated 
toward judo because it was more of a grappling discipline, a good fit for an 
athlete with a degenerative eye condition.

“I always liked grappling and wrestling, and just decided to compete,” says 
Rees. In 1999, he started competing at a high level.

Today, Rees is a top world-class judo athlete. He finished fifth in the world at 
the 2011 IBSA World Championships and was also a nominee for the 2011 
Ontario athlete with a disability of the year award. 

Rees won a bronze medal at the Guadalajara 2011 Parapan American Games 
in the under 100kg division.

He trains in his sport three to five times a week, along with additional 
strength and conditioning training.

Rees is aiming for gold at the London 2012 Paralympic Games. 

He holds a Doctorate of Philosophy in Applied Mathematics and is currently 
a post-doctoral research fellow at the University of Victoria. He is the proud 
father of two sons. 

Height/Weight: 178 cm / 100 kg
Date of Birth: July 24, 1980 
Club:  Victoria Judo Club
Coach:  Mickey Fitzgerald
Birth Place: Kingston, ON
Hometown:  Williams Lake, BC
Residence: Victoria, BC
Classification:  B2
Event:  -100 kg
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Tony Walby 
Tony Walby first started practicing judo in 1980, at age seven, after taking 
an introductory class. He was instantly hooked. For 16 years, Walby was a 
member of the national able-bodied judo team. In his last year of competi-
tion, he earned the title of national heavyweight champion. Walby retired 
from able-bodied sport at age 35, around the same time he was declared 
legally blind. He has genetic cone dystrophy, which caused his sight to begin 
deteriorating significantly in his early 20s. 

Two years later, when Walby learned that his visual impairment qualified 
him to compete in the Paralympics, he wasted no time and got right back 
to training. Walby competed in the Guadalajara Parapan American Games in 
2011, where he won a bronze medal in the over 100kg division.

Today, Walby faces the challenges of balancing his competitive sport career 
with other aspects of his life such as family, work and friends. Nevertheless, 
he manages to train seven days a week at the Takahashi Dojo Club in Ottawa, 
ON. His motivation: a gold medal at the London 2012 Paralympic Games. 

Walby is a computer engineer. 

Height/Weight: 176 cm / 118 kg
Date of Birth: August 22, 1973 
Club:  Takahashi Dojo
Coach:  Tina Takahashi &  
 Andrzej Sadej
Birth Place: Ottawa, ON
Hometown:  Ottawa, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Classification:  B2
Event:  100+ kg
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Tom Thomson 
Tom Thomson has been coaching for 28 years. His involvement in judo 
started out as an athlete, but he later turned to coaching. In 1984, Thomson 
was faced with a challenge when he was presented with his first athlete with 
a visual impairment. Having had no experience with athletes with a disability, 
he built a programme through trial and error. Thomson has since lectured in 
university classrooms on this subject and has even contributed a section to 
the Judo Canada instructor’s manual. 

Today, Thomson is the national team coach for Paralympic judo and is aiming 
to medal with all three of his athletes in London, which will be his fourth par-
ticipation at the Paralympic Games. In 2011, Thomson led his three athletes 
to three bronze medals at the Guadalajara Parapan American Games.

The athletes he has coached throughout the years have won one Paralympic 
bronze medal, two World bronze medals, five Parapan American gold med-
als, four Parapan American silver medals, and six Parapan American bronze 
medals, as well as a number of regional medals.

Among his many accomplishments, Thomson was awarded the Petro-
Canada Coaching Excellence Award in 2006 and the Judo Canada Special 
Recognition Award in 2009. 

Thomson is married and has four children. He is a construction electrician. 

Height/Weight: 170 cm / 105 kg
Date of Birth: May 7, 1947 
Birth Place: Hamilton, ON
Hometown:  Ancaster, ON
Residence: Brantford, ON

HEAD COACH
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Adaptive rowing is 
rowing or sculling for 
rowers with a disability 
who meet the criteria 
set out in the adaptive 
rowing classification 
regulations. Adaptive 
implies that the equip-
ment is “adapted” to 
the user to practice the 
sport, rather than the 
sport being “adapted” 
to the user.

The International Rowing Federation (FISA) is the sole world governing body for 
Rowing, and the sport is practiced by athletes in 24 countries. It was introduced 
into the Paralympic program in 2005 and held its first Paralympic events in 
Beijing in 2008.

Adaptive rowing is open to male and female rowers, and the Paralympic Games 
program includes three boat classes: LTAMix4+ (mixed coxed four), TAMix2x 
(mixed double), ASW1x (women’s single scull) and ASM1x (men’s single scull).

The LTA4+ and TA2x are mixed-gender boats. Races are held over 1,000 metres 
for all four events.

The International Rowing Federation (FISA) is the sole world governing body for 
rowing at www.worldrowing.com.

Canada’s National Sport Federation is Rowing Canada Aviron at  
www.rowingcanada.org.
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David Blair
David Blair is the youngest member of the Canadian Paralympic rowing 
team’s mixed coxed four. Joining the boat in 2010, he was vaulted to the 
top of the world when the crew won the World Championships that year 
in Karapiro, New Zealand. In 2011, they won the silver medal at the world 
championships in Bled, Slovenia.

Born legally blind, Blair discovered rowing at the Ottawa Rowing Club, where 
national coach Jeff Dunbrack saw his potential. He is enrolled in Carleton 
University’s College of Humanities, in Ottawa.

London will be Blair’s first Paralympic Games.

Key results:

2012 – 6th, LTA4+, World Cup, Munich, Germany
2011 – 2nd, LTA4+, World Championships, Bled, Slovenia
2010 – 1st, LTA4+, World Championships, Karapiro, NZL

Date of Birth: October 15, 1991
Club: Ottawa Rowing Club
Birth Place: Ottawa, ON
Hometown: Ottawa, ON
Residence: Ottawa, ON
Event: Mixed Coxed Four –  
 LTAMix4+
Classification:  LTA-VIB3
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Kristen Kit
Coxswain
Coxswain Kristen Kit is the newest member of the LTA4+. When coxswain 
Laura Comeau retired after the 2011 Worlds, Kit was asked to bring her 
international experience with the National Women’s Under 23 team into the 
adaptive boat.

The St. Catharines, Ontario native was a world bronze medalist in 2010 with 
the U23 team and has been based at the women’s National Training Centre in 
London, Ontario for a couple of years. 

Kit is the boat’s coxswain, with the job of steering the boat and calling the 
races. The coxswain is able-bodied, even in the Paralympics. London will be 
Kit’s first Paralympic Games. 

Key results:

2012 – 6th, Para LTA4+ World Cup, Munich, Germany
2010 – 3rd BW8+, U23 World Rowing Championships, Brest, Belarus
2009 – 4th BW8+, U23 World Rowing Championships, Prague, Czech Republic
2006 – 1st JW8+ CanAmMex, Mexico City, Mexico

Height/Weight:  163 cm / 50 kg 
Date of Birth: August 18, 1988
Club: University of British  
 Columbia Rowing Club
Birth Place: St. Catharines, ON
Hometown: St. Catharines, ON
Residence: London, ON
Event: Mixed Coxed Four –  
 LTAMix4+
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Meghan Montgomery
Although originally from Winnipeg where she attended the University of 
Manitoba, Meghan Montgomery relocated to rowing’s Mecca of Victoria, BC, 
to train on a regular basis at the national training centre on Elk Lake. 

Montgomery has been rowing for more than 10 years and part of the 
National Para-Rowing program for several years. London will be her second 
Paralympic Games. At the Beijing Paralympic Games in 2008, Montgomery 
and her crew placed sixth. At the world championships, they won gold in 
2010 and silver in 2011.

Montgomery holds a BA and BEd from the University of Manitoba.  
Her  disability is a congenital one, affecting her right hand.

Key results:

2012 – 6th, LTA4+, World Cup, Munich, Germany
2011 – 2nd, LTA4+, World Championships, Bled, Slovenia 
2010 – 1st, LTA4+, World Championships, Karapiro, NZL 
2009 – 4th, LTA4+, World Championships, Poznan, Poland
2008 – 6th, LTA4+, Beijing Paralympics 
2007 – 3rd, LTA4+, World Championships, Munich, Germany
2007 – 1st, LTA4+, Royal Canadian Henley 
2006 – 3rd, LTA4+, World Championships, Eton, England
2006 – 1st, LTA4+, Royal Canadian Henley
2001 – 3rd, 8+, Canada Summer Games 

Height/Weight:  188 cm / 75 kg 
Date of Birth: November 6, 1981
Club: Winnipeg Rowing Club  
 Victoria City Rowing Club
Birth Place: Winnipeg, MB
Hometown: Winnipeg, MB
Residence: Victoria, BC
Event: Para Coxed Four –  
 LTAMix+
Classification:  LTAPD

@MeghanRows
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Victoria Nolan
Visually-impaired rower Victoria Nolan and her crew hold two world 
championship medals: gold from 2010 and silver from 2011. Nolan was 
the Argonaut Rowing Club’s Oarswoman of the year in 2011 and Rowing 
Canada’s Adaptive Athlete of the Year in 2007.

At 18 years old, Nolan was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa. After the 
birth of her two children, her eyesight deteriorated significantly and left her 
with only three per cent vision. With a desire to be a good role model for her 
children, Nolan decided to take up a sport. While visiting a local rowing club, 
she learned about adaptive rowing and tried it out.

A Special Education teacher, she lives with her supportive husband 
(Eamonn), son (Tarabh) and daughter (Ceilidh). Nolan’s guide dog, Vegas, is 
an unofficial team member and often travels to regattas.

Nolan holds a Master’s Degree in Child Study and Education; and a H.BSc 
(Specialist Cognitive Science). She is on the National Board of Directors for 
the Canadian National Institute for the Blind.

A featured athlete in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super Athletes 
marketing campaign, Nolan has been nicknamed “The Metronome.”

Key results:

2012 – 6th, LTA4+, World Cup, Munich, Germany
2011 – 2nd, LTA4+, World Championships, Bled, Slovenia 
2011 – Argonaut Rowing Club, Oarswoman of the Year
2010 – 1st, LTA4+, World Championships, Karapiro, NZL
2009 – 4th, LTA4+, World Championships, Poznan, Poland
2008 – 6th LTA4+, Beijing Paralympics Games
2007 – 3rd,LTA4+, World Championships, Munich, Germany
2007 – Rowing Canada’s Adaptive Athlete of the Year

Height/Weight:  170 cm / 76 kg 
Date of Birth: January 3, 1975 
Club: Argonaut Rowing Club
Birth Place: Liverpool, England
Hometown: Toronto, ON
Residence: Toronto, ON
Event: Mixed Coxed Four –  
 LTAMix+
Classification:  LTA-VIB2

@blindrower
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Joan Reid
Before rowing competitively, Joan Reid was an accomplished Para-Nordic 
skier. Rowing out of Vernon, B.C. with coach Martin George, this is Reid’s 
comeback year in the arms and shoulders women’s single event of 
Paralympic rowing.

Reid last competed internationally in rowing in 2007. In the spring of 2012, 
she qualified for the London 2012 Paralympic Games at the final chance 
regatta in Serbia, and is excited to again represent her country in rowing. 
London is Reid’s first Paralympic Games. 

Off the water, she enjoys kayaking, cycling, researching family history and 
travelling. She holds a Bachelor of Arts (Psychology) from Trinity Western 
University and a Diploma in Business Administration from the College of 
New Caledonia in Prince George.

Key results:

Rowing:
2012 – 1st, ASW1x, World Cup, Belgrade, Serbia.
2012 – 3rd, ASW1X, International Adaptive Regatta, Gavirate, Italy.
2007 – 8th, ASW1X, World Championships, Munich, Germany

Para-Nordic:
2007 – 2nd, World Cup, Para-Nordic skiing, Mt. Washington, USA.

Height/Weight:  165 cm / 68 kg 
Date of Birth: December 22, 1960
Club: Vernon Rowing and  
 Paddling Centre
Birth Place: Prince George, BC
Hometown: Enderby, BC
Residence: Enderby, BC
Event: Women’s Single Sculls  
 (ASW1x)
Classification:  AS

@JoanRows2012
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Tony Theriault
The top overall Canadian finisher at the Ironman World Championships 1991, 
Tony Theriault was hit by a car while out on the road training that same year, 
which led to a life-changing spinal cord injury. However, even now in his 
early 50s, Theriault has not slowed down. Heading to his second Paralympics 
in the mixed coxed four event for rowing, Theriault is as determined as ever 
to reach the podium.

With his rowing teammates, Theriault won the world championships in 2010 
and is a 2011 world championship silver medalist. 

Theriault was a recipient of the Harry Jerome Comeback Award from Sport 
BC in 1999.

Outside of rowing, Theriault and his partner live in Nanaimo, B.C., and enjoy 
caring for their two labs, Oakley and Scotia. His hobby is stained glass. He 
holds a BS from the University of Idaho (Recreation & Administration).

Key results:

2012 – 6th, LTA4+, World Cup, Munich, Germany
2011 – 2nd, LTA4+, World Championships, Bled, Slovenia
2010 – 1st, LTA4+, World Championships, Karapiro, NZL
2009 – 4th, LTA4+, World Championships, Poznan, Poland
2008 – 6th LTA4+, Beijing Paralympics Games
2007 – 3rd, LTA4+, World Championships, Munich, Germany 
2007 – 1st in the BC Masters “C” single
2006 – 3rd in the LTA4+, World Championships, Eton, England
2005, 2006, 2007 – 1st in the LTA4+ Royal Canadian Henley

Height/Weight:  173 cm / 75 kg
Date of Birth: October 18, 1960
Club: Nanaimo Rowing Club
Birth Place: Victoria, BC
Hometown: Nanaimo, BC
Residence: Nanaimo, BC
Event: Mixed Coxed Four –  
 LTAMix4+
Classification:  LTAPD

@BowSeatT
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Date of Birth: March 4, 1977
Birth Place: Halifax, NS
Hometown: Hammonds Plain, NS
Residence: Embrun, ON
Occupation:  Lead Coach National  
 Adaptive Program

Jeff Dunbrack 
Jeff Dunbrack holds a degree in Physical Education from Brock University, 
where he was an athlete and coach from 1998 to 2005. In early 2005, he 
became the head coach of the St. Catharines Rowing Club.

From 2006 to 2010, Dunbrack served as the High Performance Coordinator 
with Wheelchair Basketball Canada. He was the Team Leader for the silver 
medal-winning men’s wheelchair basketball team at the Beijing 2008 
Paralympic Games.

Dunbrack’s experience in the Canadian Paralympic community combined 
with his rowing background and coaching skills serve him well in his  current 
position with the adaptive program.

In 2010, Dunbrack oversaw the first-ever World Championship gold for 
 adaptive rowing in the LTA 4+ and he was Rowing Canada’s coach of the 
year. The same crew won a world championship silver in 2011.

HEAD COACH
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Martin George
Assistant Coach 

Vernon, BC

Josh Droppert
Physiotherapist 

St. Catharines, ON 



Weymouth and Portland

SAILING
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In Paralympic sailing, 
athletes compete in 
one of three non-
gender specific events: 
single-person keelboat 
(2.4mR), two-person 
keelboat (SKUD-18), and 
three-person keelboat 
(Sonar).

Races consist of nine 
separate runs. Final 
placings are  determined 
by the accumulation 
of points scored in 

each race. The winning team is the one that scores the lowest total points. In 
Paralympic sailing, sailors race under the fleet racing format, meaning all yachts 
race the course at the same time.

To start the race, all boats pass a virtual starting line made between two 
marks: the upwind mark and the downwind mark. These marks are placed 
 approximately one nautical mile (1852m) apart. Boats first proceed on an 
upwind leg to round the upwind mark. In this leg boats are fighting their way 
into the wind requiring skilled tactics, boat-speed, and boat handling. After 
rounding the upwind mark, boats proceed to the down-wind mark and round 
it as well. All competing boats repeat these runs nine times, which generally 
requires an hour to complete. The finish of the race, like the start, consists of 
passing through a virtual line between two marks.

The equipment used for Paralympic sailing features slight modifications in 
order to suit the athletes’ abilities. Yachts used in Paralympic competition have 
keels which provide greater stability. These keelboats are equipped with open 
cockpits which allow more room for the sailors.
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According to the International Foundation for Disabled Sailing (IFDS), 
a SKUD-18 team must include one female and one person deemed a 
Functional Classification System (FCS) “1,” or severely disabled, such as a 
quadriplegic. Sailors are seated on the centerline for Paralympic events, but 
the boat can be sailed with or without either of the seats and configured to 
suit different sailors’ needs. 

Because of its design and control, the 2.4mR was selected for single-person 
races. The boat’s ease of use allows for a level playing field, making tactical 
knowledge the dominant factor in competition.

The Sonar uses a versatile crew-friendly design that is accommodating to 
athletes with physical disabilities. It is used by sailors of all experience and 
ability levels, from novices to international competitors.

The sport is governed by the International Association for Disabled Sailing 
(IFDS) (www.ifds.org). IFDS closely co-operates with the International Sailing 
Federation (World Governing Body for Sailing). The National Sport Federation 
is the Canadian Yachting Association (www.sailing.ca).
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Logan Campbell 
Logan Campbell is making his first appearance at a Paralympic Games. 
Campbell, an amputee, started sailing at age 13 and competed at numerous 
Canadian Youth Nationals and the 2005 Canada Games.

In 2006 Campbell was involved in a boating accident and took time off to 
focus on his education. In 2011 he earned a bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering from the University of Saskatchewan. 

Campbell won a bronze medal at the London Paralympics test regatta held 
at Weymouth in June 2012.

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 75 kg
Date of Birth: October 12, 1987
Club:  Saskatoon Sailing Club 
 Black Strap Sailing Club
Coach:  Erik Stibbe 
Birth Place: Saskatoon, SK
Hometown:  Saskatoon, SK 
Residence: Saskatoon, SK 
Event:  Three Person Keel Boat –  
 Sonar
Classification:  6
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Stacie Louttit 
Stacie Louttit made history at the 2008 Paralympic Games in Beijing by 
winning a bronze medal, racing the two-person keelboat event with John 
McRoberts. She became the first Canadian woman sailor to win a medal at 
an Olympics or Paralympic Games. 

Louttit learned to sail in 1984 on Lake Superior. A skiing accident in 1994 at 
Whistler, B.C., left her with a broken back and injured spinal cord. Doctors 
said she had a 90 per cent chance of never walking again. Louttit re-learned 
how to walk with a cane and in 1998 began sailing again in Victoria with the 
Disabled Sailing Association of B.C.

Louttit says sports is about setting goals and working toward achieving 
them. One of her best sport’s moments is standing on the podium at the 
2008 Games and joining hands with the medalists from the US and Australia.

One of her favourite places to sail is the Juan de Fuca Strait, being chased 
by orcas. She was named the Canadian Yachting Association’s 2008 
Female Athlete of the Year and received the Gruson/Milam Trophy Sailing 
Performance Award in Recognition of Outstanding Female Sailors.

Louttit qualified for the 2012 Paralympics with crew John McRoberts.  
They won a silver medal at the Paralympic test regatta held at Weymouth  
in June 2012.

Height/Weight: 175 cm / 60 kg
Date of Birth: March 12, 1961
Club:  Royal Vancouver Yacht  
 Club
Coach:  Mike Pinkney 
Birth Place: Great Falls, Montana, USA
Hometown:  Great Falls, Montana, USA 
Residence: Victoria, BC 
Event:  Two Person Mixed Boat –  
 SKUD-18
Classification:  TPB
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Scott Lutes 
Scott Lutes became a wheelchair user after a motor vehicle accident in 
1974. He started competitive sailing in 2007 and in August 2011 tried out 
for a position on the three-person Sonar. He joined the team full-time in 
November 2011. 

Lutes loves sports because of the striving for consistent high performance.  
It also heightens his awareness in day-to-day living and working. Sailing 
gives him an amazing thrill and is something he can do for life. He says while 
sailing, disabilities don’t matter and a person finds ways to adapt and bring 
their abilities into play.

London will be his first Paralympic Games. Lutes won a bronze medal at the 
London Paralympics test regatta held at Weymouth in June 2012.

Height: 170 cm
Date of Birth: September 25, 1962
Club:  AQVA
Coach:  Erik Stibbe 
Birth Place: Moncton, NB
Hometown:  Montreal, QC 
Residence: Montreal, QC 
Event:  Three Person Keel Boat –  
 Sonar
Classification:  3
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John McRoberts 
John McRoberts will be competing in his third Paralympics at London. He 
won a bronze medal in the two-person keelboat event at the 2008 Beijing 
Games, with Stacie Louttit. He also sailed at the 1996 Atlanta Paralympics. 

McRoberts was left a quadriplegic with limited arm movement at age 18 
after diving into shallow water in Lake Erie. He had sailed as a teenager and 
says he felt “like a duck out of water’’ when he moved to Victoria at age 30. 
McRoberts uses special poles to steer the boat.

McRoberts has won medals in the 2.4mR, Sonar and Hobie Trapseat classes. 
He will focus solely on the SKUD-18 for London 2012. He is a professional 
sailing skipper who helps youth-at-risk build their self-esteem.

McRoberts qualified for London with crew Stacie Louttit. They won a silver 
medal at the Paralympic test regatta held at Weymouth in June 2012.

Height/Weight: 185 cm / 90 kg
Date of Birth: August 14, 1962
Club:  Royal Victoria Yacht Club
Coach:  Mike Pinkney 
Birth Place: Scarborough, ON
Hometown:  Victoria, BC 
Residence: Victoria, BC 
Event:  Two Person Mixed Boat –  
 SKUD-18
Classification:  TPA
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Bruce Millar 
Bruce Millar learned to sail growing up on Toronto Island and began racing 
when he was 10 years old. He suffered a crushed spine in the crash of a 
hyperlight plane but in 1999 returned to sailing. This will be Millar’s third 
Paralympic Games after representing Canada in Beijing in 2008 and Athens 
in 2004.

Millar loves the challenge sailing provides. It gives him self-satisfaction and 
friendship while allowing him to see the world.

Millar won a bronze medal at the London Paralympics test regatta held at 
Weymouth in June 2012.

Height/Weight: 177 cm / 74 kg
Date of Birth: May 23, 1961
Club:  Royal Vancouver Yacht  
 Club
Coach:  Erik Stibbe 
Birth Place: Toronto, ON
Hometown:  Victoria, BC 
Residence: Victoria, BC 
Event:  Three Person Keel Boat –  
 Sonar
Classification:  3
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Paul Tingley 
Paul Tingley will be competing in London at his fourth Paralympics, after 
winning a gold medal in the 2.4m event at the 2008 Games in Beijing and 
a bronze in the Sonar class at Sydney in 2000. He was seventh in the Sonar 
Class in the 2004 Athens Paralympics.

Tingley featured in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super Athletes 
campaign and is nicknamed “The Gambler” because he is compelled to take 
risks few sailors dare attempt. He grew up in a sports-obsessed family, started 
sailing at age 10 and racing at 25. In 1994 a skiing accident left him paralyzed 
from the waist down. In 1998, a friend suggested he move to Victoria to sail 
with the disabled team and try out for the Sydney Paralympics.

Tingley returned to Halifax in 2005 and has raced the one-person boat,  
2.4 mR, ever since. Tingley is considered one of the top solo competitors in 
the world, even among able-bodied sailors. He says, “Going into my fourth 
Games, the excitement and challenge does not dissipate at all. The Canadian 
trials were tough, but they set you up to rival against the best in the world 
with the high hopes of winning gold again!”

Height/Weight: 196 cm / 87 kg
Date of Birth: June 1, 1970
Club:  Royal Nova Scotia Yacht  
 Squadron
Coach:  Stellan Berlin 
Birth Place: Halifax, NS
Hometown:  Halifax, NS 
Residence: Halifax, NS 
Event:  One Person Keel Boat –  
 2.4mR
Classification:  MD

@paultingley
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Brian Todd 
Brian Todd has been coaching with the Canadian Yachting Association  
for 12 years and led the Canadian sailing team to gold and bronze medals  
at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games. London will be his second  
Paralympic Games.

He also has coached windsurfing and skiing and has coached at one 
Olympic Games, five Canada Games and one Pan Am Games. Todd’s athletes 
have won medals at all the sailing Games he has coached at except the  
1984 Olympics.

When there is no wind for sailing, Todd loves cycling. As an athlete, Todd 
sailed in the Finn class and was a national team member from 1973-76.

Date of Birth: June 7, 1946 
Club:  Royal Nova Scotia Yacht  
 Squadron
Birth Place: Moncton, NB
Hometown:  Halifax, NS
Residence: Glen Haven, NS 
Occupation:  Coach

HEAD COACH
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Alicia Crelinsten
Physiotherapist  

Toronto, ON

Stellan Berlin
Assistant Coach 
Djursholm, NS

Mike Pinckney
Assistant Coach 

Costa Mesa, California

Erik Stibbe
Assistant Coach 
Vancouver, BC
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Shooting is a test of accuracy 
and control, in which competi-
tors use rifles and pistols to fire 
a series of shots at a station-
ary target. It has been part of 
the Paralympic Games since 
Toronto in 1976. Disabled ath-
letes practice shooting in more 
than 50 countries today.

The objective is to place a series 
of shots inside the centre ring of 
the bulls-eye of the target. The 

target is comprised of 10 concentric scoring rings with a score grade from one 
to 10 from the outside ring in; the centre ring earns 10 points. In the final round, 
the rings are subdivided into more scoring zones with 10.9 being the highest 
possible score.

Events are divided into rifle and pistol divisions, with each division featuring 
both air gun and 22-calibre events. Competitors compete from a standing posi-
tion or wheelchair at three different distances: 10, 25 and 50 metres. Competitors 
accumulate points based on the value of each shot. Each competition consists 
of a qualification and a final round. The score in the final round is added to the 
athlete’s score in the qualification round. The winner is the competitor who gath-
ers the most points by the end of the competition.

Shooters compete in all male, all female, or mixed-gender competitions. The 
rules of each event are dependent on the gun, distance, target, shooting 
position, number of shots and the time limit used. They take into account the 
differences that exist between shooting for the able-bodied and shooting for 
persons with a disability.

Shooting is governed by the IPC through the International Paralympic Shooting 
Committee following the modified rules of the International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) (www.issf-sports.org). The Shooting Federation of Canada is 
the National Sport Organziation. (www.sfc-ftc.ca)
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Doug Blessin 
Doug Blessin is an advertising production manager who started his 
 parasport career in wheelchair rugby after he was injured in a car accident in 
December 1995. With the birth of his kids, life got busy, and Blessin gave up 
the sport of wheelchair rugby. When time permitted a return to competitive 
sports, he tried shooting.

Blessin is inspired by his teammate Chris Trifonidis, a six-time Paralympian 
who has unselfishly shared his wealth of shooting knowledge with him. 
Blessin is a family man who helps coach his twin sons’ lacrosse team.

Blessin placed first in the 2010 Canadian Air Gun Grand Prix; first in the 2011 
Richmond Hibernation Match and first in the 2011 Canadian Nationals in the 
R4 SH2 division.

London will be Blessin’s first Paralympic Games. His motto is: “Never worry 
about the things you have no control over, and always take extra care over 
the things you do.”

Height/Weight: 182 cm / 83 kg 
Date of Birth: June 26, 1973
Club: Sapperton Fish and Game  
 Club
Coach: Rick Ward
Birth Place:  New Westminster, BC
Hometown:  Tri-City Area, BC
Residence: Port Coquitlam, BC
Classification: SH2
Event(s):  R4 (10m Air Rifle  
 Standing), R5 (10m Air  
 Rifle Prone)

@DougBlessin
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Christos Trifonidis 
Christos Trifonidis will compete in London in his sixth Paralympic Games. 
He had fourth-place finishes at both Beijing in 2008 and Barcelona in 1992. 
In Beijing, Trifonidis placed fourth in the ten-meter air rifle event after a three-
way sudden death shoot off for the bronze medal. Trifonidis shot a 10.6 and a 
perfect score is 10.9. The bronze medalist shot a 10.7.

Trifonidis, whose disability is quadriplegia, first started shooting in 1987 
when he and a friend from rehabilitation decided to give it a try. He says the 
great thing about shooting is that it doesn’t matter how old you are as long 
as your eyes are good and your nerves are steady.

He first represented Canada at the 1991 World Championships in London. 
His most memorable competition was in 2001 in Denmark where he 
became the World Champion in 22 Prone, outdoor range.

Trifonidis competes for the Sapperton Fish and Gun Club and has 
won numerous medals at high-level competitions including the Can 
American Championships, North American Invitational, Crossman Airgun 
Championships and National Championships. His competitive career has 
taken him all over the world including Great Britain, Germany, Denmark, 
Spain and the U.S.

In 1999 Trifonidis shot a perfect 600 in Richmond, BC. He believes in shooting 
for excellence in life as well as in sport.

Height/Weight: 177 cm / 95 kg
Date of Birth: March 25, 1946
Club: Sapperton Fish and Game  
 Club
Coach: Rick Ward
Birth Place:  Greece
Hometown:  Vancouver, BC
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Classification: SH1
Event(s):  R3 (10m Air Rifle Prone)  
 AND R6 (50m Air Rifle  
 Prone)
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Rick Ward 
Rick Ward started working with the national team in 2004 as assistant coach 
for the pistol team and was inducted into the Canadian Forces Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2011. Ward took his first NCCP course in 1988 and has continued his 
coach education ever since.

Ward is a Level 4 Pistol Coach, has his International Shooting Sports 
Federation (ISSF) B License and a NCI Diploma. He has coached at Canada 
Games, World Cups, World Championships, the 2006 Commonwealth 
Games, and the Beijing 2008 Paralympics, where he coached Chris Trifonidis 
to a fourth-place finish.

Along with a Diploma in High Performance Coaching from the National 
Coaching Institute (Toronto), Ward holds a Diploma in Communications 
Technology from Ahuntsic College and a Certificate in Supervisory Studies 
from Loyalist College. His interests include shooting, coaching and reading 
military history.

A member of the Canadian Forces, Master Warrant Officer Ward is the 
Support Squadron Sergeant Major of Canadian Forces Station Leitrim 
(Ottawa), responsible for leadership education and squadron manning, 
 military dress/deportment, and discipline for over 90 technical staff in 
multiple locations across Canada.

Date of Birth: June 10, 1959 
Club:  RA Center Gun Club  
 Ottawa
Birth Place: Middleton, NS
Residence: Kanata, ON 

HEAD COACH
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Swimming is one of the oldest sports 
for athletes with a disability. World 
records of swimmers with a visual 
impairment closely match those of 
their able-bodied peers. 

Competitors measure their skills 
in freestyle, backstroke, butterfly, 
breaststroke, and medley events. A 
FINA standard eight-lane 50-metre 
pool is required for competition at the 
Paralympic Games. Events are con-
ducted in heats of eight competitors 
per class. The fastest eight swimmers 
per class compete in the finals. 

Swimming is governed by the 
IPC and co-ordinated by the IPC 
Swimming Technical Committee, 
which  incorporates the rules of the 
International Swimming Federation 
(FINA). The FINA rules are followed 

with a few modifications, such as race start changes and assistants for athletes 
with a visual impairment.

Depending on their disability, swimmers can start in the water, from a dive start 
sitting on the starting platform, or from the typical standing start. Blind and 
visually impaired swimmers are required to wear blackened goggles and have 
an assistant (called a “tapper”) to help (tap) them as they approach the pool end 
wall to make turns or finish the race. 

The governing body is the IPC (www.ipc-swimming.org), and the sport is also 
 co-ordinated by the IPC Swimming Technical Committee, which uses the rules 
of the International Swimming Federation (FINA). The FINA rules are followed 
with a few modifications including race starts and the use of signals or tappers 
for swimmers with blindness/visual impairment. Swimming Canada Natation is 
the National Sport Federation (www.swimming.ca). 
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Camille Bérubé 
Camille Bérubé is one of Canada’s fastest rising stars in international Para 
swimming. She showed she is a strong contender for the 2012 Paralympic 
team last season, reaching three finals and winning a silver medal in the 100 
backstroke at the Para Pan Pacific swimming championships. She re-enforced 
those performances this spring at the Paralympic trials.

Bérubé competes in the S8 category. She has a disability in both legs after 
she was diagnosed with cancer when she was born. She started swimming 
at age eight because she wanted to be involved in a sport. Bérubé said 
she never expected to reach national team status so quickly. The sport of 
swimming has given her plenty of self-confidence. She feels her disability 
disappears when she is in the water.

A national team regular since 2009, Bérubé is in her final year with the sports 
studies program at École Secondaire de L’Ile in Gatineau, Que., where she 
studies and trains under the guidance of her coach Michel Bérubé.

In the sports studies program, Bérubé can merge her training and studies 
during the day. While she enjoyed her previous school, it wasn’t unusual for 
her to be doing her homework late at night after school all day, then training 
in the evening.

Date of Birth: May 21, 1995
Club: Club de natation de  
 Gatineau
Coach: Michel Bérubé
Hometown:  Gatineau, QC
Residence: Gatineau, QC
Classification: S8
Event(s):  100 fly, 400 free, 100 Back,  
 200 IM, 100 free

@CamBrub
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Morgan Bird 
Morgan Bird heads to the Paralympic Games on fire after record-breaking 
performances earlier this year at the Games trials and at the Alberta 
Provincial short course championships. In Montreal, this past spring she 
assured her spot on the team with several strong performances including 
a national mark in the 400 freestyle. At the short course provincials, the S8 
category swimmer lowered national short course marks in the 50 and 100 
freestyles, the 50 and 100 butterfly and the 200 freestyle.

Over the last couple of seasons, Bird has garnered plenty of international 
experience racing at the world championships in 2009 and 2010 and the 
Para Pan Pacific Championships last year in Edmonton. At the Para Pan Pacs 
she collected two silver and three bronze medals.

Bird trains at the Cascade Swim Club where she is coached by Wendy 
Johnson. She currently attends Mount Royal College where she is in first 
year in children studies. She hopes to work at the Alberta Children’s Hospital 
where she is already volunteering. Bird was born with cerebral palsy which 
affects the left side of her body. She started swimming at six months old and 
did many years of Red Cross programs.

Date of Birth: September 6, 1993
Club: Cascade Swim Club
Coach: Kristina Crook
Hometown:  Calgary, AB
Residence: Calgary, AB
Classification: S8
Event(s):  100 fly, 400 free, 50 free,  
 100 free



187

SW
IM

M
IN

G

London 2012 Paralympic Summer Games

Isaac Bouckley 
Isaac Bouckley, a 16-year-old swimmer with a club right foot, was named 
male Para swimmer of the year by Swim Ontario last year. His coach, Eric 
Kramer, was named male Para coach of the year by Swim Ontario.

At the Paralympic trials in Montreal this past spring, Bouckley’s highlights 
included second in the 200 individual medley behind Benoit Huot, who won 
it in a world record time, and bronze medals in the 100 breaststroke and  
100 freestyle.

Bouckley, a member of the Northumberland Aquatic Club, swims at the Jack 
Burger Sports Complex in Port Hope. 

The year 2011 was a great year for Bouckley. In February, he won three 
individual gold medals at the Central Ontario Secondary School Athletics 
championships, representing Port Hope High School. In April, at the CAN-AM 
international Para swim meet at the University of Minnesota, Bouckley 
placed third in the 50 metre freestyle, third in the 100m freestyle and placed 
fourth in the 400m freestyle. And finally in August, he represented Canada 
at the Pan Pacific Para swimming championships in Edmonton. Bouckley 
placed fourth in the 400m freestyle, achieving the time standard for the 
London 2012 Paralympics.

Bouckley credits his success to those who surround him including his 
Para coaches, the Para national team, as well as his own vision, focus, 
 stubbornness and his will to constantly change.

Date of Birth: April 18, 1993
Club: Northumberland Aquatic  
 Club
Coach: Eric Kramer
Hometown:  Port Hope, ON
Residence: Port Hope, ON
Classification: S10
Event(s):  200 IM, 50 free, 100 fly,  
 100 Back, 400 free,  
 100 Free, 100 Breast
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Valérie Drapeau 
Valérie Drapeau qualified for her first Paralympic Games at the national team 
trials this past spring. The nomination made those long hours of training well 
worth it for the 26-year-old. Her disability is ataxia, a neurological disease 
which affects the nervous system and causes difficulties in the coordination 
of voluntary movements.

Drapeau started swimming at a very young age but only started to seriously 
pursue a career in the sport about eight years ago. She can recall when 
she struggled to swim a pool length but she progressively learned how to 
compete and race.

A member of the 2011 Para Pan Pacific team, her goal at the Paralympic 
Games is to post personal best times.

Date of Birth: September 1, 1985
Club: Viomax
Coach: Claude Picard
Hometown:  Longueuil, QC
Residence: Longueuil, QC
Classification: S5
Event(s):  200 Free, 100 Breast
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Devin Gotell 
Devin Gotell quickly followed in the footsteps of his older sister Chelsey who 
retired in 2010 after a brilliant career which featured numerous Paralympic 
and world championship medals and world records. Gotell gained valuable 
experience traveling the world with his sister at big international meets, 
but he hopes to grab the spotlight himself starting with these upcoming 
Paralympics.

As a member of the 2008 Paralympic Games team in Beijing, Gotell finished 
seventh in the 400m freestyle and eighth in the 100m backstroke. He is 
 currently studying journalism at Carleton University and trains across the 
Ottawa river at the Club Phénix in Gatineau under coach Michel Bérubé.

Gotell joined the Antigonish Aquanauts at age 13 and quickly made an 
impact, winning gold in the 100m IM at the 2005 Canada Summer Games 
in Regina, SK. He has since competed at the 2006 IPC Swimming World 
Championships and brought home three silver medals and three bronze 
from the 2007 Parapan American Games. Last year he earned a silver at the 
Para Pan Pacific Championships.

Date of Birth: August 19, 1990
Club: Club Phénix de Gatineau
Coach: Michel Bérubé
Hometown:  Antigonish, NS
Residence: Montreal, QC
Classification: S13
Event(s):  100 free, 100 Back,  
 400 Free, 200 IM
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Valérie Grand’Maison 
When the Paralympic Games get underway in London, Valérie Grand’Maison 
expects to be fully recovered from a shoulder injury which hampered her 
2011 season. She showed she is on track for a top performance at the Games 
with victories in the 200 IM, 100 freestyle, 100 breaststroke and 50 freestyle at 
the Canadian Paralympic swimming trials in 2012.

Despite the injury, Grand’Maison still enjoyed a solid 2011 season high-
lighted by a five-medal performance at the Para Pan Pacific Championships 
in Montreal.

Her career highlight was at the 2008 Paralympic Games, where she broke 
world records in the 100 and 400m freestyle events and also claimed gold in 
the 100m butterfly. Grand’Maison was the bronze medalist in an all-Canadian 
podium finish in the 200m IM.

Grand’Maison’s parents, François and Lucie, introduced her and older 
brother Philipe to swimming when she was seven. Her father, Dr. Francois 
Grand’Maison, is a neurologist and director of the Clinique de SP (MS) Neuro 
Rive-Sud.

She started to progressively lose her eyesight at age 15. However she 
persevered through swimming and through school and completed a double 
major in psychology and history at McGill University this past December.

She currently holds five world records: the 100, 200, 400 and 800 freestyles 
and the 400 IM.

Date of Birth: October 12, 1988
Club: Club CAMO
Coach: Peter Carpenter
Hometown:  Fleurimont, QC
Residence: Montreal, QC
Classification: S13
Event(s):  50 free, 100 free, 200IM,  
 100 Breast

@valgrandmaison
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Michael Heath 
Michael Heath added the title Paralympian next to his name in 2012 with 
solid performances at the Games trials this past spring including gold in the 
100 breaststroke. The 2010 world championship team member continued 
to improve last year. At the Special Olympics in 2011, Heath earned two gold 
medals for Canada with victories in the 50 metre butterfly and 50 metre 
freestyle. The event attracted 7,500 athletes from 185 nations.

He also raced at the Pan Pacific Para-swimming Championships in Edmonton 
in August where he reached several finals and raced for Canada in the relays. 
His travels continued in September this time to Loano, Italy for the Global 
Games. There he helped Canada to silver in the 4X100 medley relay and 
4X200 freestyle relay and added an individual bronze in the 200 IM.

Heath, who has an intellectual disability, stays near the water when he is out 
of the pool. One of his favourite activities is fishing. He is also interested in 
video games and the NASCAR circuit. His sister Brooke, one of his biggest 
influences, is an able-bodied competitive swimmer and has raced at two 
Olympic trials.

Date of Birth: January 10, 1989
Club: Wilmot Aquatic Aces
Coach: Joni Marten-Sanders
Hometown:  Woodstock, ON
Residence: Woodstock, ON
Classification: S14
Event(s):  100 Back, 200 free,  
 100 Breast
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Brian Hill 
Born with a genetic retinal disorder that results in only 10 per cent vision, 
Brian Hill is one of Canada’s finest Para swimmers and this year gained a 
spot on his fourth Paralympic Games team. He enjoyed a solid 2011 season, 
highlighted by strong performances at the Para Pan Pacific Championships 
and Can Am Championships.

This past spring at the Paralympic trials his highlights included second spot 
in the 100 backstroke (all classifications combined), and third in the 100 
 butterfly and 50 freestyle.

Hill is a three-time Paralympic Games medallist, having won silver in Sydney 
2000 in the 100m butterfly and two bronze in Athens in 2004, in the 100m 
backstroke and 400m freestyle.

He also won two silver and three gold medals at the 2007 Parapan American 
Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Hill credits his love of training and competing for remaining involved in  
the sport.

Hill’s girlfriend is Karine Thomas, a member of Canada’s Olympic synchro-
nized swimming team. Originally from Duncan, B.C., Hill moved to Montreal 
after the 2004 Paralympics.

Date of Birth: December 29, 1982
Club: CNPPO
Coach: Sébastien Messier
Hometown:  Duncan, BC
Residence: Montreal, QC
Classification: S13
Event(s):  100 Fly, 100 Back
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Benoît Huot 
Benoît Huot is one of Quebec’s highest profile amateur athletes. That’s not 
surprising with all the success in his career. Huot is headed to his fourth 
Paralympic Games and has competed at several world championships. His 
two last seasons have been among his strongest and he is vying for the top 
of the podium in London.

At the Paralympic trials this past spring, Huot showed he is in top form, 
breaking his world record in the 200 individual medley for the first time since 
2010. Other highlights at the trials included victories in the 100 backstroke, 
100 freestyle and 100 butterfly.

Huot’s best Paralympics were in 2004 with five gold medals. Four years earlier 
he collected three gold medals and 3 silver medals in Sydney. In 2008 at the 
Paralympic Games in Beijing, Huot won four bronze medals.

Huot, whose disability is a club foot, started swimming competitively at age 
10. In the beginning he competed alongside able-bodied swimmers and 
competed at two Quebec Games earning silver in 1997. 

He is currently completing his studies in communications at the 
Université du Québec à Montreal. He also serves on the athletes coun-
cils with Swimming Canada, the Canadian Paralympic Committee and 
Commonwealth Games Canada.

Huot is a featured athlete in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super 
Athletes marketing campaign and has been nicknamed “The Shark.”

Date of Birth: January 24, 1984
Club: CNPPO
Coach: Benoit Lebrun and  
 Pierre Lamy
Hometown:  Longueuil, QC
Residence: Montreal, QC
Classification: S10
Event(s):  200 IM, 100 Back, 400 free,  
 100 Free

@benhuot
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Brianna Jennett-McNeill 
Brianna Jennett-McNeill started swimming at age seven at the  
Russell Barracuda Club and in her first year was named the club’s most 
improved swimmer.

She says she is very motivated by her sport and the pursuit to be her best. 
Swimming also helps her maintain a healthy lifestyle. She has also worked as 
a lifeguard at the local community pool in Russell the past two summers.  
She says it has helped her with her social skills and leadership abilities.

Jennett-McNeill graduated from Russell High School in 2010. She plans to go 
to university and eventually become a personal trainer and physical educa-
tion teacher. Her 15-year-old brother, Drew, is also active in sports, playing 
hockey and racing the 100-metre and 300-metre hurdles in track and field. 

Date of Birth: May 26, 1992
Club: Club de natation Phénix
Coach: Michel Bérubé
Hometown:  Russell, ON
Residence: Russell, ON
Classification: S10
Event(s):  50 free, 100 fly, 400 free,  
 100 Free
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Kirstie Kasko 
The 2011 Parapan Am Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, capped a busy and 
 successful 2011 season for Kirstie Kasko. In Guadalajara, Kasko emerged a 
new star on the Canadian team, earning gold medals in the 200 freestyle and 
100 backstroke in the S14 category for athletes with an intellectual disability. 

She got a taste of a Games atmosphere in early October 2011 at the Global 
Games in Italy where she set several personal bests and won a bronze medal 
in the 200 backstroke. She credits her coach Todd Milton with her improve-
ments this year thanks to more emphasis on technical and strength training. 
In addition, Kasko is taking yoga lessons to help her gain even more strength.

Her strong performances at the Paralympic trials this past spring qualified 
her to swim in the 100 backstroke, 200 freestyle and 100 breaststroke at  
the Games.

Kasko, a former underwater hockey player, started swimming at age six and 
also dabbled in gymnastics and skating. She completed her final year of high 
school and combined her studies with her eight-time a week swimming 
training schedule. Her sister Randa is also a nationally ranked swimmer. 

Date of Birth: October 13, 1991
Club: Foothills Stingrays Club
Coach: Todd Melton
Hometown:  High River, AB
Residence: Okotoks, AB
Classification: S14
Event(s):  100 Back, 200 free,  
 100 Breast
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Sarah Mailhot 
Sarah Mailhot is focusing her energy this year on the 400 freestyle at the 
Paralympics as the longer distances are her forte. She’s been pleased with her 
training this winter, particularly that her split times are improving.

For the past three seasons, Mailhot has competed at the major international 
events in the sport: In 2009, the world short course championships, in 2010 
the world championships and last season she raced at the Para Pan Pacific 
Championships. 

Mailhot started swimming at age 12 and although it wasn’t easy early on, 
she says the key to her success was always persevering and staying confi-
dent. She points out that anytime her coach asks her do something it must 
because he thinks she can do it. Mailhot says being involved in swimming 
has given her a passion to always surpass herself.

She swims in the S8 disability category and has spina bifida. Her home club 
is the Club CSQ in Quebec City and her coach is Marc-André Pelletier. She is a 
third-year translation student at Université Laval. She also gives presentations 
at elementary and high schools as part of the Team Quebec program.

Date of Birth: November 8, 1989
Club: Club de natation CSQ
Coach: Marc-André Pelletier
Hometown:  Quebec, QC
Residence: Quebec, QC
Classification: S8
Event(s):  400 free, 100 Back,  
 100 Free
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Zack McAllister 
The last two seasons have been memorable for Zack McAllister. This past 
spring he was nominated to the Canadian team for the London 2012 
Paralympics after a strong performance at the national team trials.

In 2011, he won four individual medals at the Canadian Western Summer 
Games, earning three silver medals and a bronze. He swam a perfect meet 
with 12 personal best times in 12 swims. Just a few weeks earlier, he was 
golden in the 400m freestyle at the Can Am Championships, the qualifying 
event for the Parapan American Games. He added fourth place finishes in 
both the 100m butterfly and 100m freestyle. 

McAllister was also among the first class of athletes for the Athlete 
Enhancement Program developed by the Alberta Sport Development Centre 
Southwest. The ASDC is a provincially-funded network of Centres whose 
purpose is to coordinate and enhance the services and resources available 
to Alberta’s emerging athletes and coaches. He was named Alberta’s male 
Para-swimmer of the year in 2009.

Date of Birth: November 4, 1993
Club: Lethbridge Aquatic Swim  
 Club
Coach: Mike Pinder
Hometown:  Lethbridge, AB
Residence: Lethbridge, AB
Classification: S8
Event(s):  400 free, 50 free, 200 IM,  
 100 Free
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Sarah Mehain 
A first-time Paralympian in London, Sarah Mehain competed at the Canada 
Summer Games in Charlottetown in 2009, the IPC short course swimming 
world championships in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2009 (winning a silver medal 
in the 100m IM) and the Eindhoven World Cup in the Netherlands in 2010 
(placing fourth in the 200m IM).

Mehain attends Seaton Secondary, is in the French immersion program and 
has completed Grade 10. She is also part of the Seaton Rotary where they 
fundraise to help organizations such as War Child Canada and also assist with 
environmental work around the community. She plays the violin and owns 
two horses.

Her older sister, Heather Mehain, competes in cross country skiing and raced 
at world junior trials last season. Her mother, Mae Hooper, competes in cross 
country skiing as well. Last year she won a silver medal at the Masters World 
Cup. Her younger sister, Hannah Mehain, skis and swims. Earlier this year she 
competed at the B.C. Winter Games.

Mehain has a congenital condition called hemiplegia. It has left one side of 
her body weaker than the other, and not as coordinated.

Date of Birth: January 12, 1995
Club: Vernon Kokanee Swim  
 Club
Coach: Bruce Melton and  
 Renate Terpsma
Hometown:  Vernon, BC
Residence: Vernon, BC
Classification: S7
Event(s):  100 Back, 50 fly,  
 100 Breast, 200 IM,  
 100 free, 50 free
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Summer Mortimer 
Summer Mortimer heads to the London 2012 Paralympic Games with plenty 
of confidence. She is the world record holder in the 50m freestyle, 100m free-
style, 50m backstroke, 100m backstroke and 200m backstroke. Four of those 
records were established in a brilliant 2010 season which included four gold 
medals at the IPC World Championships.

In addition, at the Paralympic swim trials this past spring, Mortimer beat her 
world mark in the 50 freestyle and neared her standard in the 100 freestyle 
as well.

Mortimer’s athletic skills were clearly evident when she pursued a career 
in para-swimming after a trampoline accident three years ago left her with 
limited range of motion in her feet. Mortimer was a competitive trampoline 
jumper and was pursuing a goal to compete at the national championships 
when the mishap occurred.

Mortimer was also a competitive swimmer before her accident and the 
transition to para-swimming certainly helped Mortimer deal with a difficult 
phase in her life. After a rehabilitation period, she established herself among 
the top para-swimmers on the planet.

Mortimer is now coached by Reg Chappell at Duck Swimming in Aurora, 
Ont., after being guided by her father, Craig Mortimer, at the same club.

Mortimer is featured in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super Athletes 
marketing campaign and has been nicknamed “The Storm.”

Date of Birth: April 22, 1993
Club: Ducks Swimming
Coach: Reg Chappell
Hometown:  Ancaster, ON
Residence: Ancaster, ON
Classification: S10
Event(s):  200 IM, 50 free,  
 100 Back,100 Free

@summermortimer



200

SW
IM

M
IN

G

Canadian Paralympic Team - Media Guide

Jana Murphy 
After taking a year off swimming in order to heal a shoulder injury, Jana 
Murphy returned with a vengeance in 2011 to land a spot on the Canadian 
team for the 2011 Parapan American Games and a year later for the 2012 
Paralympic Games. 

At the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico – her first 
major international event – Murphy medalled in all three of her events, 
winning silver medals in the 100m backstroke and 100m breaststroke and 
bronze in the 200m freestyle.

She is currently coached by Gord Veldman and Rick Say.

Murphy started swimming at age six and she was immersed in several sports 
as a youngster before focusing primarily on a swimming career. She swims in 
the S14 category for athletes with an intellectual disability.

Date of Birth: January 24, 1992
Club: Island Swimming
Coach: Gord Veldman and  
 Rick Say
Hometown:  Victoria, BC
Residence: Victoria, BC
Classification: S14
Event(s):  100 Back; 200 free;  
 100 Breast
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Brianna Nelson 
Brianna Nelson was among of group of teenage sensations on the Canadian 
2008 Paralympic Games team in Beijing. In Beijing, she raced six events and 
her top finish was seventh place in the 50m and 100m freestyle and 100m 
breaststroke.

Nelson has continued to progress since then and she is now a young veteran 
on the 2012 Games squad. At the Canadian 2012 Paralympic swim trials, she 
assured her spot on the team with strong performances including gold in 
the 50m butterfly.

Since September, Nelson has been training at Saanich Commonwealth Place 
where she says her career has been revitalized because she is at a major facil-
ity. In fact, her time in the 50m freestyle alone has improved by a full second. 

Nelson, born with cerebral palsy which affects her right side, currently 
attends the University of Victoria where she studies history and psychology.

Nelson started swimming when Stephen Burke, her cycling coach, recom-
mended swimming as an activity to improve core strength and balance 
for cycling. She joined the Cochrane Pirhanas, a summer club, and gave up 
cycling that year to pursue her career in swimming.

Date of Birth: May 9, 1992
Club: Island Swimming
Coach: Martin Gurrin
Hometown:  Calgary, AB
Residence: Victoria, BC
Classification: S7
Event(s):  100 Back, 50 fly,  
 100 Breast, 200 IM,  
 100 free, 50 free, 400 Free
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Scott Patterson 
London will be Scott Patterson’s fourth appearance at a Paralympic Games 
but his first as a swimmer. Patterson has competed at one summer and two 
winter Paralympic Games in an impressive international sporting career.

In 1988, he competed in track and field at the 1988 Games in Seoul. In 2002, 
he won a bronze medal in the giant slalom in alpine skiing at the Salt Lake 
City Paralympic Games and in Torino, Italy four years later he was once again 
on the alpine ski team.

Also a triathlete, the 50-year-old decided to pursue a spot on the 2012 
Paralympic team last year and delivered sparkling times and results including 
two bronze at the Para Pan Pacific Championships. 

Patterson is a double leg amputee injured in a work accident in 1982.

Date of Birth: December 23, 1961
Club: Dynamo-Honu Swim Club
Coach: Marianne Wieland de  
 Alvarez
Hometown:  Vancouver, BC
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Classification: SB5
Event(s):  100 Breast
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Aurélie Rivard 
Aurélie Rivard solidified her spot on the Paralympic Games team with big 
performances in the 100 breaststroke, 200m IM and 50m and 100m free-
styles at the Paralympic Swim Trials in 2012.

She savoured her first international success last year at the Para Pan Pacific 
Championships in Edmonton where she earned bronze medals in the 400m 
freestyle and 100m breaststroke. She says those results gave her a lot of 
confidence for the Paralympic Trials.

While she has only been swimming competitively for four years, Rivard feels 
her quick success is because she has been a pool regular since she was an 
infant. She was discovered by her coach France Latendresse at the Club 
de natation Haut-Richelieu situated in Rivard’s hometown of St-Jean-sur 
Richelieu, Que.

Rivard says competitive swimming has allowed her to persevere and 
work hard to achieve all of her goals, which have generated a lot of self 
 confidence. She attends École secondaire Bouthilier in secondary four. 

She races in the S10 category and has a disability in her left hand.

Date of Birth: May 14, 1996
Club: Club de natation du  
 Haut-Richelieu
Coach: France Latendresse
Hometown:  Montreal, QC
Residence: St-Jean-sur-Richelieu, QC
Classification: S10
Event(s):  200 IM, 50 free, 100 Back,  
 400 free, 100 Free,  
 100 Breast
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Katarina Roxon 
A multiple Newfoundland junior athlete of the year, Katarina Roxon earned 
a berth on her second Paralympic Games team following a strong perfor-
mance at the trials. A highlight was a victory in the 100m butterfly final, all 
classifications combined, as well as third overall in the 100 breaststroke.

In 2008, Roxon was among a core of young stars on the Canadian Paralympic 
swimming team. She says the experience in Beijing, where she raced four 
events with a top finish of 12th in the 100m breaststroke, taught her to bet-
ter understand and manage her preparations for major events.

Born with her left arm missing below her elbow, she got involved in 
swimming at age five. She has competed in two world championships, 
the 2007 Parapan American Games (where she won four medals), 2010 
Commonwealth Games and 2011 Para Pan Pacs.

At last year’s Pan Pacs, Roxon won gold in the 100m breaststroke and added 
a relay bronze despite battling back pains which she says have now healed.

Roxon was born in Canada but her mother Lisa and father Leonard both 
originate from India. They travelled to Canada in 1990 for a one-year contract 
and loved their surroundings so much that they decided to make it home for 
their two daughters Katarina and Miranda.

Date of Birth: April 5, 1993
Club: Island Wahoos Swim Club
Coach: Leonard Roxon
Hometown:  Corner Brook, NL
Residence: Stephenville, NL
Classification: S9
Event(s):  100 fly, 100 Breast,  
 400 Free, 50 free, 200 IM,  
 100 free
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Rhea Schmidt 
Rhea Schmidt returned from a four-year retirement last season to qualify for 
the Canadian team at the Para Pan Pacific Championships in Edmonton and 
establish herself as a contender in the S13 category at the Paralympic Games.

Schmidt stopped swimming in 2007 after ankle injury slowed her progres-
sion and she began to lose confidence. However she couldn’t douse her 
competitive fire and in January 2011 she decided to pursue a spot on the 
London 2012 Paralympic team.

Her most memorable swimming accomplishment to date was competing 
at the 2004 Paralympic Games in Athens. Schmidt produced four top-eight 
performances at those Games. At 18, she was the youngest member of that 
entire Canadian Paralympic team, all sports combined.

Schmidt, who has a genetic congenital eye disorder called Achromatopsia, 
started swimming in Red Cross lessons and then in the Manitoba Blind 
Sports swim program. Her first major swim meet was the 1997 Canada 
Summer Games in Brandon, Man.

She currently trains at the University of Manitoba Swim Club under coach 
Vlastimil Cerny. She studies psychology and kinesiology at the University  
of Winnipeg.

Date of Birth: June 26, 1986
Club: University of Manitoba  
 Bisons
Coach: Vlastimil Cerny
Hometown:  Winnipeg, MB
Residence: Winnipeg, MB
Classification: S13
Event(s):  50 free, 100 free, 200 IM,  
 100 Breast
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Nathan Stein 
Nathan Stein was a revelation this past spring at the Paralympic trials. He 
challenged Canadian star Benoit Huot in several events and took the gold in 
Canadian record time in the 50m freestyle. Stein started swimming less than 
three years ago and quickly showed he was on a path that would lead him 
to the Paralympic Games.

While he struggled at times last season, Stein put a solid cap on 2011 with a 
bronze medal performance in the 100m breaststroke at the Para Pan Pacific 
Championships.

He started swimming lessons at age nine because it was the only way he 
could get his parents to buy him goggles. He immediately enjoyed seeing 
his swimming abilities improve then was really hooked on the racing aspect 
because of his competitive nature.

At age 12 he was diagnosed with Osteochondritis Dissecans (OCD), a condi-
tion that has required 11 surgeries on his leg. He says he is always thinking 
about his swimming, even out of the pool, whether it is weight training or 
watching classic swim races on YouTube.

Date of Birth: March 28, 1992
Club: Surrey Knights Swim Club
Coach: Reg Shaw
Hometown:  Maple Ridge, BC
Residence: Maple Ridge, BC
Classification: S10
Event(s):  50 free, 100 fly, 100 Free,  
 100 Breast

@natestein
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Amber Thomas 
Amber Thomas broke the Canadian record in the 400m freestyle at the 
2012 Paralympic Swim Trials and neared the 28-year-old mark in the 100m 
freestyle, as well showing she is primed for a big performance at the  
London Games.

She battled back from a lung infection last year to qualify for the Para Pan 
Pacific championships in Edmonton. There, she was one of Canada’s most 
successful swimmers, winning five gold medals and two silver. At age 15 
Thomas competed at her first Paralympics, in Beijing in 2008, and took 
seventh spot in the 100m freestyle and 12th in the 50m freestyle.

When Thomas was almost 10 years old, she lost her sight due to a  
brain tumor.

Thomas would like to one day open a therapeutic riding centre for  
disabled children and for troubled kids. She plans on getting her equine  
and canine massage therapy certification as well as enter business studies 
after the Games.

She was discovered by Canadian national team coach Craig McCord when 
she was in summer swimming as a youngster.

Date of Birth: November 17, 1993
Club: Silver Tide Swim Club
Coach: Chris Nelson
Hometown:  Drayton Valley, AB
Residence: Drayton Valley, AB
Classification: S11
Event(s): 100 free, 50 free,  
 100 Back, 100 Breast,  
 400 Free, 200IM
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Donovan Tildesley 
Donovan Tildesley qualified for his fourth Paralympic Games this past spring 
and is one of Canada’s most successful para-swimmers of all time. Tildesley 
holds the world record in the men’s 800m freestyle and 1500m freestyle in 
the S11 disability category for swimmers with a visual impairment.

Tildesley’s career highlights include five gold and one silver medal at the 
2002 IPC World Championships, five gold medals at the 2007 Parapan 
American Games, one bronze medal at the 2000 Sydney Paralympics, two 
silvers and one bronze medal at the 2004 Athens Paralympics, and a bronze 
medal at the 2008 Beijing Paralympics.

He was also Canada’s flag bearer at the opening ceremony in Beijing.

Tildesley graduated in English literature from the University of British 
Columbia in 1988 and now works as an insurance broker for Buntain 
Insurance Agencies in Vancouver. He has also ventured recently into the 
world of stand-up comedy and continues his career as a motivational 
speaker.

Born with a condition known as Leiber’s Amaurosis, Tildesley races in the 
S11 category, for totally blind swimmers. He started racing in 1993 and was 
coached by his father, Dr. Hugh Tildesley, a former competitive swimmer 
with assistance from his uncle, Murray Tildesley, a former national  
record holder.

Date of Birth: June 24, 1984
Club: Pacific Dolphins Swim  
 Club
Coach: Derrick Schoof
Hometown:  Vancouver, BC
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Classification: S11
Event(s):  100 free, 100 Back,  
 100 Fly, 200 IM
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Craig McCord 
Craig McCord is National Coach and Program Director for Swimming/
Natation Canada’s Para-swimming Program. He is a Chartered Professional 
Coach and an NCCP Level 3 Certified Coach with 27 years’ experience, 
 including 12 years with Para-swimming at a national and international level. 

Along with coaching, McCord is an experienced NCCP Swimming Technical 
Course Conductor and has extensive experience working with non-profit 
and volunteer sports organizations, including the British Columbia Swim 
Coaches Association, Richmond Rapids Swim Club Board of Directors and 
the City of Richmond Aquatic Services Board.

Date of Birth: December 25, 1961
Birth Place: Glasgow, Scotland
Hometown:  Richmond, BC

HEAD COACH
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Reg Chappel
Coach 

Newmarket, ON

Janet Dunn
Athlete Support 

Victoria, BC

Peter Carpenter
Coach 

Pointe-Claire, QC

Vikki Crane-Small
Massage Therapist  

Schomberg, ON

Shane Esau
Physiologist 
Airdrie, AB

Pierre Lamy
Coach 

Saint-Sauveur, QC



211

SW
IM

M
IN

G

London 2012 Paralympic Summer Games

Seb Messier
Coach 

St-Lambert, QC

Reg Shaw
Coach 

Mission, BC

France Latendresse
Coach 

St-Jean-Sur-Richelieu, QC

Ken Olson
Video Analysis 

Calgary, AB

Marj Walton
Team Manager 

Regina, SK

Leanne Wlock
Athlete Support 
Edmonton, AB
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Wheelchair basketball is one of the most 
popular spectator sports at the Paralympic 
Games. It is a fast-paced team game that 
attracts competitive athletes with physical 
disabilities that prevent them from running, 
jumping, and pivoting. Not all athletes who 
play wheelchair basketball require the use 
of a wheelchair for daily life. 

Open to male and female athletes, wheel-
chair basketball requires two teams to play. 
Each team has twelve players with just five 
on court during playtime. The objective of 
each team is to score more points than the 
opposing team. Points are given for scoring 
goals by shooting the basketball into the 
opposing team’s basket. A goal scores from 
one to three points. Teams actively try to 
prevent the opposing team from making 
goals. The team with the most points at the 
end of the game wins. 

Each team is given 24 seconds to complete a goal attempt. If the team with the 
ball exceeds this time limit, then the ball and the right of play is granted to the 
opposing team. Goals are scored in the following way: 

•	 A free-throw goal = 1 point
•	 A goal from the two-point field goal area = 2 points
•	 A goal from the three-point field goal area = 3 points

Wheelchair basketball games have four ten-minute periods with a 15-min-
ute interval between the second and third period and one-minute intervals 
between the first and second, and third and fourth periods. If the game is tied 
at the end of the fourth period, an extra five-minute period is added. Games can 
have as many periods as necessary to break the tie.

The International Wheelchair Basketball Federation (IWBF) (www.iwbf.org) is the 
world governing body for wheelchair basketball. Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
(www.wheelchairbasketballcanada.ca) is the National Sport Federation.
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Patrick Anderson
Considered one of the best wheelchair basketball players in the world, 
Patrick Anderson’s talents on and off the court have made him a great role 
model and ambassador for the sport. 

When Anderson was nine he was struck by a drunk driver and lost both 
his legs above the knee. His natural athletic ability and tenacity transferred 
to the basketball court where he earned a scholarship to the University of 
Illinois. He joined the Canadian national team in 1997.

Using his exceptional talents and unmistakable style, Anderson led the 
Canadian junior team to World Championship gold in 1997 and 2001, and 
was named MVP in both tournaments. He was a member of the senior team 
that won gold at the 2006 world championship and bronze at the 1998 and 
2002 world championships.

Anderson helped Canada win back-to-back Paralympic gold medals in 
Sydney 2000 and Athens 2004 and a silver medal in Beijing in 2008. He also 
was a member of the team that won a silver medal at the 2007 Parapan 
American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and bronze at the 2011 Parapan 
Ams in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

In 2004 Anderson was named the MVP of the Australian National Wheelchair 
Basketball League. His team in Germany, RSV Lahn-Dill, also won three 
consecutive European Champions Cups from 2004 to 2006. 

Height/Weight: 190 cm / 90 kg
Date of Birth: Aug. 22, 1979 
Club Team: N/A 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Edmonton, AB 
Residence: Fergus, ON
Classification: 4.5

@andersonpatrick
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Abdi Dini
Abdi Dini is originally from Somalia, where he was injured by a roadside 
bomb. Dini is a quiet leader who embodies the concept of actions speak 
louder than words. 

Dini began playing wheelchair basketball in 1996 and joined the senior 
men’s national team in 2008. He competed at the 2008 Beijing Paralympic 
Games, where Canada won the silver medal. He also was part of the 
Canadian team that won bronze at the 2011 Parapan American Games in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Height/Weight: 192 cm / 140 kg 
Date of Birth: January 1, 1981 
Club Team: Variety Village 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Somalia 
Residence: Scarborough, ON
Classification: 1.0
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David Durepos
Described as one of the best outside shooters in the world, David Durepos 
attributes his success to focused self-motivation. A former standup basket-
ball player, Durepos discovered wheelchair sports after sustaining a spinal 
cord injury in a motorcycle accident in 1988. He began playing wheelchair 
basketball in 1990 after being introduced to the sport at a rehabilitation 
centre in his hometown.

Dave Durepos won bronze medals at the World Championships in 1994, 
1998, and 2002, in addition to gold in 2006. He also won gold medals at 
the 2000 and 2004 Paralympic Games and a silver in 2008. Durepos was a 
member of the team that won silver at the 2007 Parapan American Games in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and bronze in 2011 in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Durepos has gold medals from the 2006 World Championships in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands; the 2006 and 2007 Visa Paralympic World Cups 
in Manchester, England; the 2006 Osaka Cup in Osaka, Japan; and America’s 
Qualification Tournament in Colorado, USA in 2006.

He is married to Canadian Women’s Wheelchair Basketball player Sabrina 
Pettinicchi. They live together in Fredericton, N.B. 

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 90 kg
Date of Birth: July 14, 1968 
Club Team: Elm City Sports Club  
 (Nova Scotia) 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Fredericton, NB 
Residence: Fredericton, NB
Classification: 3.5
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David Eng 
David Eng was introduced to the sport as a kid by his uncle, who also plays 
wheelchair basketball. He started recreationally in 1989 and was named to 
Canada’s national men’s wheelchair basketball team in 2004. 

The Canadian Wheelchair Sports Association (CWSA) named Eng their 2009 
Male Athlete of the Year after he helped lead Team Canada, the Quebec 
Provincial Team, and his club team - les Gladiateurs de Laval - to numerous 
medals and accolades. He was selected to the all-star team at five national 
championships (2012, 2011, 2010, 2008 and 2004) and was MVP in 2009

A leader on and off the court, Eng’s international medals include gold at the 
2004 Athens Paralympics and silver in 2008 at Beijing. He won silver at the 
2007 Parapan American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and bronze in 2011 
at Guadalajara, Mexico. Eng won World Championship gold in 2006.

Eng was also the 2012 Wheelchair Basketball Canada Male Athlete of  
the Year.

Nicknamed Deng or Superman, Eng’s dedication to the sport has seen him 
featured in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s 2010 ad campaign to raise 
awareness for the Canadian Paralympic Movement. 

Height/Weight: 175 cm / 84 kg
Date of Birth: November 21, 1976 
Club Team: Gladiateurs de Laval 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Montreal, QC 
Residence: Montreal, QC
Classification: 4.5

@The_Real_DENG
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Bo Hedges
Bo Hedges first learned about wheelchair basketball at the GF Strong 
Rehabilitation Centre in Vancouver. He began playing competitively in 1996. 

Hedges attended the University of Northern British Columbia where he 
completed his B.A in Business Marketing. He was a member of the team that 
won a silver medal at the 2008 Paralympics in Beijing. He also helped Canada 
win silver at the 2007 Parapan American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and 
bronze in 2011 in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Domestically, Hedges was a member of teams that won national champion-
ship titles in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011. He was a national champion-
ship all-star in 2011 and 2012. 

Hedges was the 2009 and 2011 B.C. Wheelchair Basketball male athlete of 
the year and was also the 2010 Wheelchair Basketball Canada Male Athlete 
of the Year.

His family has a cattle ranch near Wonowon in northern British Columbia.

Height/Weight: 187 cm / 85 kg 
Date of Birth: January 5, 1980 
Club Team: Douglas College 
 U of Alabama 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Fort St. John, BC 
Residence: Wonowon, BC
Classification: 2.5

@TheRealBoHedges
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Chad Jassman 
Chad Jassman grew up with a love of sports and became involved in 
 wheelchair basketball after breaking his back in a 2004 car accident.

Jassman spent 18 months developing his skills while competing for the 
Calgary Grizzlies before trying out for Team Canada. He missed the cut two 
years in a row, but ultimately earned a national team roster spot in 2009. 
He won a bronze medal playing for Canada at the 2011 Parapan American 
Games in Guadalajara , Mexico. 

Jassman was named an National Championship all-star in 2010, 2011,  
and 2012.

Nicknamed Jazzy, Jassman enjoys the crashing and banging of the chairs in 
wheelchair basketball. He draws on his experience as a former competitive 
hockey player when strategizing on the court.

Height/Weight: 180 cm / 56 kg
Date of Birth: September 16, 1983 
Club Team: Calgary Grizzlies,  
 Trier Dolphins (Germany) 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Medicine Hat, AB 
Residence: Calgary, AB
Classification: 1.5
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Joey Johnson
Joey Johnson was eight years old when he was diagnosed with a degenera-
tive hip disease. He began playing wheelchair basketball the following year 
after being introduced to the sport by a friend. Since then, Johnson has 
played professionally in Australia and Germany and has been a member of 
Team Canada since 1995.

A four-time Paralympian, Johnson helped Team Canada win gold medals at 
the Athens 2004 and Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games, plus a silver in 2008 in 
Beijing. He was a member of the team that won silver at the 2007 Parapan 
American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and bronze in 2011 at Guadalajara, 
Mexico.

Johnson was a National Championship all-star in 2000, 2003, 2004, 2005, 
2006 and 2009. He won World Championship gold in 2006 and bronze in 
1998 and 2002.

Considered one of the best power players in the world, Johnson is known 
for his intensity and toughness in the paint. On offense, he knows how to 
 generate plays by creating space for himself and his teammates.

He is married with three children.

Height/Weight: 188 cm / 105 kg 
Date of Birth: July 26, 1975 
Club Team: RSV Lahn-Dill (Germany) 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Winnipeg, MB
Residence: Lorette, MB
Classification: 4.5
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Adam Lancia 
Adam Lancia began shooting hoops in 1989 and learned about wheelchair 
basketball from Archie Allison, an employee at Variety Village, a community 
centre in his hometown of Toronto. He continued to play wheelchair basket-
ball for Variety Village until he starting playing in Europe in 2009.

After helping Canada win two Junior World Wheelchair Basketball 
Championships, Lancia joined the senior national team in May 2001. Since 
then he’s helped Canada win gold at the 2004 Paralympic Games in Athens 
and silver in 2008 at Beijing. He was a member of the team that won silver 
at the 2007 Parapan American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and bronze in 
2011 at Guadalajara, Mexico.

Lancia was National Championship MVP in 2010 and 2011 and an all-star in 
2008 and 2009. His team (Ontario) won five consecutive championships from 
2002 to 2006.

Lancia won gold at the 2006 world championships and bronze in 2002.

Lancia played professionally for ASV-Bonn, a club team in Germany, from 
2009 to 2011. He also has played for BSR Valladolid (Spain). 

He has a degree in kinesiology from the University of Illinois and completed 
the Prosthetics and Orthotics Technician program at George Brown College 
in Toronto. 

Height/Weight: 191 cm / 90 kg 
Date of Birth: January 17, 1980 
Club Team: BSR Valladolid (Spain) 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Toronto, ON 
Residence: Toronto, ON
Classification: 4.0

@AdamLancia
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Tyler Miller
Tyler Miller was introduced to wheelchair basketball in 2007 and  immediately 
took a liking to the sport. He found a place on the Kitchener Jr. Club Team 
and the Ontario provincial team that took bronze in 2009 and silver in 2010. 

Miller first made the national team in 2010 and won a bronze medal at the 
2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico.

One of Miller’s role models is Cam Neely, the former power forward with 
the NHL Boston Bruins who regularly played through intense pain and 
 devastating injuries.

The rough contact and physicality of wheelchair basketball is not something 
that Miller shies away from. He feels that helps keep things interesting on  
the court.

Off the basketball court, Miller has completed a 7,280 hour apprenticeship 
program and is now a licensed tool and die maker. 

Height/Weight: 176 cm / 55 kg 
Date of Birth: June 24, 1984 
Club Team: Twin City Spinners 
 Variety Village 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Kitchener, ON
Residence: Kitchener, ON
Classification: 1.5

@TYMiller84
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Richard Peter 
Known for his tenacity, dedication and focus, Richard Peter is a team leader 
and ambassador for the game. Injured in a bus accident when he was four, 
Peter began playing wheelchair basketball at age 15 after a team visited his 
school. He joined the senior national team in 1994 and has been a Team 
Canada staple since.

Nicknamed “Bear,” Peter helped Canada win back-to-back Paralympic gold 
medals in 2000 and 2004, plus silver in 2008. He won a world championship 
gold in 2006 and bronze in 1994, 1998 and 2002. At the Parapan American 
Games, Peter won bronze in 2011 and silver in 2007.

Along with teammate Joey Johnson, Peter is the second Canadian athlete to 
be recruited and play for RSV - Lahn Dill - a professional wheelchair basketball 
team in Germany. Peter also played professionally in Italy.

A member of the Cowichan Tribes of British Columbia, Peter received the Tom 
Longboat National Award for Aboriginal Male Athlete of the Year in 2000. In 
2008 he was named Wheelchair Basketball Canada’s Male Athlete of the Year. 
In 2010 he was inducted into the BC Sports Hall of Fame, and in 2012 received 
a National Aboriginal Achievement Award for his outstanding athletic 
accomplishments.

Height/Weight:  180 cm / 90 kg 
Date of Birth: September 10, 1972 
Club Team: Douglas College (BC) 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Duncan, BC
Residence: Vancouver, BC
Classification: 2.5
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Yvon Rouillard
Yvon Rouillard was introduced to wheelchair basketball while at a 
 rehabilitation centre in Montreal and began playing the sport in 1999.  
In 2007-08 he earned a full-time spot on the senior men’s national team.

Rouillard was named an all-star at the 2008 national championships.  
He won a silver medal playing for Canada at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic 
Games. He also was a member of the team that won silver at the 2007 
Parapan American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and bronze in 2011 at 
Guadalajara, Mexico.

Height/Weight: 193 cm / 86 kg 
Date of Birth: April 19, 1972 
Club Team: BLS Amicacci (Italy) 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Montreal, QC
Residence: Montreal, QC
Classification: 3.0
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Brandon Wagner 
Brandon Wagner was introduced to wheelchair basketball in 1995 in his 
hometown of Burlington, ON. He is a competitive person who enjoys the 
game’s physicality and the challenge of matching up against bigger, stronger 
players. Given the opportunity Wagner thrives on the defensive mistakes of 
his opponents. 

Wagner’s progress in the sport has been rapid. He made the U23 junior 
national team in 2005. He was accepted to play at the University of Illinois 
where his team won the collegiate championships in 2008. In 2009, Wagner 
was named Student-Athlete of the Year at Illinois and made Canada’s senior 
national wheelchair basketball team for the first time.

This will be Wagner’s first Paralympic Games. He was part of the Canadian 
team that won silver at the 2007 Parapan American Games in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, and bronze in 2011 at Guadalajara, Mexico.

Height/Weight: 190 cm / 70 kg 
Date of Birth: April 18, 1983 
Club Team: Burlington Vipers  
 (Ontario) 
Coach: Jerry Tonello
Birth Place: Kitchener, ON
Residence: Burlington, ON
Classification: 1.0

@BWAGG
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Jerry Tonello 
Jerry Tonello grew up as an all-round athlete in football, basketball and a 
number of other sports. He is recognized in Canada as the first able-bodied 
player to compete at the national wheelchair basketball championships in 
1992, although able-bodied players had been competing in the Canadian 
Wheelchair Basketball Association since 1989.

Tonello is a respected coach who pays particular attention to the game of 
the big men. Bringing a work ethic instilled by his parents to his job on the 
sidelines, Tonello has made a tremendous contribution to the national  
team program. 

With Tonello as head coach, the Canadian Men’s Senior Team won the gold 
medal at the 2011 BT Paralympic World Cup in Manchester, UK; silver at the 
Paralympic World Cup in Manchester, UK; and silver at both the Americas 
Cup Qualifier in Vancouver, B.C., and Rollers World Challenge in Australia 
in 2009. He also coached the team to a bronze medal at the 2011 Parapan 
American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Tonello was an associate head coach from 2008 to 2009 and assistant coach 
from 1991 to 2007. During that time Canada won silver medals at the 2004 
Athens Paralympic Games and 2007 Rio Parapan American Games, along 
with gold at the 2000 Sydney Paralympic Games and 1991 International 
Games in Stoke Mandeville, England.

Height: 6’ 2” 
Date of Birth: December 29, 1956 
Hometown:  Toronto, ON
Residence: Toronto, ON
Coaching Since:  1982
With the National  
Team Since: 1991

HEAD COACH
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Christian La Serra
Assistant Coach 

Montreal, QC

Brett Nagata
Physiotherapist 
Birmingham, UK

Paul Bowes
Assistant Coach 

London, ON

Darrell Nordell
Assistant Coach 
Edmonton, AB

Judy Goss
Sport Psychologist 

Toronto, ON
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Elaine Allard 
Growing up Elaine Allard was a natural athlete, excelling at swimming and 
alpine skiing. She was introduced to wheelchair basketball in her late teens. 
She was rehabilitating from an accident when Martine Talbot, a friend and 
 former coach, pushed Allard to learn the basics of the sport and got her 
started with a local club team. She enjoyed the thrill of competitive sport  
and joined the national team in 2007. 

Allard’s first international game was against Argentina at the Four Nations 
tournament in Sydney, Australia. She says she was nervous being part of a 
team of veteran players, but helped Canada win a bronze medal.

Allard was part of the teams that won silver medals at the 2007 Parapan 
American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and at the 2011 Parapan American 
Games in Guadalajara, Mexico. She also won bronze at the 2010 World 
Championships and gold at the 2010 BT Paralympic World Cup.

Allard speaks Portuguese. In 2003, she went to the peak of Kala Pattar, at the 
mouth of Mt. Everest in Nepal.

Height/Weight: 165 cm / 53 kg 
Date of Birth: February 25, 1977 
Club Team: Gladiateurs de Laval 
Coach: Marc-Antoine Ducharme  
 & Bill Johnson
Birth Place: Montreal, QC
Residence: St. Eustache, QC
Classification: 1.5

@elaineallard4
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Tracey Ferguson
Tracey Ferguson knows what it takes to reach the podium. She has been a 
member of five Paralympic teams, helping Canada win gold medals in 1992, 
1996 and 2000 and a bronze in 2004. She also was a member of the team 
that won a silver medal at the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, 
Mexico. Ferguson won World Championships in 1994, 1998, 2002, and 
bronze in 2010.

Ferguson grew up playing street hockey and dreamed of one day represent-
ing Canada on the Olympic podium. Spinal surgery left her paralyzed at the 
age of nine, but four years later she discovered wheelchair sports through a 
local fitness centre. 

Showing her competitive spirit, Ferguson also qualified for the Beijing 2008 
Paralympics in wheelchair athletics. 

A four-time recipient of the Ontario Wheelchair Sports Association’s Female 
Athlete of the Year award, Ferguson also has been honoured by the YMCA’s 
Young Women of Distinction Award and the Terry Fox Humanitarian Award. 

Height/Weight: 150 cm / 50 kg 
Date of Birth: September 7, 1974 
Club Team: Variety Village 
Coach: Steve Bialowas  
 & Bill Johnson
Birth Place: Richmond Hill, ON
Residence: Holland Landing, ON
Classification: 3.0

@CDNGirl12
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Tara Feser 
Tara Feser played stand-up basketball until knee problems prevented her 
from competing at an elite level. She was introduced to wheelchair bas-
ketball by her high school coach Christina Jones, a member of Wheelchair 
Basketball Canada’s Board of Directors. She first made the national team  
in 2008.

Feser was a member of Team Canada that finished fifth at the Beijing 
Paralympics in 2008. She helped Canada win a bronze medal at the 2010 
World Championships and silver at the 2011 Parapan American Games in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. Feser was 2010 Wheelchair Basketball Canada’s Female 
Athlete of the Year.

Feser is approachable and well liked. Although a strong and consistent 
scorer, her focus is often more on passing, defence, rebounding, picking and 
leadership. Feser is able to score points from in the paint, behind the stack, at 
the foul line, and even behind the three-point line.

Feser has completed a Master’s degree in Human Performance from 
University of Alabama and a Bachelors of Physical Education from University 
of Alberta. She currently plays semi-pro in Germany with the Trier Dolphins.

Height/Weight: 175 cm / 77 kg 
Date of Birth: February 2, 1980 
Club Team: Edmonton Inferno,  
 Trier Dolphins (Germany) 
Coach: Bill Johnson
Birth Place: Edmonton, AB
Residence: St. Albert, AB
Classification: 4.5

@mammaT15
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Katie Harnock
Katie Harnock began playing wheelchair basketball in her driveway when 
she was 10 after receiving a brochure in the mail from a local club. She 
was 13 when she started playing recreationally with a Kitchener team. She 
remembers getting clotheslined in her first game, which she describes as a 
warm welcome to the sport. 

Harnock works the point for Team Canada and has a knack for dribbling and 
passing. She packs a solid shot and isn’t afraid to drive to the basket. She 
worked her way up from a local club to the provincial program and joined 
the senior national team in 2006. 

Harnock competed at the 2008 Beijing Paralympics where Canada finished 
fifth. She helped Team Canada win gold at the 2006 World Championships 
and bronze in 2010. She was on the team that won silver at the 2011 Parapan 
American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, and in 2007 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Harnock has a scholarship to the University of Alabama and is studying 
English. She hopes to become a fiction author and remain involved in 
 wheelchair basketball by eventually becoming a coach.

Height/Weight: 137 cm / 44 kg 
Date of Birth: August 12, 1983 
Club Team: University of Alabama 
Coach: Bill Johnson  
 & Brent Hardin
Birth Place: Kitchener, ON
Residence: Elmira, ON
Classification: 2.0

@ThePeachAbides
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Maude Jacques 
Maude Jacques discovered wheelchair basketball in 2001 thanks to the 
encouragement of her physiotherapist. She first started playing with a mini 
team in her home province of Quebec, before moving on to local club 
teams. She made the jump to the provincial team and represented Quebec 
at several national competitions. She played on the Quebec team that won 
gold at the 2007 and 2011 Canada Games.

Jacques earned a spot on Canada’s first-ever women’s U25 national team  
in 2011, then later that year joined the senior women team. She helped 
Canada win a silver medal at the 2011 Parapan American Games in 
Guadalajara, Mexico.

Height/Weight: 142 cm / 40 kg 
Date of Birth: April 21, 1992 
Club Team: University of Alabama 
Coach: Chantal Beauregard,  
 Bill Johnson  
 & Michael Broughton
Birth Place: Sherbrooke, QC 
Residence: Sainte-Catherine, QC
Classification: 2.5

@JacquesMaude
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Jamey Jewells
Jamey Jewells was first introduced to wheelchair basketball by an occupa-
tional therapist in 2007, four years after being in a car accident. A competi-
tive and determined athlete, Jewells loves the fast-paced, aggressive, and 
hard-hitting style of play of wheelchair basketball. A strong team player, she 
is a threat on both sides of the ball. 

Jewells made her national team debut at the 2011 Osaka Cup where Canada 
won a bronze medal. She represented Canada at the first-ever women’s U25 
World Championships that same year and was named a tournament all-star. 
Jewells also helped Team Canada win a silver at the 2011 Parapan American 
Games in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Height/Weight: 150 cm / 40 kg 
Date of Birth: August 23, 1989 
Club Team: Trier Dolphins (Germany) 
Coach: Bill Johnson  
 & Michael Broughton
Birth Place: Sydney, NS 
Residence: Donkin, NS
Classification: 1.0

@JameyJewells
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Janet McLachlan 
Janet McLachlan played stand-up basketball for the University of Victoria 
Vikes, winning national championships in 1998 and 2000. She was 
 introduced to wheelchair basketball after suffering a serious knee injury 
while attempting to make Canada’s national rugby squad for the 2006 World 
Cup. A teammate suggested she try wheelchair sports to stay in shape  
while recovering.

McLachlan has been a member of the national wheelchair basketball team 
since 2008 and competed at the 2008 Beijing Paralympics, where Canada 
finished fifth. She was a member of the team that won a bronze medal at the 
2010 World Championships and a silver medal at the 2011 Parapan American 
Games in Guadalajara, Mexico.

In 2010 McLachlan helped the University of Alabama win back-to-back 
national wheelchair basketball championships and was named MVP. That 
same year she joined the Trier Dolphins, a semi-professional wheelchair 
basket ball team in Germany, along with fellow Team Canada member  
Tara Feser.

McLachlan was the 2011 Wheelchair Basketball Canada Female Athlete of 
the Year and the 2009 BC Wheelchair Basketball Female Athlete of the Year.

Height/Weight: 181 cm / 88 kg 
Date of Birth: August 26, 1977 
Club Team: BC Breakers,  
 Trier Dolphins (Germany) 
Coach: Bill Johnson 
Birth Place: North Vancouver, BC 
Residence: West Vancouver, BC 
Classification: 4.5

@bigsexxxy5
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Kendra Ohama
Kendra Ohama is one of the accomplished veterans on Team Canada, having 
played in five Paralympics and World Championships. She has won three 
Paralympic gold medals (1992, 1996 and 2000), one bronze (in 2004) and is a 
four-time world champion. She also helped Canada win silver medals at the 
2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, and in 2007 at Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.

Ohama, who grew up in a family of six, was introduced to wheelchair 
 basketball in 1990 when she was approached by a player at a store and 
invited to a practice. She made her national team debut in 1991.

Height/Weight: 152 cm / 49 kg 
Date of Birth: June 1, 1965 
Club Team: Calgary Rollers,  
 Trier Dolphins (Germany) 
Coach: Bill Johnson 
Birth Place: Brooks, AB 
Residence: Calgary, AB
Classification: 2.5
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Cindy Ouellet 
Cindy Ouellet was introduced to wheelchair basketball by a physiotherapist 
in 2005 and made her debut with the senior women’s national team in 2007.

Ouellet enjoys the physical, mental, and strategic challenges of wheelchair 
basketball. She was a member of the Canadian team that finished fifth at 
the 2008 Paralympics in Beijing and won a bronze medal at the 2010 World 
Championships in Birmingham, England. She also helped Canada win silver 
medals at the 2011 Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, and in 
2007 at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Ouellet earned a roster spot on Canada’s first-ever Women’s U25 National 
Team in 2011 and was named an all-star at World Championships. She is 
the 2012 Wheelchair Basketball Canada Female Athlete of the Year and was 
the 2007 Wheelchair Basketball Canada Junior Athlete of the Year. Ouellet 
has a scholarship to the University of Alabama. She hopes to obtain a PhD 
in Biomedical Engineering and eventually teach at the university level. She 
also helped Alabama’s wheelchair basketball team win a third consecutive 
national championship title in 2011. 

Ouellet is passionate about music, is an accomplished piano player and 
enjoys long boarding. Ouellet is featured in the Canadian Paralympic 
Committee’s Super Athletes marketing campaign and has been given the 
nickname, “The Hornet.”

Height/Weight: 157 cm / 53 kg 
Date of Birth: December 8, 1988 
Club Team: University of Alabama 
Coach: Bill Johnson  
 & Michael Broughton
Birth Place: Rivière-Du-Loup, QC 
Residence: Quebec, QC 
Classification: 3.5

@SevenCan_CO
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Tamara Steeves
Tamara Steeves discovered wheelchair basketball in 2008 and immediately 
fell in love with the sport. In 2011 she landed a roster spot on Canada’s 
first-ever women’s U25 team. She made her international debut with Team 
Canada at the 2011 Osaka Cup, where the squad captured a bronze medal. 
She also helped Team Ontario win a silver medal at the Canada Games. 

The native of Etobicoke, Ontario thrives on the competitiveness of the game. 
With that competitive spirit, Steeves has worked her way up the wheelchair 
basketball ranks. 

Steeves was named to the 2012 CWBL Women’s National Championships 
tournament all-star team as a member of Team Ontario.

Height/Weight:  155 cm / 80 kg 
Date of Birth: September 23, 1989 
Club Team: Burlington Cruisers 
Coach: Kathy Ludwig  
 & Michael Broughton 
Birth Place: Etobicoke, ON 
Residence: Mississauga, ON
Classification: 1.5

@TinyOxen8
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Jessica Vliegenthart 
Jessica Vliegenthart was a summer forest firefighter when she was 
involved in a road accident five days before her 21st birthday. She got 
started in wheelchair basketball in 2006 thanks to Marni Abbott-Peter, a 
national  women’s team assistant coach and former player who recognized 
Vliegenthart’s potential. Vliegenthart joined a local team in Vancouver and 
shortly after was invited to attend a junior national team camp in Ontario.

Vliegenthart was the only female named to Team BC for the 2007 Canada 
Winter Games in Whitehorse. She started playing for the BC Breakers 
women’s team and within the year was named as a development athlete to 
the Canadian team that won a silver medal at the 2007 Parapan American 
Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

In 2009 Vliegenthart was named to the senior women’s team. She helped 
Canada win a bronze medal at the 2010 World Championships and a silver 
medal at the 2011 Parapan Ams in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Vliegenthart was BC Wheelchair Basketball Female Athlete of the Year  
in 2011.

Height/Weight: 178 cm / 57 kg 
Date of Birth: August 11, 1983 
Club Team: BC Breakers 
Coach: Cheryl Corrigan
Birth Place: Kamloops, BC 
Residence: Victoria, BC 
Classification: 1.0

@TheVlieagle
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Elisha Williams
Elisha Williams received a full scholarship to play stand-up basketball at San 
Jose State. Multiple knee injuries forced her to leave the game and return to 
the University of Alberta.

Williams was recruited to play wheelchair basketball in 2005. She joined the 
senior national team in 2007 and helped Canada win a silver medal at the 
Parapan American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, as an alternate. She also 
was part of the team that won a bronze at the 2010 World Championships 
and silver at the 2011 Parapan Ams in Guadalajara, Mexico.

In 2008 Williams received one of the BC Premier’s Athletic Awards given to 
athletes who, through their commitment to hard work and excellence, have 
left their mark on the province. 

Height/Weight: 178 cm / 70 kg 
Date of Birth: June 9, 1978 
Club Team: BC Breakers,  
 University of Alabama 
Coach: Cheryl Corrigan 
Birth Place: Prince George, BC 
Residence: Prince George, BC
Classification: 4.5



241

W
H

EE
LC

H
A

IR
 B

A
SK

ET
BA

LL

London 2012 Paralympic Summer Games

Bill Johnson 
Bill Johnson became head coach after serving as an assistant coach with 
the team for three seasons. Prior to that, he was an assistant coach with the 
national men’s team and the national junior team in 2001.

At the domestic level Johnson has earned numerous accolades as head 
coach of the Manitoba men’s (2001-Present) and women’s teams (1997-1999) 
from the Manitoba Wheelchair Sports Association. 

Johnson was named the Canadian Wheelchair Basketball Association coach 
of the year in 2006-2007, acknowledging his strong technical background 
and proven knack for planning and preparing for success. 

Johnson has a Kinesiology degree from the University of Winnipeg and is a 
NCCP Level 3 Certified Coach in both wheelchair and stand-up basketball. 
His brother Joey Johnson is a star player with the men’s national team. His 
sister Mandy coaches wheelchair basketball in Manitoba. 

Johnson combines excellent inter-personal skills with a strong technical 
background, making him as approachable as he is knowledgeable.

Height: 191 cm 
Date of Birth: November 16, 1973 
Birthplace:  Winnipeg, MB
Residence: Winnipeg, MB

HEAD COACH @Coach_JWJ
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Michael Broughton 
Assistant Coach 

Toronto, ON

Sheila Forler-Bauman
Physiotherapist 

Elmira, ON

Marni Abbott-Peter
Assistant Coach 
Vancouver, BC

Karine Chicoine
Team Manager 
Montreal, QC

Adrienne Leslie-Toogood
Sport Psychologist  

Winnipeg, MB
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Wheelchair fencing has been a 
Paralympic sport since the first 
Games in Rome in 1960. Since 
then, the rules have been 
adapted to meet the advance-
ments in techniques applied 
to fixing the athlete’s wheel-
chair to the ground. Canadian 
wheelchair fencers made their 
Paralympic debut at the 2000 
Summer Games in Sydney.

The objective in wheelchair 
fencing is for the athlete to 
score 15 points (or the greatest 

number of hits) against his/her opponent. Athletes are connected electronically 
to a signal box that records the touches of the weapon. A point is awarded each 
time a fencer touches the opponent in the target area. 

The primary difference in wheelchair fencing is that athletes only have free 
movement in their upper bodies. Able-bodied fencers compete moving around 
on a 14-metre strip, while wheelchair fencers compete from a static position. 
Wheelchairs are fixed in place to the ground by metal frames; the wheelchair is 
usually clamped to both sides of the frame to keep it from tipping. The fencer 
with the shortest arms decides if the playing area will be at his distance or that 
of his opponent. During play, the fencer holds the fencing weapon in one hand. 
The other hand is used to hold onto the wheelchair when lunging and recover-
ing. Feet must remain on the footrest and the fencer must remain seated. The 
wheelchair must be fixed at a 110-degree angle to the central bar.

In preliminary individual events, each bout lasts three minutes. The winner is the 
first to score five hits (or the greatest number of hits) in the bout. This is followed 
by a knockout system where athletes compete in three, three-minute rounds 
with a one-minute break between rounds. The winner is the first to score 15 hits 
(or the greatest number of hits) in the bout. In the case of a tie an extra one-
minute bout is played. The first to score a hit is the winner. In team events, the 
first team of three to score 45 hits is the winner.



245

W
H

EE
LC

H
A

IR
 F

EN
CI

N
G

London 2012 Paralympic Summer Games

The target used for foil and sabre wheelchair competitions is the same as  
for able-bodied competitions. In épée competitions, the target is  everything 
above the waist with an apron being worn below the waist to aid in 
 cancellation of these touches. 

International Federation of Wheelchair Fencing: www.iwasf.com 

International Wheelchair & Amputee Sports (IWAS): www.iwasf.com

Canadian Fencing Federation: www.fencing.ca 

EQUIPMENT
Three types of weapon are used in fencing:

Foil — a light thrusting weapon; the valid target is restricted to the torso, the 
chest, shoulders, and back; double touches are not allowed.

Épée — a heavy thrusting weapon; the valid target area covers the entire 
body above the waist; double touches are allowed.

Sabre — a light cutting and thrusting weapon; the valid target area is the 
saddle line, which is from one side of the hip to the other and up, this also 
includes the head; the target area does not include the hands.
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Pierre Mainville 
Pierre Mainville, currently ranked tenth in the world, was Canada’s first world 
championship medallist in wheelchair fencing in 2010, winning a bronze. 
The proud father of two young children competed at the 2008 Paralympic 
Games in Beijing, placing ninth in épée and 15th in sabre. He will compete in 
both épée and sabre in London.

Mainville is featured in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s Super Athletes 
marketing campaign and has been nicknamed “The Perfectionist” because 
his goal is to be mistake-free in every bout. His international record seems to 
support that approach, winning medals on a consistent basis at World Cups 
since 2006.

Mainville became paraplegic in 2002 after being hit by a bullet. Six months 
after the accident, he took up fencing. In less than four years, he went from 
novice competitor to the 2006 World Championships. Now he is considered 
one of the best players in the world.

Paralympic sport wasn’t unfamiliar to Mainville before his accident. One of his 
friends was a wheelchair user and the two played sledge hockey together.

He is a full time fencer and also part of a mentor program called  
  « Promethé » that helps high school drop-outs.

Height/Weight: 170 cm / 75 kg
Date of Birth: July 9, 1973
Club: Club d’escrime  
 Montmorency
Coach: Ildemaro Sanchez  
 Iulian Badea
Birth Place:  St-Jérôme, QC
Hometown:  St-Colomban, QC
Residence: St-Colomban, QC
Event(s):  Épée and sabre
Classification:  B
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Sylvie Morel 
Sylvie Morel has the distinction of being the first-ever Canadian athlete to 
fence in a wheelchair.

Morel competed at the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games, finishing ninth in 
épée and 11th in foil. The 12-year national team veteran enjoys the sport 
so much that she opened a fencing school in her region to inspire a new 
generation of athletes to give it a try. Morel has been the Pan Am Champion 
in épée since 1999. At the London 2012 Paralympics, she will compete in 
épée only.

Morel was introduced to wheelchair sports by her physiotherapist and origi-
nally started in wheelchair basketball before switching to fencing in 1997. 
Morel believes that one needs to keep in shape at any age, because a sound 
mind in a sound body takes us far in life and in sports.

Morel’s goal is to improve her international ranking to top five in the world 
(she is currently in the top 15) and to win a medal at the London 2012 
Paralympic Games.

Height/Weight: 165 cm / 65 kg
Date of Birth: September 2, 1966
Club: Knights of the Gold  
 Dragon
Coach: Iulian Badea
Birth Place:  Westmont, QC
Hometown:  Pincourt, QC
Residence: Pincourt, QC
Event(s):  Épée
Classification:  A
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Iulian Badea 
Iulian Badea arrived in Canada from Romania in 2003 with his wife, joining 
some members of his family already in the country. He has since developed 
a successful career as a physical education teacher at College Jean-Brébeuf 
and as a national team fencing coach in épée.

Badea, a former competitor for Romania, is the coach at the London 2012 
Paralympic Games for Sylvie Morel and Pierre Mainville.

He started coaching both athletes in 2009 and had led them to plenty of 
international success. Mainville won the bronze medal at the 2010 world 
championships and Morel is now returning to the Paralympic Games for the 
first time since 2000.

Badea started fencing at age 10, inspired by the tales of the Three 
Musketeers novel. He continued fencing competitively until age 28. At 22, 
he began his university studies in physical education and started coaching 
 fencers a couple of years later. An avid athlete, he wanted to make sure he 
had a working career in which he could maintain his fitness level.

Badea and his wife have two young children.

Height/Weight:  182 cm / 98 kg 
Date of Birth: May 31, 1970 
Birth Place: Bucharest, Romania
Residence: Candiac, QC 

HEAD COACH
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Wheelchair rugby is a team sport for male 
and female athletes with a mobility-related 
disability in at least three limbs. It is a unique 
sport created by athletes with a disability that 
 combines elements of basketball, handball 
and ice hockey. Wheelchair rugby was 
invented in 1977 in Winnipeg, Canada and  
was originally known as “Murderball” because 
of its aggressive nature. Today, wheelchair 
rugby is played in 26 countries and is under 
development in several more.

The basic rules of wheelchair rugby:

•	 The object of the game is to carry the ball across the opposing team’s goal line. 
•	 Two wheels must cross the line for the goal to count, and the player must have 

firm control of the ball when he or she crosses the line. 
•	 The game is played on a hardwood basketball court that is marked by  boundary 

lines, a center line, a center circle and two key areas. A standard volleyball is used.
•	 The game consists of four eight-minute quarters. There is a two-minute break 

between quarters and a five-minute break at halftime.
•	 Teams have 40 seconds to score on each possession.
•	 After a goal or stoppage of play, the player has 10 seconds to inbound the ball.
•	 A player whose team has control of the ball cannot remain in the opposing 

team’s key for more than 10 seconds.
•	 A player must dribble the ball once every 10 seconds.
•	 The defending team must have no more than three players in the key.
•	 Wheelchair rugby is a full-contact game and chair contact is encouraged. To 

ensure player safety, however, players cannot strike another player’s wheelchair 
anywhere behind the axle of the rear wheel if it causes the chair to rotate 
 horizontally or vertically. Physical body contact is also not permitted.

•	 After inbounding the ball, a team has 12 seconds to bring the ball over the  
half-court line.

•	 Each team has four time-outs of 30 seconds each, which may be used during 
regulation play and may be called by players on the floor, and two one-minute 
bench timeouts.

•	 If the score is tied, an overtime period of three minutes will be played.  
Additional overtime periods will be played until one team wins.

Canadian Wheelchair Sports Association: www.cwsa.ca
International Wheelchair Rugby Federation: www.iwrf.com
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Ian Chan
Ian Chan is the co-captain of the Canadian team along with David 
Willsie. He was inspired to get started in the sport by wheelchair rugby 
 inventor Duncan Campbell, who was his recreation therapist at G.F. Strong 
Rehabilitation Hospital. Chan was the subject of the documentary “Can’t 
Stop, Won’t Stop” and was also featured in the Academy Award-nominated 
documentary “Murderball.”

Major Games: 

1998 World Championships: 3rd
2000 Sydney Paralympics: 4th
2002 World Championships: 1st
2004 Athens Paralympics: 2nd
2006 World Championships: 3rd
2008 Beijing Paralympics: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: May 8, 1977 
Birth Place: Winnipeg, MB 
Hometown:  Richmond, BC
Started Sport:  1995
Made National  
Team:  1997
Classification: 3.0
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Jason Crone
After becoming injured in an ice hockey accident, Jason Crone was recruited 
to play wheelchair rugby by current national team members, including David 
Willsie. Crone’s sport background allowed him to quickly learn wheelchair 
rugby and he made the national team for the first time only a year after 
starting the sport. He is known for his speed and athleticism, as well as his 
on-court intelligence.

Major Games

2008 Beijing Paralympics: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: July 23, 1987 
Birth Place: Southampton, ON 
Hometown:  Owen Sound, ON
Started Sport:  2006
Made National  
Team:  2007
Classification: 1.5
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Patrice Dagenais
Patrice “Pico” Dagenais is known as a hard-working, intelligent player. Like 
many team Canada players, Dagenais comes from a strong hockey back-
ground. He played competitive hockey before his injury and won three 
consecutive gold medals with his high school hockey team, the Embrun 
Cyclones. His family even owns a Junior A hockey team in Eastern Ontario. 
Dagenais earned a degree in Business Marketing in 2011 from Cité Collegiale 
in Ottawa.

The 2012 London Paralympic Games are Dagenais’ first Paralympics.

Date of Birth: October 4, 1984 
Birth Place: Ottawa, ON 
Hometown:  Embrun, ON
Started Sport:  2005
Made National  
Team:  2009, 2011-present
Classification: 1.0
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Jared Funk
Jared Funk has been one of Canada’s most reliable low-point players 
for the past decade. In addition to his training as an athlete, he is also a 
 stay-at-home dad to his two daughters, Mackenzie and Trinity. (Mackenzie 
appeared as a “Junior Reporter” in several web videos). Funk is also a talented 
welder and has even built his own set of rollers that he produces for the 
team. His other hobbies include computers and hand cycling.

Major Games:

2002 World Championships: 1st
2004 Athens Paralympics: 2nd
2006 World Championships: 3rd
2008 Beijing Paralympics: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: January 30, 1974 
Birth Place: Winnipeg, MB 
Hometown:  Niverville, MB
Started Sport:  1993
Years on  
National Team:  1994-95, 2002-present
Classification: 0.5
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Garett Hickling
Garett Hickling is one of wheelchair rugby’s greatest players. He was MVP 
at the first three World Championships in the sport and has competed 
in every Paralympics that wheelchair rugby has been included in – since 
1996. Hickling, also known as ‘G’, recently took his game to the next level by 
 moving to Ontario to train with David Willsie. While there, he developed a 
love of coaching and was instrumental in starting a new team in Toronto. 
Hickling is a quiet leader of Team Canada and his experience will be 
 instrumental in Team Canada’s quest for gold.

Major Games:

1995 World Championships: 2nd
1996 Atlanta Paralympic Games: 2nd
1998 World Championships: 3rd
2000 Sydney Paralympics: 4th
2002 World Championships: 1st
2004 Athens Paralympics: 2nd
2006 World Championships: 3rd
2008 Beijing Paralympic Games: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: September 18, 1970 
Birth Place: Mica Creek, BC 
Hometown:  Kelowna, BC (But currently  
 lives in Dorchester, ON)
Started Sport:  1993
Years on  
National Team:  1993-present
Classification: 3.5

@garett_garett
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Trevor Hirschfield
Trevor “T-Bone” Hirschfield is one of the world’s best low-point players. He 
was named an All Star at the 2010 World Wheelchair Rugby Championships 
and was also awarded the 2010 Canadian Wheelchair Sports Association 
Male Athlete of the Year award. Hirschfield got involved in the sport after 
Duncan Campbell, one of the inventors of wheelchair rugby, pushed him 
to attend a Bridging the Gap event. Hirschfield’s tattooed appearance has 
earned him popularity with the local press. He has appeared in several 
 commercials. His father, Bobby Hirschfield, is the equipment manager for 
Team Canada.

Major Games:

2006 World Championships: 3rd
2008 Beijing Paralympic Games: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: December 21, 1983 
Birth Place: Langley, BC 
Hometown:  Parksville, BC
Residence:  Vancouver, BC
Started Sport:  2002
Years on 
National Team:  Since 2006
Classification: 1.0

@trevor_hirsch10
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Fabien Lavoie
Fabien Lavoie is Canada’s fieriest player. He’s known for his incredible physical 
fitness and his tremendous reach and speed. “Fab” was introduced to the 
sport while in rehab and took to it immediately. Recently, he moved to 
Vancouver, BC to train with several other national team members. He has 
quickly adapted to the West Coast lifestyle and even bought a dog. Lavoie 
speaks both French and English. His hobbies are weight training and  
video games.

Major Games:

2002 World Championships: 1st
2004 Athens Paralympics: 2nd
2006 World Championships: 3rd
2008 Beijing Paralympic Games: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: July 2, 1981 
Birth Place: Kapuskasing, ON 
Hometown:  Quebec, QC
Started Sport:  1999
Made National  
Team:  2002
Classification: 3.0
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Zak Madell
Eighteen-year-old Zak Madell is Canada’s fastest-rising wheelchair rugby star. 
This young phenomenon was recruited from wheelchair basketball, where 
he competed at the 2011 Canada Winter Games for Team Alberta. He was 
quickly hooked on wheelchair rugby and has enjoyed meteoric success since 
he made his debut at the 2011 Americas Zone Qualification Tournament. 
Madell will graduate this year from Holy Trinity Academy in Okotoks, AB and 
will be pursuing post-secondary education. 

The London 2012 Paralympic Games are Madell’s first Paralympic 
appearance.

Date of Birth: March 28, 1994
Birth Place: Edmonton, AB 
Hometown:  Okotoks, AB
Started Sport:  2011
Made National  
Team:  2012
Classification: 3.5
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Travis Murao
Travis Murao was introduced to wheelchair rugby by Duncan Campbell, 
one of the inventors of the sport. He became involved in rehab shortly after 
his accident and was quickly hooked on the sport. Murao attended the 
University of Arizona where he studied English and won a USQRA national 
championship with the Tucson Pterodactyls. An avid reader, Murao blogged 
for the 2010 World Wheelchair Rugby Championships and the Canadian 
national team and his writing style and sense of humor have earned him a 
large audience. Murao did not compete at the 2008 Beijing Games but was 
on the team for the 2006-2007 season and from 2009 to present.

Major Games:

2006 World Championships: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: January 12, 1983
Birth Place: New Westminster, BC 
Hometown:  Richmond, BC
Started Sport:  2001
Made National  
Team:  2006
Classification: 2.0

@travis_murao12
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Patrice Simard
Patrice Simard is regarded as one of the world’s best low-pointers. Along 
with Trevor Hirschfield, he was selected as an All Star at the 2010 World 
Wheelchair Rugby Championships. Simard’s strength and quickness allow 
him to defend against the best players in the world and he is one of the few 
low-pointers to routinely play a scoring role.

This year, Simard was featured in the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s 
Super Athletes marketing campaign, where he was given the nickname  
“The Pitbull.” Simard speaks French and English and his hobbies are working 
out and wheelchair tennis.

Major Games:

2000 Sydney Paralympics: 4th
2002 World Championships: 1st
2004 Athens Paralympics: 2nd
2006 World Championships: 3rd
2008 Beijing Paralympic Games: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: January 19, 1979 
Birth Place: Alma, QC 
Hometown:  Quebec, QC
Started Sport:  1997
Made National  
Team:  1999
Classification: 1.5
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Mike Whitehead
Mike Whitehead is the heavy hitter of Team Canada. His impressive ball 
handling and scoring skills make him such a threat on offense that he is 
routinely double teamed. On defense, his big hits cause turnovers and allow 
Canada to build a lead. Off the court, “Whitey” is a stay-at-home dad to his 
two children. His wife, Kerri, is the head physical therapist for the Women’s 
World Tennis Association tour.

Major Games:

2002 World Championships: 1st
2004 Athens Paralympics: 2nd
2006 World Championships: 3rd
2008 Beijing Paralympic Games: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: November 25, 1975
Birth Place: Windsor, ON 
Hometown:  Harrow, ON
Residence:  Bradenton, FL
Started Sport:  2000
Made National  
Team:  2001
Classification: 3.0
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David Willsie
David Willsie was injured in a recreational hockey game in 1995. His 
 experience as a semi-pro baseball player and cross-country runner gave 
him an advantage in wheelchair rugby, and he made the national team in 
1998. Since then, Willsie has become co-captain of the national team and is 
considered one of Canada’s best wheelchair rugby players.

Career highlights include bronze at the 2006 World Championships and 
2008 Paralympics, silver at the 2004 Paralympics and gold at the 2002 World 
Championships. 

Off the court, Willsie has become a public face for the sport of wheelchair 
rugby; he was featured in the Academy Award-nominated documentary 
“Murderball” and has been seen on the Rick Mercer Report and other 
 television appearances.

Willsie is a mentor to up-and-coming athletes and the player-coach of the 
Ontario Thunder, which recently won their second consecutive national 
championship. He also runs the popular “Crash for Cash” tournament, which 
attracts wheelchair rugby teams from around the world. 

Despite his heavy training schedule, Willsie and his brothers run the family 
business – Lind Lumber – where he works as an estimator.

Major Games:

1998 World Championships: 3rd
2000 Sydney Paralympics: 4th
2002 World Championships: 1st
2004 Athens Paralympics: 2nd
2006 World Championships: 3rd
2008 Beijing Paralympic Games: 3rd
2010 World Championships: 5th

Date of Birth: March 23, 1968 
Birth Place: London, ON
Hometown:  Dorchester, ON
Residence:  Dorchester, ON
Started Sport:  1997
Made National  
Team:  1998
Classification: 2.0

@bushleague14
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Kevin Orr 
Before he coached wheelchair rugby, Kevin Orr was a wheelchair racer, 
 winning Paralympic bronze medals for the U.S. in both the 800 and 5000 
meters in Seoul 1988. He also competed in wheelchair basketball at the 
University of Illinois, winning four national championships. 

In 1989, Orr began to coach wheelchair rugby and lead his club team to 
five U.S. National championships and 10 straight finals appearances. Orr is 
the former head coach of the USA national team and was featured in the 
2005 documentary “Murderball.” Orr coached USA Wheelchair Rugby at the 
2004 Athens Paralympic Games and USA Wheelchair Track at the Beijing 
Paralympic Games in 2008.

Orr began coaching the Canadian team in 2009.

Date of Birth: June 29, 1968 
Birthplace:  Elgin, IL, USA
Hometown:  Algonquin, IL, USA
Residence: Pelham, Alabama, USA
Coached Wheel- 
chair Rugby Since:  1989
Involved with  
Canadian National  
Team Since:  2009
Hobbies:  Bass fishing, family and  
 church

HEAD COACH @bassanglr
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Patrick Côté
Assistant Coach 

Quebec, QC

Bruce Pinel
Sport Psychologist 

Victoria, BC

Kim Oslund
Athletic Therapist 

Victoria, BC

Andy Van Neutegem
Team Leader 
Victoria, BC

Bob Hirschfield
Equipment Manager 

Parksville, BC

Ryan Doyle
Physiotherapist 
Burlington, ON
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Nancy Wong
Physiologist 

Vancouver, BC





Eton Manor

WHEELCHAIR 
TENNIS
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Wheelchair tennis is a sport played 
between two players (singles) or 
between two teams of two players 
each (doubles). Each player uses a 
strung racquet to hit the tennis ball 
over a net into the opponent’s court. 
Wheelchair tennis is played on a 
standard tennis court and has only 
one exception to able-bodied tennis 
rules: the ball is allowed to bounce 
two times as long as the first bounce 
is within court boundaries. Players 
must return the ball before its third 
bounce. In this sport, the wheelchair 
is considered part of the body; there-
fore, all rules that apply to a player’s 
body also apply to the wheelchairs.

A tennis match is determined through the best of three or five sets. A set 
 consists of a sequence of games played with service alternating between 
games, ending when the count of games won meets certain criteria. Typically, 
a player wins a set by winning at least six games and at least two games more 
than the opponent.

The International Tennis Federation (ITF) (www.itftennis.com) is the governing 
body for Wheelchair Tennis and Tennis Canada (www.tenniscanada.com) is the 
National Sport Federation.
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Philippe Bedard
Philippe Bedard started playing wheelchair tennis in 2009 at age 27. He knew 
he had found his sport immediately upon his first time on the court. In 2010, 
Bedard was named the most improved player in Canada.

In 2011, he represented Canada at the World Team Cup competition in 
Pretoria, South Africa and at the Parapan American Games in Guadalajara, 
Mexico. 

Bedard’s dream was to compete at the 2012 Paralympic Games in London 
and he worked hard to achieve his goal. This year he won five matches to 
help Canada to seventh place in the BNP Paribas 2012 World Team Cup. On 
the heels of those performances, Bedard feels ready to face the world’s best 
in London and plans to give his all. His motto: never give up.

London will be Bedard’s first Paralympic Games appearance.

Bedard is a psychology student in university. When he is not on the tennis 
courts, he enjoys listening to music, taking nature walks, reading, practicing 
other sports and above all, cooking.

Bedard acquired his disability through a virus and believes that sport has 
greatly contributed to his life, health and happiness.

Height/Weight: 156 cm / 72 kg 
Date of Birth: June 2, 1981 
Club :  Centre National du Stade  
 Uniprix
Coach :  Séverine Tamborero
Birth Place: Montreal, QC
Hometown:  Bromont, QC
Residence:  Bromont, QC
Events:  Men’s singles open,  
 men’s doubles open
Classification:  WT



270

W
H

EE
LC

H
A

IR
 T

EN
N

IS

Canadian Paralympic Team - Media Guide

Joel Dembe
Joel Dembe has always been a sports fanatic. It wasn’t until he was 
 introduced to one of the country’s top wheelchair tennis players that he 
decided that wheelchair tennis was what he wanted to do.

After only a few years, Dembe rose to the top of Canada’s junior rankings. 
At 19, he made Canada’s National Development team. Dembe was then 
 introduced to some of Canada’s top coaches, trainers and players and 
 continued to progress as a tennis player, while attending Brock University  
for Sports Management. 

Dembe is currently ranked No. 1 in Canada and is the Canadian champion 
in both singles and doubles. London will be Dembe’s first Paralympic Games 
appearance.

Dembe has plenty of other experience representing Canada on the 
 international stage, though, as he participated in the 2011 Guadalajara 
Parapan American Games and also was a member of Canada’s seventh-place 
2012 BNP Paribas World Team Cup squad.

On an individual note, he was a finalist in singles at the ITF Birmingham 
Canadian Classic in June 2012 and he won the ITF Futures Guadalajara Open 
in February 2012. Dembe was also a finalist in the Stanley Park Open and 
Midwest Championships in July 2012.

His disability was caused by the removal of a benign tumour at birth.

Height/Weight: 165 cm / 61 kg 
Date of Birth: March 16, 1984 
Club :  Toronto Tennis City
Coach :  Ben Armstrong
Birth Place: Hamilton, ON
Hometown:  Toronto, ON
Residence:  Toronto, ON
Events:  Men’s singles open,  
 men’s doubles open
Classification:  WT

@joeldembe
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Christian Gingras
Christian Gingras is a certified Level 4 coach and has a Club Pro 2 
 certification. He has been involved with the Canadian wheelchair tennis 
program for almost 10 years.

Gingras became Tennis Canada’s National High Performance Coach in the fall 
of 2009.

As captain at the World Team Cup (WTC) since 2005, he led the women’s 
team twice to a fourth-place finish at WTC and he also brought the quad 
team to fourth place on one occasion. He was also the personal coach of 
Hélène Simard, who was Top 20 in the world in wheelchair tennis.

As a coach of able-bodied tennis, Gingras has worked in Quebec City at Club 
Avantage Multi-Sports for more than 30 years with the junior elite program. 
He has coached many players who won National Junior titles, including 
Mélanie Marois who was Top 30 on the ITF ranking, and both of his children: 
Laurie, who was selected to the National Centre in Montreal, and Olivier, who 
recently represented Canada on the Junior Davis Cup team.

Gingras has also been National Junior touring coach for Tennis Canada, a pro-
vincial coach at Junior Nationals and the Canada Games for Tennis Quebec 
and was also course conductor in Quebec for the Coach 1 and 2 levels.

Date of Birth: July 30, 1960 
Birth Place: Quebec, QC
Hometown:  Quebec, QC
Residence:  Quebec, QC
Occupation:  Tennis coach

HEAD COACH
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Kirby Côté
Athlete Services Officer 

Winnipeg, MB

Jordan Bridal
Manager, Paralympic Teams

Ottawa, ON

Louis Chiasson
Team Operations

Ottawa, ON

Operations Team

Elisabeth Walker-Young
Assistant Chef de Mission  

Vancouver, BC

Gaétan Tardif
Chef de Mission

Toronto, ON



274

M
IS

SI
O

N
 S

TA
FF

Canadian Paralympic Team - Media Guide

Tracy Hain
Team Attaché
London, UK

Lindsay Hugenholtz
Team Services Officer 

Ottawa, ON

Travis Holmes
Senior Coordinator, Paralympic Teams 

Ottawa, ON

Laura Domenicucci
Team Services Officer

Sherkston, ON

Chelsey Gotell
Athlete Services Officer

Antigonish, NS

Kelly Dearborn
Team Services Officer

Sarsfield, ON
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Jennifer Larson
Director, Sport 

Parry Sound, ON

Julie Hutsebaut
Senior Coordinator, Paralympic Teams 

Cumberland, ON

Rob Needham
Executive Director, Sport

Vancouver, BC

Scott Temple
Team Operations

Ottawa, ON

Jeffrey Palamar
Ombudsperson
Winnipeg, MB

Carolyn Taylor
Video analyst
Toronto, ON
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Richard Goudie
Chief Medical Officer 

Barrie, ON

M-J Klett
Core Doctor 

Gloucester, ON

Nancy Botting
Assistant Clinic Manager/Core Therapist 

Burlington, ON

Maggie Kayes
Assistant Chief Therapist  

Calgary, AB

Medical Team
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Nancy Quinn
Chief Therapist 

Barrie, ON

Ean Parsons
Core Doctor
St. John’s, NL

Helen Twigg
Clinic Manager  

Toronto, ON
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Marie-Hélène Cayer
Media Attaché

Quebec, QC

Julie Cull
Media Attaché
Mountain, ON

Carrie Croft
Media Attaché

Munster Hamlet, ON 

Louis Daignault
Media Attaché

Orleans, ON

Mark Dottori
Director, Communications and Marketing

King City, ON

Communications Team
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Julia Frappier
Senior Coordinator, Website and 

Social Media, Kanata, ON

Jody Kingsbury
Media Attaché

Ottawa, ON

Judy Joseph-Black
Assistant Press Chief 
Gabriola Island, BC

Alison Korn
Press Chief
Ottawa, ON

Brigitte Légaré
Media Attaché
Montreal, QC
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Courtney Pollock
Photographer

Ottawa, ON

Phil MacCallum
Photographer

Carleton Place, ON

Matthew Murnaghan
Lead Photographer

Ottawa, ON

Keith Wells
Videographer

Victoria, BC
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Karen Poapst
Senior Coordinator,  

Special Events & Projects
Long Sault, ON

Mike Patterson
Senior Advisor, Partnership

Windsor, ON

Canada Paralympic House
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Tara MacKinnon
Communications Assistant

Napanee, ON

Kalie Sinclair
Communications Assistant

Ottawa, ON

Allister Scorgie
Assistant, Paralympic Teams

Ottawa, ON

Kim McLachlan
Senior Coordinator, Athlete & 

Community Relations
Ottawa, ON

Home Team




